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Alderley Edge: People and Landscape - Clare Pye
Alderley Edge, an SSSI, a RIGS, and with several scheduled monument sites, has been an area of intensive interdisciplinary landscape studies undertaken jointly by the National Trust and the Manchester Museum since1996.

This talk will attempt to give an overview of this interdisciplinary research where the archaeology of the area formed an important part of the work, look at some of the findings and discuss ways in which this work is planned to be taken forward, both in terms of research and in ways of presenting conclusions to the public.

It will consider the question of landscape in the context of the peculiarly concentrated and complex environment of Alderley Edge, where the inter-relationship of the land, both above and below the surface, with the people who lived there is still changing. 

Within many people’s memories Alderley contained a varied and self-aware socially diverse community, each group having their own impact on and perception of their environment. These recorded and transcribed recollections form an important part of the Alderley archive. The importance of this type of research archive in the development of an understanding of a landscape will be discussed, with especial consideration of the ways in which the results can be made available to the public, and so be returned to the community that contributed so generously to the research.

From SMR to HERC - John Darlington
Local Authority Sites and Monuments Records (SMRs) – the extensive database of archaeological sites, historic buildings, structures and areas – lie at the heart of all curatorial historic environment services.  They form the initial starting point for decision-making on a whole range of issues ranging from land-use planning through to agri-environment schemes.  They are the depository of planning related and other research and are a considerable resource for interpretative material. 

Over the last few years SMRs have changed substantially, both in terms what qualifies for inclusion within a SMR (scope and definition) and in terms of how the information is stored and presented (platform and interface).  

Scope and definition.  Most SMRs are now moving towards becoming Historic Environment Record Centres (HERCs).  The difference between the two largely relates to the inclusion of a broader range of historic environment records in the latter, such as information about Listed Buildings.  But the move towards more comprehensive databases also includes establishing new sorts of information on subjects such as historic landscape character, and to extending the definition of those sites and structures that are considered ‘historic’.

Platform and interface.  New technologies, and their availability particularly to large organisations such as university and local authorities, has dramatically changed the way in which information on the historic environment can be managed and presented.  Geographical Information Systems, digital historic mapping, the use of the Internet and Quick Time Virtual Reality (QTVR) are increasingly being used to allow greater access to historic environment records.

This paper will briefly explore, through a GIS demonstration of the Lancashire SMR, the changing face of heritage records.

Reconstructing Hadrian's Wall - David J Breeze
In 1848 John Collingwood Bruce commenced his study of the Roman Wall, which, in spite of his contemporary reputation as a teacher and minister, is his chief memorial today.  150 years on, our view of Hadrian’s Wall is still coloured by the coherent and integrated view advanced by Bruce.

In the first edition of the Wallet Book (later Handbook) to the Roman Wall, Bruce offered the first statement of the purpose of Hadrian’s Wall.  He saw it as a fence against a northern foe and a base for military operations to north and south.  In the 1920s R G Collingwood argued that Hadrian’s Wall did not have a defensive purpose, yet, in his edition of the Handbook, he not only allowed Bruce’s references on the defensive nature of Hadrian’s Wall to survive, but actually strengthened them.  This terminology survives through to the latest edition of the Handbook, published in 1978.

Today, too much of Wall studies remain polarised between those who believe that the frontier had a defensive purpose and those who consider its primary focus was frontier control and thus bureaucratic.  Modern discoveries are interpreted in the light of these prejudices.  The paucity of serious research on Hadrian’s Wall over the last 60 years may have a part to play here, and the reasons for this, it will be argued, lie in the approach to the study of archaeology and history by R G Collingwood.

The Roman Middlewich Project - Tim Strickland
This project is the result of a highly successful HLF-funded partnership [Cheshire County Council, Congleton Borough Council, Middlewich Town Council, Gifford & Partners, representatives of the local community].  It was initiated by Tim Strickland, in discussion with Jonathan Williams of Middlewich Town Council in 1995, when the concentration of a series of new developer-funded excavations – and then discovery (at last) of a Roman auxiliary fort – had led to a realisation that a great deal of new archaeological information existed and could be brought to the attention of the General Public - and used to assist with regeneration of the town and local community pride.  The project finally commenced early in 2001 and has been an outstanding success.  Such has been its impact on archaeological understanding, and the Middlewich community that it was chosen as close runner-up in the British Archaeological Awards for 2002.  Many new initiatives have been developing from the Project.

Carlisle Millennium Project - Carol Allen

Oxford Archaeology North are undertaking the post-excavation analysis of this project for Carlisle City Council. Excavations on Castle Green, between November 1998 and March 2001 uncovered parts of a series of Roman forts, two of timber and one of stone, and also interesting medieval remains. Due to the exceptional waterlogged conditions in some of the trenches many of the timbers from buildings still survived and many of the artefacts found were in excellent condition. 

Fascinating information has emerged so far from the post-excavation process. Besides the preservation of unusual wooden remains many of the metal finds including coins were very well preserved. In the first fort amazing cavalry equipment was found and also an amphorae with a ‘fish sauce’ inscription in ink. In the second timber fort pieces of Roman armour were found in a workshop, and wooden water pipes and junction boxes were excavated. The unusual assemblage of material from this site includes thousands of items of leather, which would not normally survive, and large amounts of pottery, and exciting environmental evidence. Also, it is hoped that unique dating evidence from the timbers will help to add to the story of the life in the North West during the Roman period.

An Early Neolithic Site at Holbeck, Barrow-in-Furness - Carol Allen

In March 2002, Oxford Archaeology conducted an archaeological evaluation of land on either side of Holbeck Park Avenue, on the eastern edge of Barrow-in-Furness.  The 24 trenches revealed relatively few archaeological features, but these included a large pit, probably a tree throw hole, in which were found 106 sherds of early Neolithic pottery, together with 40 fragments of struck flint, a single seed of carbonised grain, carbonised hazelnut shells, and a considerable quantity of charcoal.  This find alone must be regarded as having regional significance.

The diversity of the pottery, together with the good condition of some sherds, particularly that reminiscent of Grimston ware, suggests the possibility that the sherds were purposefully placed in the pit, and may have been part of a special deposit.  A more prosaic explanation is that the artefacts, ecofacts, and charcoal represent the debris of domestic occupation, perhaps accruing through use of the upstanding roots of the fallen tree as a simple shelter.  The large numbers of stray finds of stone tools from the Furness Peninsula, together with the positive results of this evaluation and one at nearby Roose Quarry, suggest the possibility that many early Neolithic occupation sites may exist in South Cumbria, but have not hitherto been discovered.
The Bobbin Industry; an overview - Michael Davies-Shiel

There has always been a need for storing fabric threads on spools.  Lace makers had used tiny bobbins from very early times.  But suddenly, apparently out of nowhere, the bobbin/reel trade took off c.1755 in South Westmorland and North Lancashire.  A fortuitous event took place at that time, which has not been obvious to most historians, for it was part of an entirely different industry.

For most folk the Industrial Revolution began in 1784, the year that an Act was passed permitting the manufacture of 100% cotton cloths.  However, what is still not realised is that the so-called 'Dark Satanic Mills' - taller than most castles and churches of the time - four floors high and with rows on windows, were not built in England in the 1780s as cotton mills, but in the 1730s as flax mills, making that time the true start of the Industrial Revolution.

The bobbin mills began shortly after, providing all manner of reels and bobbins for linens for the burgeoning fashion trade, but also curtains, carpets, sailcloths and cordage (all of which, once worn out, supplied rags for paper manufacture).  Acts of 1712, 1721 and 1736 aided flax manufacture.  Most new fabrics had to have flax warp threads, be they linsey-woolseys, checks, fustians or ginghams.  Bobbins and reels were in great demand.  Also, from 1711, three iron blast furnaces were constructed in North Lancashire and Lancashire North-of-the-Sands, taking advantage of the excellent iron ore, waterpower and charcoal.  The latter came from coppiced woodlands pre-planted in anticipation onto poor grazing lands.  However, by 1755, two of the most northern furnaces closed, leaving thousands of acres of mature standing coppice with no apparent market value - a fortuitous event!  Eventually, there have been over 124 bobbin and reel mills in Cumbria alone.
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