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Abstracts

“Spaces of social innovation: State of the Art in international research" (Frank Moulaert)

Social innovation involves ‘moving boundaries’. Can we take this expression literally and examine what space and spatiality means to social innovation? In a multi-scalar approach to the identification of social innovation processes and practices, it is examined how space and place matter to social innovation. The traditional classifications of social innovation are ‘spatialised’ and the consequences of this spatialization for social and political movements and practices are explored.

"Social Innovation and Governance: initiatives and processes" (Marisol Garcia)

The paper analyses the emergence of socially creative strategies (SCS) in European cities. It aims to: 1) describe how social innovation is being produced through these creative strategies in different governance models, which are also strongly shaped by welfare regimes; 2) examine the relationship between existing governance mechanisms and  civil society actors being involved in these creative strategies. The analysis is placed within the debate on governance and it social innovation, which has emphasized the importance of bottom-up strategies to overcome social exclusion (Moulaert et al., 2007). The paper argues, through the examination of case studies, that there are important tensions between innovation and institutionalisation of citizen’s practices. It concludes that in terms of governance analysis the concept of bottom-linked initiatives allows to analyse the close relationship between bottom-up initiatives and top-down practices and policies. 



"Governance, social and economic innovation in Europe: the cases of Vallès Occidental and West Midlands" (Marc Pradel)

The research is focused on the creation of Territorial Emplyoment Pacts in the county of Vallès Occidental, within the Barcelona Metropolitan Region, Spain, and in the West Midlands region, United Kingdom. Territorial Employment Pacts were promoted by the European Union in order to foster local development and to fight unemployment at local and regional level. The pacts involved a wide range of actors including Trade Unions, entrepreneurs’ associations, local municipalities and civil society organizations. The research is especially focused on the emergence of new governance mechanisms for the formulation and implementation of active labour market policies in two different national contexts. The main aim of the research is to analyze to what extent the employment pacts generated frameworks for social innovation and the emergence of Socially Creative strategies in the fields of employment and social economy. 

"Arts and Creativity in Socially Innovative Spaces" (Isabel André)

Nowadays, arts and creativity are recognized as powerful levers for urban regeneration both in its economic and social dimensions. The post-industrial city seems to be strongly driven by creativity: the attraction of the creative class, the creative industries, the creative quarters, etc.. But what about the regeneration of rural spaces? Are rural small towns and villages – in a post-agriculture age – also attractive for artists and other creatives? What are the necessary conditions to promote social creativity in these rural settings?
Montemor-o-Novo – a small town of 9000 inhabitants in the rural southern region of Portugal – will be discussed as an interesting experience of a rural development strategy based on arts, more precisely, on the bridge between arts and historical heritage.

"Art practice and graphic communication in social change projects” (Jai Redman)

Jai will be presenting a series of personal case studies illustrating 15 years of his experience as an artist and graphic designer on direct action and social justice campaigns in the UK. Projects span from airport and road protests, to work on genetically engineered crops, anti-war and globalisation, including Reclaim the Streets and Climate Camp. His practice argues for radical artist-led approaches to graphics and communications in social justice campaigning. Examples of projects can be viewed at www.uhc.org.uk

“The transformational power of the cooperative movement in the UK” (Len Arthur)
The presentation will draw upon research that we have undertaken over the last 10 years at the Wales Institute for Research into Cooperatives (WIRC). Our research and consultancy work has almost exclusively focussed on cooperatives of all forms and in a wide range of sectors - ranging across from Tower Colliery to street level cultural industries. Parallel with this research we have engaged with related conceptual and theoretical discourses in particular covering climate change, social movements, institutional economics and social innovation.
 
The presentation will present our current thinking on cooperatives and social movements grounded with a brief outline of the conclusions of our four years research project at Tower Colliery. It will suggest that although concepts of autonomous space and boundaries help to raise the recognition of cooperatives as social movements an understanding of their trajectory is also important in any evaluation of whether they can break out of the determinism implied by the degeneration thesis. A focus of analysis on the internal dynamics of cooperatives and in particular the political debates over social and economic context, aims, purpose, strategies together with the role of leadership and governance helps to reveal whether a cooperative will be co-opted, remain in contained contention or be able to be in transgressive contention. We have suggested a concept of 'deviant mainstreaming' helps to capture this process; shifting the debate in this way will, in addition, be practically helpful to cooperative members.

“Petroleum Pipe Distribution System: the Case of the Oil and Gas Pipeline Network in Nigeria - An environmental justice approach” (Friday Ogwu)

As mode of transportation, pipelines traverse the landscape of the Niger Delta Region of Nigeria and utilize vast tracts of land whose original ecosystem has been altered. Constant oil spillages and gas blow-outs from these pipelines constitute health hazards to the people and the environment. The surface pipelines reduce agricultural land and impede free movement. This research believes pipelines are major infrastructure development that impacts adversely on the environment. Its core objective is to identify the specific input physical planners are making at the moment and consider what other impact they ought to make into oil and gas pipeline networking. It will adopt the concepts of collaborative planning and environmental justice. Relying on ethnographic case studies to be conducted in two communities, the research intends to make a set of policy, management and research recommendations for dealing with any identified impacts of pipeline on land use.




“The lessons from the anarchist experiences on urban social cohesion” (André Carmo)

During recent years anarchist political philosophy has regained a new strength not only in terms of the political action conducted by multiple movements and projects of anarchist inspiration (e.g. Chiapas, Seattle, Food not Bombs, Reclaim the Streets, etc.) but also within the rather rigid boundaries of the academia. Undoubtedly, one has to acknowledge that there has been a rise in anarchist scholarship in recent years (Amster, R. et al., 2009). This paper seeks to shed light upon the mutual relations which can be established between those two distant worlds. In order to do that some anarchist influenced experiences in terms of sociopolitical organization, whose main goal is to foster and consolidate urban social cohesion, are discussed. This transversal analysis considers the multiplicity of scales where experiences operate, while trying to highlight their relevance for contemporary urban social cohesion. It is argued that some of the fundamental historical principles of anarchist thought and action (e.g. opposition to hierarchy, decentralization, commitment to freedom and autonomy, opposition to vanguardism as expressed in authoritarian socialist traditions) are still relevant today if one aims at developing socially innovative strategies. Hence, one should not neglect the lessons from past experiences if the goal is to build a better future.
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