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Seminar 3: Competitiveness, Production and Labour Relations
Wednesday, 9th of July 2008, 10am-5:30pm

School of Environment and Development, University of Manchester

Arthur Lewis Building, Board Room

SEMINAR PROGRAMME
From 9:30:
Registration and Coffee

10:00-10:15: 
Welcome (Martin Hess, Manchester; Bob Jessop and Ngai-Ling Sum,
Lancaster: Seminar and Series Organisers)

Session 1 
(Chair: Gavin Bridge, Geography, SED, University of Manchester)
10:15-10:55 
David Levy (Management Studies, University of Massachusetts, Boston/MA), on 
Global Production Networks (GPN) as a political project
10:55-11:05
 Discussant (Adrian Smith, Geography, Queen Mary, University of London)
11:05-11:20
Discussion

11:20-11:35
Tea/Coffee
Session 2 
(Chair: Bob Jessop, IAS, Lancaster University)
11:35-12:00
Sandra Kytir (Sociology, Lancaster University) on 
The political economy of FDI in Slovakia
12:00-12:25 
Neil Coe & Kevin Ward (Geography, SED, University of Manchester), on GPN, labour markets and the temporary staffing industry
12:25-12:40
Discussant (Christel Lane, Centre for Business Research, University of Cambridge) tbc
12:40-12:55
Discussion
12:55-1:45
Lunch
turn page

Session 3 
(Chair: Paul Langley, Arts & Social Sciences, University of Northumbria)
1:45-2:10
Phoebe Moore (International Relations, University of Salford) on Competition, flexibility and employability
2:10-2:35
Jane Hardy (Political Economy, Hertfordshire Business School) on 
Cross border collaboration of trade unions in the context of competition and arbitraging labour (and capital)
2:35-3:00
Ngai-Ling Sum (Politics, Lancaster University) on 
Politics of Global Retailing/Production: Wal-Martization and Corporate-State-NGO-Union to Bring Corporate Social Responsibility to Developing Countries
3:00-3:15
Discussant (Noel Castree, Geography, SED, University of Manchester)
3:15-3:30
Discussion
3:30-3:45
Tea/Coffee
Session 4 
(Chair: Martin Hess, Geography, SED, University of Manchester)
3:45-4:25
Ray Hudson (Geography, University of Durham), on 
Reflections about ‘the social economy’: potential and perspectives

4:25-4:35
Discussant (Frank Moulaert, Institute for Policy and Practice, University of Newcastle)
4:35-4:50
Discussion
4:50-5:30
General Discussion and Research Progress
From 5:30
Bar and Dinner Arrangements
For further details, please contact Martin Hess (martin.hess@manchester.ac.uk)
For more information about the ESRC Seminar Series, go to:

http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/events/changingcultures/ 
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