Knowledge and Space
A Day Workshop organised by the Centre for Science Studies, 
Lancaster University

Location:
Lancaster University Conference Centre

Time: 

10.00-16.00

Date:

Friday 19th March, 2004

Invitation

You are cordially invited to a Science Studies one day informal workshop on Knowledge and Space. 

Booking

If you would like to attend, please email the booking form (attached below) with a payment of £10 (£5 for students and unwaged) to John Law (j.law@lancaster.ac.uk). John Law will also respond to any inquiries or questions.

Workshop Description

From a science studies perspective knowledge is multiple, social and distributed. From a geographical perspective space is multiple and social. Indeed it is now become well accepted that knowledge and space co-produce one another and they are dynamic, performative and technologically inflected. In these complex, multiple, interactions neither space nor knowledge bear much resemblance to their original referents. 
The workshop takes as its starting point that this is an appropriate moment to rethink the nature of spaces, knowledges and their interactions in the light of these earlier transformations. The object of the workshop is to
delineate the scope, scale and dimensions of the knowledge/space territory
assemble the principal theoretical approaches for thinking this, 
explore what possibilities might come for example, from treating knowledge/spaces as contingent processes or as narratives of movement. 
explore the possibility and character of a possible major conference to be held in early 2004, to be followed by a book on Knowledge and Space-the State of Play in our Understandings.
Workshop Format

The workshop will be informal. The stress throughout is on thinking aloud, discussion and debate. In It will start with three presentations, followed by discussion. In the afternoon there will be general discussion, and participants are also invited to present their own particular interests and concerns. 
Workshop Timing
· 10.00-11.00: Introduction David Turnbull (Deakin University)
· 11.00-11.15: Coffee

· 11.15-12.00: Kevin Hetherington (Lancaster University)
· 12.00-12.45: John Law (Lancaster University
· 12.45-14.45: Lunch

· 13.45-15.30: Open discussion and brief presentations of interests,
(Chair, Kevin Hetherington)
· 15.30 -15.45: Tea
· 15.45-16.15: Summary: discussion led by David Turnbull and John Law

Workshop Topics
The following represent suggested workshop topics. You are welcome to add further suggestions.

· The Co-production of Knowledge and Space:
· The spatial dimensions of knowledge in the wider literature from Lefebvre and de Certeau to Massey and Deleuze.

· The Spatial Dynamics of Knowledge: Movement, Assemblage and Narrative:

· The spatial dimensions of technoscientific knowledge from a constructivist and narratological perspective.

· Mapping: Space, Knowledge, Boundaries and Colonisation:

· Scientific maps as the classic exemplar of the co-production of knowledge and space.

· Place and Space: Local, Situated knowledge, Bioregionalism:

· How our experiences and understandings of place are shaped by our forms of spatialised knowledge

· Cross Cultural Comparisons of Knowledge and Spatiality:

· The ways knowledge and space are produced in differing knowledge traditions.

· Knowledge Spaces of Technoscience: Networks, Connections and Cyberspace:

· The spatial dimensions of contemporary forms of technoscientific forms of knowledge production.

· 'Crumpled Spaces' a la Hetherington and Emergent Knowledge:

· How spatialities are inherently unstable, and complex messy interactions constantly produce new formations.
John Law, 

Science Studies Centre (Sociology Department), 

Cartmel College, 

Lancaster University,

Lancaster LA1 4YL, UK,  

or electronically to j.law@lancaster.ac.uk 
