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Welcome message from the Head of School and the Director of Postgraduate Studies
Welcome to the latest issue of the Law School’s Postgraduate Newsletter, for prospective postgraduate students. The Lancaster Law School is listed as one of the top 20 in the UK and is the highest ranked Law School in the North West. The School has achieved excellent rankings in external league tables and in national student satisfaction surveys. We have an outstanding reputation for our research, which ranges from traditional "black letter" law to critical, socio-legal and interdisciplinary research. If you decide to undertake your studies at Lancaster, you will be joining a friendly learning and research community where postgraduate students are valued members of the School. You will have access to first-rate law library and computing and teaching facilities and will be taught by established members of staff who are experts in their areas, in recently refurbished lecture theatres and seminar rooms.

We look forward to welcoming you to Lancaster in the autumn.  If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact our Postgraduate Administrator Eileen Jones (e.jones@lancaster.ac.uk).
[image: suzanne_ost][image: davidmillmanpic]

Professor David Milman			Dr Suzanne Ost
Head of Lancaster University Law School	Director of PG Studies


Introduction to the Law School from a Current Masters Student
Lancaster Law School has a vibrant postgraduate body of around 50 students from over the world and places a high value not only on exceptional standards of teaching and research, but also on the social integration and community spirit of the School. Ranked as the number one law school in the North West (Times Good University Guide 2009), Lancaster provides a broad range of taught postgraduate degrees across international law, human rights, business and corporate law, and bioethics and medical law, and research degrees across a wide range of areas in which staff have expertise. The School also offers combined programmes with The Management School and the Department of Politics, Philosophy and Religious Studies, and has plans to launch both a new contract law module and a flexible-study unit as part of its Masters programme in the next academic year. 

In addition to enjoying top-class programmes and teaching, students are encouraged to gain as much academic experience and practical knowledge as possible during their time at Lancaster. To that end, the Law School runs a highly popular research seminar series and hosts regular careers events and commercial awareness courses, organised by the School's dedicated careers officer. The student body is equally active in the development of extra-curricular opportunities – 2010 saw the launch of the Working International Law Paper Series (WILPS), run by students as a forum in which to showcase their work and gain experience of the academic publishing process. The officers of the Law Society run a fantastic pro-bono programme, enabling students to gain valuable practical experience through organisations such as the Citizens Advice Bureau, Innocence Project and the Streetlaw Project, as well as organising the mooting club, which competes across the country. 

With all that opportunity for hard work, it's just as well that the Law School caters so generously for play time too! Regular socials provide an opportunity to meet fellow course mates and staff, make new friends and take a break from studying – recent events have included an afternoon tea party and an inter-departmental quiz night. Additionally, the Law Society runs separate social events for its members and hosts the annual Law Ball for undergraduate and postgraduate students. 

Most of all, Lancaster Law School is centred around its students. The feedback and opinion of the student community has helped shape the development of the department – its outstanding academic reputation is matched by its commitment to an inclusive and engaging student experience. 

Eleanor Brooks, LLM/MA in International Law and International Relations Student

Law School Rankings
Lancaster University is rated in the top 10 in the UK by all major league tables (The Times, The Independent and The Guardian) and, year after year, as the number 1 in the North West by all university league tables and is consistently rated in the top 200 universities in the world. The Law School is rated in the top 20 in the UK, and is the top ranking Law School in the North West. The Law School has an outstanding reputation for its research, which ranges from traditional "black letter" law to critical, socio-legal and interdisciplinary research. In the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise 90% of Lancaster University Law School's research was rated as being "world leading", "internationally excellent" or "internationally recognized", with 100% of research-active staff being included.


Information for LLM Students
The Law School has developed a specialist portfolio of advanced programmes of study to reflect key issues of contemporary legal relevance and which present the law in a comparative and interdisciplinary context. The LLM programmes we currently offer and the LLM Modules we provide on other MA/MSc Programmes are an LLM/MA in Bioethics and Medical Law, the LLM/MA in International Law and International relations, an LLM in International Human Rights and Terrorism Law, an LLM in International Business and Corporate Law, an LLM in International Law and an LLM/MSc in Management Law. From 2012, we will also offer a new LLM in Contract Law. The programme aims to instil a thorough understanding of issues applying to contracts generally in a commercial context.

We pride ourselves on offering an ‘Oxbridge’ style of teaching, with relatively small teaching groups, this allows interaction between staff and students, enabling us to provide a personal touch to our LL.M programme, with the opportunity to get to know the students well. An exceptionally high proportion of teaching is undertaken by established academic staff compared with other leading law schools, and our professoriate is fully engaged with postgraduate teaching and supervision.

We believe our LL.M students should feel they are a vital part of our Law School.  The Law School’s hub space may be used by our postgraduate students and we hope you will have close contacts with colleagues and the academic staff.  You will be invited to research seminars (given by eminent external speakers) and ‘work in-progress’ papers presented by staff.  We also have an International Law Group, an International Human Rights Obligations Network (IntHRON) and a Human Rights Forum to promote interdisciplinary debate across the University, and which LL.M students are able to join.

Our LLM students enjoy a thriving social activities calendar, as highlighted in the introduction by Eleanor Brooks on the previous page.

Information for Research Students
The Law School offers programmes of supervised research covering a wide range of legal, jurisprudential and socio-legal issues in a thriving and challenging research environment. The School offers programmes of supervised research leading to the degrees of LLM by Research, MPhil, or PhD. The School has a strong research culture, as evidenced by consistently high performance in Research Assessment Exercises. 

[image: ]The Law School is home to the Centre for Law and Society, established in May 2006, the first centre of its kind in England and Wales. The Centre is committed to facilitate and enhance inter-disciplinary work on law at Lancaster and to support the development of local and international communities and networks working on issues relating to law and society of international excellence and significant policy interventions under the Directorship of Professor David Sugarman (Law) and a Management Board. Since its establishment, the Centre has developed an exciting, innovative and important programme of work. The Centre has organised, co-organised, hosted or been associated with more than 60 events (conferences, workshops, public lectures etc). Most of these events have brought together colleagues in different departments within and beyond Lancaster, and has brought to Lancaster leading figures in the field.


The School offers a series of Legal Research Theory events for research students and further research training is provided by the Faculty’s Research Training Programme. All research students at Lancaster University have access to MyPGR, the University purpose-built online tool for research students to record training activities, audit their research and transferable skills development, keep a record of supervisory meetings and reflections on personal development.

We encourage our research students to make use of the Law School’s hub space and to have close contact with colleagues and the academic staff. The School hosts a series of research seminars (given by eminent external speakers) and both staff and research students present ‘work in-progress’ papers throughout the year.  

Conferences/Research Events
[image: ]
Privilege or Punishment: Doctors in the 21st Century 
[image: Lancaster University home page][image: ]The final conference for an AHRC funded project for which Suzanne Ost is a co-investigator takes place on 11th and 12th April 2011, at the University of Manchester – Chancellors Conference Centre. Day 1 – Bioethics and Crime, Day 2 – Doctors in the Doc. Speakers include Baroness Hale of Richmond, Professor Emily Jackson and Professor Alan Merry. Conference programme and further details.  
[image: The University of Manchester, established in 1824.]






Tom Webb, a Law Research student will present his paper: 
Complexity and Autopoietic Theory – what relation? A Public Law Perspective
16 March 2011, 1pm, C89 Bowland North
Everyone is very Welcome. Contact: b.mauthe@lancaster.ac.uk

Funding
Successful ESRC Doctoral Training Centre Bid: PhD studentships in Security, Conflict & Justice
The Law School is pleased to announce that the North West ESRC Doctoral Training Centre bid involving the Universities of Lancaster, Liverpool and Manchester has been successful. PhD studentships can now be offered under the theme of Security, Conflict and Justice, spanning across Law, Politics, Applied Social Science and other cognate disciplines. See for further details about this and other potential funding for postgraduate degrees can be found at: http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/law/prospective/postgrad/funding.htm.

For information on the main sources of funding available to postgraduate students applying to the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, see http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/gradschool/funding/



PG Students’ Testimonies
[image: john_pearson]‘Having experienced the warm and welcoming atmosphere of the Law School here in Lancaster during my first masters degree it was firmly placed at the top of my list of universities to apply for to begin my PhD research. The expertise of the staff and their willingness to help students of any level or debate the most contemporary legal issues in the corridors is like no other I have experienced in my studies, and would lead me to recommend the department and the university to students of all      levels.’ 
           John Pearson, 1st year PhD student

[image: bakyt_abisheva]I studied as an undergraduate at the Eurasian National University in Kazakhstan, and wanted to undertake my legal studies in the UK. The choice of UK universities was very large and I wanted a university that would be the best for me regarding course, location and prestige. I was accepted to several universities and made the decision to go to Lancaster University. I had been awarded the international scholarship of the President of Republic of Kazahstan "Bolashak" and Lancaster University was in the suggested top universities listed for recipients of this scholarship. 

The LLM courses at Lancaster are broad, relevant and provided me with a very good opportunity to study Human Rights, Humanitarian Law and Terrorism which was one of my special interest areas. The university's location in Northwest England gives you a good chance to travel around and visit some magnificent places and towns. 

I am very pleased to be studying here and taking courses from such wonderful, qualified and friendly professors. The library is rich for materials, books, and databases. I'm also the President of the Kazakhstan Society at Lancaster and there are many international students here which creates a very friendly and understanding atmosphere.

After finishing Lancaster University I plan to return to Kazakhstan and put my knowledge into practice. I am pretty sure that the knowledge and experience I will have gained here will be more than useful in my home country. I am confident that I made a good choice in studying at Lancaster. That is why I strongly advise prospective students' to choose Lancaster University!
Bakyt Abisheva
2010 Graduate, LLM in International Law

[image: nurzhan_anuarbek]I obtained my LLB in International Law at Eurasian National University in Kazakhstan. After working for a year in an international oil and gas company I realised that I wanted to learn more about international business and corporate law. 

I won the Presidential Scholarship "Bolashak" which is the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan's International scholarship scheme managed by the British Council on behalf of the Ministry of Education and Science, Kazakhstan and this gave me a great opportunity to broaden and strengthen my knowledge abroad. I selected Lancaster University mostly for its impressive research and student satisfaction ratings - plus the Lancaster Law School offered an interesting LLM in International Business and Corporate Law. 


The staff at Lancaster are friendly and supportive and the teaching methods are modern and up to date. Classes comprising over 80% international students allowed me to explore different legal systems, economic and social aspects closer than ever and, thus, conducting research became more captivating and attractive. Lancaster University made me feel very comfortable with its green campus setting and modern facilities at every turn.

I would highly recommend Lancaster University as a source of reliable and modern education.
Nurzhan Anuarek
2010 Graduate, LLM in International Law

PhD Success
The Law School congratulates the following PhD candidates, who were awarded their PhDs in 2010:
Gyan Basnet, The Human Right to Development and Poverty Eradication: Legal, Practical, and Critical Perspectives
Raja Khurram, Corporate Governance, Minority Shareholders Rights and Remedies in Pakistan (A Comparative Study)
Attiya Waris, A Critique of the Legality of the Power to Levy and Disburse Tax: The Kenyan Constituency Development Fund and the Right to Development
Hanni Yaakob, Individual Reproductive Autonomy in Malaysia: Why Couples Should be Allowed to Use Pre-implantation Genetic Diagnosis to Select the Sex of their Child’

Employability of the Law School’s Postgraduate Students 
There are a very wide range of potential employers of our LLM graduates. A number of our LLM students are from overseas and have their own career pathways. Others, who already possess an LLB qualification, prefer to attain the legal vocational professional courses (LPC or BVC) after completing the LLM so they may practice law. In addition, other LLM graduates have been attracted to various employment opportunities which range from the Civil Service to corporate employment, as well as the armed forces and teaching. 

The School encourages its LLM and research students to attend all the Law School employment events arranged by the Law School Careers Officers and CEEC. The School’s PG Careers Officer is also available to advise students about employment opportunities.

With regards to the employability of the School’s PhD students, a number of our overseas research students undertake a PhD for career progression, since they need to have a PhD in order to obtain promotions in their home universities. The majority of our home students pursue an academic teaching/research career following the completion of their PhD. The School promotes and encourages those research students who are interested in teaching. For those who do take up teaching duties, the Director of PG Studies functions as a teaching tutor, offering consultation, advice and support.

News and Publications
Mark Butler invited to launch of non-discrimination handbook
Dr Mark Butler has been invited to the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, on the 21st March 2011, to present on the European Handbook, recently completed by Dr Mark Butler and Professor David Sugarman and on general non-discrimination principles. Other participants  in  the  launch  event will  include 

European Court of Human Rights judges and registrars, judges from high courts in Council of Europe Member States, European Court of Justice judges, and staff from the Fundamental Rights Agency.



Below are the recent book publications of Law School staff and book and journal articles publications of former and current research students from over the past 12 months.

Staff book publications 
[image: ]Richard Austen-Baker, Implied Terms in English Contract Law (Edward Elgar: Cheltenham and Northampton MA, 2011).
Implied Terms in English Contract Law is a unique book dedicated to stating the law of England and Wales regarding the implication of terms into contracts. The law on this important subject is stated systematically and in detail, with the benefit of close analysis of the leading cases on implication at common law, by statute, by custom, trade usage, course of dealing and in fact. Coupled with a consideration of the history of implied terms and theoretical considerations, this book will be an invaluable aid to academics, students and practitioners alike. It would also be a valuable resource for comparative lawyers in many jurisdictions, both civilian and common law.

[image: ]Agata Fijalkowski, From Old Times to New Europe: the Polish Struggle for Democracy and Constitutionalism (Ashgate, 2010). 
From Old Times to New Europe considers the post-totalitarian legal framework in today's Europe, arguing that the study of totalitarianism and post-totalitarianism continues to be significant as ever. Drawing mainly on the Polish experience, this analysis focuses on the significant part played by history in the development of the region's identity and preferences concerning the role of the state in public and private life. It examines the political, socio-economic and legal aspects of key events and draws comparisons with other CEE states, whilst implementing key socio-legal theories to explain trends and strains in this post-Communist and post-totalitarian period. With the benefit of access to archival sources in Poland and Russia, this book will be of interest to students and researchers of European law, law and society and international criminal justice.
'This is a well-researched and informative study of the Polish political and legal, but also intellectual, history of the 20th century. Using the impressive body of legal documents and archival materials, Fijalkowski tells the story of political, legal, theoretical and conceptual ruptures and discontinuities typical of Poland and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe.' Jirí Pribán, Cardiff University, UK

[image: ]Richard Oppong, Legal aspects of economic integration in Africa (Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2011) 
This book challenges the view that effective economic integration in Africa is hindered by purely socio-economic, political and infrastructural problems. Inspired by the comparative experiences of other regional economic communities and imbued with insights from constitutional, public and private international law, it argues that even if the socio-economic, political and infrastructural challenges were to disappear, the state of existing laws would hinder any progress. Using a relational framework as the fulcrum of analyses, it demonstrates that in Africa's economic integration processes, community-state, inter-state and inter-community legal relations have neither been carefully thought through nor situated on a solid legal framework, and that attempts made to provide legal framework have been incomplete and, sometimes, grounded on questionable assumptions. To overcome these problems and aid the economic integration agenda that is essential for Africa's long-term economic growth and development, concrete proposals for radical reforms to community and national laws are made.

[image: ]Sigrun Skogly, with Mark Gibney (eds.), Universal Human Rights and Extraterritorial Obligations, Mark Gibney and Sigrun Skogly (eds.) University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010) 256 pp.
Universal Human Rights and Extraterritorial Obligations examines both the international and domestic foundations of human rights law. What other contemporary human rights debates have almost totally ignored is that in an increasingly interdependent world—where public and private international actors have great influence on the lives of individuals everywhere—it is insufficient to assess only the record of domestic governments in human rights. It is equally important to assess the effect of actions taken by intergovernmental organizations, international private entities, and foreign states. 
From this standpoint, contributors to this book address how states' actions or omissions may affect the prospects of individuals in foreign states and asks important questions: To what extent do agricultural policies of rich countries influence the right to food in poorer countries? How do decisions to screen asylum seekers outside state borders affect refugee rights? How does cooperation among different states in the "war on terror" influence individuals' rights to be free from torture? This volume presents a brief for a more complex and updated approach to the protection of human rights worldwide

James Summers (ed.), The Kosovo Precedent: Implications for Statehood, Self-determination and Minority Rights (Brill, Leiden, 2010).
This collection examines the legal controversy surrounding Kosovo’s unilateral declaration of independence of 2008 and the International Court of Justice’s Advisory Opinion on its legality of 2010. The book covers three issues: the declaration of independence, Kosovo and self-determination and minority rights, and the implications of Kosovo as a precedent for other regions. The contributors to the book are: James Summers, Kaiyan Kaikobad, Colin Warbrick, Morag Goodwin, Besfort Rrecaj, Jure Vidmar, Helen Quane, Elizabeth Chadwick, Stephen Tierney, Gulara Guliyeva, Stephen Allen, Edward Guntrip, Miodrag Jovanovic, Snezana Trifunovska, Vakhtang Vakhtangidze and Miryam Rodriguez-Izquierdo Serrano.


Former and current research students’ publications in 2010-11
Amanda Cahill Ripley (2007 PhD graduate), The Human Right to Water and its Application in the Occupied Palestine Territories (2011, Routledge).
Ben Mayfield (current PhD student and member of staff), 'Reclaiming the Rural Artefact: The Role of Aesthetics, Environmentalism and Food Security in the Emergence of the Law on Open Access' (2010) Law and Humanities, 4(2), 251-273.
'Access to Land: Social Class, Activism and the Genealogy of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act' (2010) Statute Law Review, 31(1), 63-83.
'Troubled Waters: The Unifying Influence of Conservation and Public Health on the Access Provisions of the Marine and Coastal Access Act' (2010) Liverpool Law Rev, 30(3), 247-262
Emilie Secker, (2008 PhD graduate), ‘The Role of the International Financial Institutions in the Process of a Rights Based Approach to Development’, with Sigrun Skogly, in Andreassen and Marks (eds) Development as a Human Right: Legal, Political and Economic Dimensions (Antwerp, Intersentia, 2010), 353-380.
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