UNIVERSITY OF LANCASTER
CENTRE FOR NORTH-WEST REGIONAL STUDIES

ARCHAEOLOGY CONFERENCE

6 March 2004

Vespasian and Britain - David Shotter

Titus Flavius Vespasianus (Vespasian), former governor of the province of Judaea, was the eventual victor in Rome's Civil War of A.D. 68-69.  This damaging war, which forced many Roman troops to 'take their eyes off the ball', left a dangerous security-situation in a number of provinces.  In Britain, the carefully-nurtured agreement between Rome and Cartimandua of the Brigantes collapsed, as the queen's former husband showed his anti-Roman colours and ousted her from power.  Remedial measures by Rome were vitally necessary.

Vespasian himself, unlike his predecessors, was not of aristocratic birth: his father had been a tax-collector, and he himself was a first-generation senator.  Vespasian thus had a great deal to prove in terms of the skills of political and military leadership which were regarded by many as unique to the aristocracy.

Vespasian thus had a need and an opportunity to achieve in Britain - appropriately perhaps, as he had taken part, with Claudius, in the invasion of A.D. 43.  All of his governors - Bolanus, Cerialis, Frontinus and Agricola (and not just Agricola alone, as was once thought) - shared in the task of taking Roman arms from the north midlands of England to, at least, the river Tay in Scotland.  The emperor probably intended to secure the conquest of the whole of mainland Britain - and Ireland, too.

A man who believed in symbols of power, he left many that are fully evidenced in Britain - urbanisation in St Albans, a rebuilding of London with a provision of public facilities, and two major monuments - the completion of the Temple of the Deified Claudius at Colchester and, across the Thames-estuary, a 90-foot Commemorative Arch at Richborough.

That his dreams were ultimately not realised was the fault of developing circumstances beyond his control.  He was the one emperor, according to Tacitus, to be changed for the better by his exercise of supreme power.  Britain demonstrates what Tacitus meant: an emperor needed respect; respect came from achievement, and by making the most of the publicity-opportunities thus presented.

The Bank Barn Story - R W Brunskill

The Bank Barn is a type of farm building which is found in abundance in Cumbria but in few other parts of Great Britain.  The Bank Barn consists of a conventional threshing barn at an upper level and accommodation for horses and cattle below.  The Barn is usually set into a slope, the upper level being reached by way of a ramp from the fields and the lower level opening onto a farmyard.  Examples are to be found throughout Cumbria except for the Solway Plain and distribution extends into adjacent parts of western Yorkshire and northern Lancashire.  A few examples have been found in the Lochaber district of Scotland; one or two have been found in Wales; otherwise the only other substantial number is in Cornwall and Devon.

Comparable buildings include the Pennsylvania Forebay Barn which spread from its Pennsylvania heartland to much of the United States and Canada, barns in the south-eastern part of Switzerland, somewhat similar buildings in mountainous lands around the Baltic and, in large numbers, in Norway.  Except for migration of the building type from Switzerland to Pennsylvania and a possible link between Cumbria and that state development in other regions seems to have been independent.
Vindolanda and the Vindolanda Trust: 33yrs of excavations gone, 147 years to go! - Andrew Birley

The Vindolanda Trust was formed in 1970 with the express aim to explore the site of Vindolanda for the knowledge and benefit of the general public.  Up to that point, several Antiquarian excavators (the most notable of whom were the Reverend Anthony Hedley) and a few modern professional Archaeologists/Historians (Eric Birley, Sir Ian Richmond, Robin Birley) had been involved in somewhat short - term exploration of the remains.  The Vindolanda Trust’s brief to attempt to thoroughly explore the remains, in a systematic way, using the most modern methods possible in order to build up the most comprehensive possible picture of life on at the site during its occupation.  The founders of the Vindolanda Trust set themselves a target of 25 years to complete this task, and were derided by many who thought that the task should be done in 10 years or less.  We are now in the 34th year of almost continuous, self-financed archaeological exploration, and believe that in 150 yrs or so, we might just finish the job. 

This is an indication of how we started, how far we come, and where we see the future exploration of one of the most important Roman archaeological resources in Western Europe. 

Finding Our Past, The Portable Antiquities Scheme in the North West - Nick Herepath
At the same time as the introduction of the Treasure Act in 1996, the Government agreed to fund a pilot scheme for the voluntary reporting of those archaeological finds not covered by the Act.  It had long been recognised that large numbers of finds, made mostly by metal detecting enthusiasts, were not being seen by archaeologists or museums and therefore a lot of information about our shared heritage was being lost.  Recently the scheme has secured Heritage Lottery Funding until 2006 which has enabled its expansion across the whole of England and Wales.  Today a network of 37 Finds Liaison Officers and support staff have recorded over 60,000 finds on to the Portable Antiquities database.  One of the original six pilot schemes is based in Liverpool Museum and originally covered the whole of the North-West.  The expansion, however, has recently made possible the recruitment of another Liaison Officer to cover Cumbria and Lancashire.  The Portable Antiquities Scheme is already making a major contribution to our knowledge and understanding of the archaeology and history of England and Wales.  In the North-West the scheme has provided over 2000 records of individual finds where there were previously only a handful. 
Rediscovering Roman Nantwich: the Archaeology of a roman salt-making town - Mike Nevell
In 2002 UMAU excavated the unsuspected remains of a Roman salt-making settlement on the northern side of Welsh Row in Nantwich, Cheshire. The extensive remains included cremation burials and industrial buildings aligned either side of a major Roman road. Most spectacular of all were the remains of two timber-lined tanks used to store brine as part of the salt-making process. This paper reviews these findings and presents initial thoughts on the context of this new Roman industrial settlement within North West England.
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