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Paul Baker: ‘Corpus approaches to language and gender research’
Theoretical/methodological approach group: Corpus Linguistics

Corpus linguistics is not an area which has made a significant impact on language and gender research. As Swann points out ‘On the whole…there does seem to have been a shift towards more localised studies’ and ‘far less reliance is placed on quantifiable and/or general patterns’ (2002: 59). The purpose of this paper is to identify some of the possible reasons for this lack of reliance on corpora, and to demonstrate a number of ways that corpora can be used in order to aid language and gender research, e.g. using explorations of frequencies, collocations, keywords and discourse prosodies in corpora. For example, what do collocations of terms like bachelor and spinster in a large corpus tell us about the ways that such concepts are constructed in general language use? And how can corpora be used to identify hegemonic and resistant discourses? I will also highlight some of the potential concerns regarding the use of corpora: problems regarding over-focussing on difference, assumptions that all texts in a corpus are ‘equal’ and the loss of information when converting texts to machine-readable format.

The paper will be fuelled by examples from two books I have recently authored, using corpus-based methods to explore issues of gender and sexuality. 

Judith Baxter (invited speaker): Feminist post-structuralist discourse

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Feminist post-structuralist discourse analysis

What is FPDA? Is it really a distinct methodology separate from the more established approaches of CA and CDA? If it is separate - and I accept that this is arguable - what specific perspectives, values and strategies does it offer Gender and Language research?

My own approach to FPDA (2002, 2002a, 2002b, 2002c, 2003) has evolved from the work of feminists such as Bergvall, Bing and Freed (1996); Davies and Banks (1992); Jones (1993); Walkerdine (1998); and Weedon (1997). The feminist focus in FPDA explicitly highlights the continuing ways in which females are constituted as less powerful than males in many public and professional settings. However, from a post-structuralist perspective, FPDA does not recognise females as disempowered victims but alternatively as complex and multi-faceted. FPDA helps to explain this by suggesting that the ceaseless interaction of competing discourses means that females will continuously fluctuate between positions of powerfulness and powerlessness both within the same context and across different social contexts. 

My contribution to the Seminar will be to outline the key principles of FPDA, to identify the ways in which it links and connects with CDA in particular, and to specify what distinguishes it as a discrete theoretical and methodological approach. I will briefly outline the ways in which I have deployed its approaches within my research - in relation to classroom spoken discourse, and more recently, to management meetings and the construction of female leadership.

Bethan Benwell: ‘Analysing Gender in the “Circuit of Culture”’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Conversation Analysis

In this paper I outline a possible framework for a discourse analytical approach to articulations of gender in and around sites of popular culture, which I term ‘textual culture’. The research presented in this paper arises from work on written popular texts and specifically the relationship between men’s magazines, constructions/discourses of masculinity and lived cultures of masculinity. Whilst linguistic accounts of gender constructed through written texts (particularly media texts and popular fiction) are relatively common (Mills 1995; Talbot 1995; Litosseliti and Sunderland 2002; Sunderland 2004), their relationship to the constitution of gender in the social world has rarely been explicitly demonstrated. What has tended to contribute to the neglect of this analytical approach is the practical and methodological problems theorists have encountered in attempting to engage with the irreconcilable gap between macro-sociological (e.g. reception) and micro-discursive contexts. 

A ‘Textual Culture’ approach to the analysis of gender in popular culture, effectively aims to analyse in discursive depth, the various, intersecting sites of culture within which the material text is formed and mirrors recent developments in Critical Discourse Analysis (e.g. Wodak 2000). One of the aims of this approach is to reconcile methodological differences between CDA and CA by insisting upon a properly accountable discursive explication of the contexts which give rise to the text. In order to expand the terms of ‘context’ for an analysis of discourses of masculinity, the paper proposes a triangulated method whereby the discourses and categories identified in one particular discursive site (e.g. a magazine, or interview talk) can be intertextually linked (and indeed are sometimes intertextually indexed within the discourse itself) to other communicative contexts in the circuit of culture. My particular focus in this paper is on the provenance, cultural meanings and cultural currency of the discourse of ‘gross out’ and its relationship to masculinity which can be found in contemporary men’s lifestyle magazines, but also in sites of everyday talk and other popular discourses that both feed into and reflect the magazine culture.
Fazila Bhimji: ‘What can Conversation Analysis Contribute to Gender and Language Study?’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Conversation Analysis

The paper will critically examine the use of a Conversation Analysis (CA) based approach to analyze gender and language and suggest the need for feminist linguists to consider the use of multiple theoretical frameworks. A CA based methodology has been employed to analyze many different kinds of data. This approach was primarily developed to gain insights into understanding naturally occurring talk rather than written texts. A CA method focuses on examining 'talk-in-interaction' rather than oral speeches. A specific feature of a CA framework is that it relies on evidence which is very local to ongoing talk where moment-by-moment alignments taken up by participants in interaction are analyzed. Conversation Analytical approaches have been extensively used to study gender and language (e.g. Goodwin 1990, West and Zimmerman 1985, Coates 1993). Findings arising from this approach show the ways in which men and women's talk may differ in terms of turn construction and interruption, back channel support, and topic development. The paper will discuss these types of analysis, examine their strengths and weaknesses, and suggest the need for CA analysts to enter into a dialogue with scholars using a variety of methodological approaches. In addition to reviewing articles that employ CA analyses, I will then raise some questions: First, what does a micro-level CA analysis contribute to the study of gender and language? Second, what are the weaknesses of relying on a pure form of CA? For example, to what extent does a CA framework account for differences of age, nationality, religion, class, sexual orientation, regional and cultural background and their implications? Third, why do feminist linguists need to use multiple methodologies? Given that we live in a period of flux, fluidity, and a rapidly changing technological era, what can a CA framework offer and what are the limitations? 
Adrian Blackledge: ‘The men say “they don’t need it”’: Multilingualism, gender and identity in political discourse’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Critical discourse analysis (1)
On November 7th 2002 the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act received Royal Assent, and passed into British law, extending the language requirement for naturalisation candidates to those applying on the basis of marriage. That is, language testing requirements extend to the spouses of applicants who are married to British citizens. In the chain of discourses which emerged in the wake of ‘race riots’ in northern England in the summer of 2001, understanding English is linked with social cohesion, even at the highest level of Government. This paper suggests that the extension of the State’s powers to award or deny citizenship on the basis of language testing legitimates an argument which associates Asian languages in Britain with social segregation and isolation. In this debate there are several references to language proficiency and use in relation to ‘husbands and wives’, ‘wives and husbands’, ‘people’ and ‘spouses’. Rarely is there specific reference to ‘men’ or ‘women’. Home Office Minister Lord Rooker argues that ‘People are not encouraged or persuaded to learn English’, and adds that: ‘The men say “they don’t need it”’. This chain of discourses almost refuses to say what it means: that Asian immigrant women should be required to learn English as soon as possible, because their failure to do so brings about community segregation and lack of social cohesion which threatens society. It is clear that while men are also blamed for denying their wives access to English, the women themselves are said to be at fault for failing to learn English, and for failing to speak English to their children.

Gabriele Budach: ‘Women acquiring institutional power? Gender, discourse and power in French adult literacy centres in Canada’
Theoretical/methodological approach group: Feminist post-structuralist discourse analysis 

This contribution focuses on gender, discourse and institutional participation in French adult literary centres in Ontario/Canada. These community centres belong to an institutional network of the French minority. They are run by members of the francophone community and provide francophones with French language classes. The social space of `literacy centre' is perceived as female-dominated both by outsiders and its members. These discourses create positive and negative attitudes, for instance as including francophone women (from mixed marriages) linguistically and socially, and as excluding anglophone husbands. This raises questions about the role of women and their reasons for participating in this institutional setting. 

Following Heller (1999), I will be arguing that literacy centres are social spaces where complex discursive struggles are taking place in the francophone community and that gender is one important factor in these struggles. Literacy centres give access to linguistic capital in a minority language and access to this capital is hotly debated. They offer pathways to local job opportunities, to spaces in the public and private sector where it is possible to work mainly in French and to maintain multilingualism in a working context (Martin-Jones 2000). Thus, in one of the case studies I will present in this paper, one local literacy centre constitutes a power base for local women to challenge the discourses of the local male-dominated francophone elite. 

This contribution will aim to generate discussion about:

· the relationship between discourses on gender and women's positioning in institutional settings

· the ways in which women (and men) invest in the acquisition of certain forms of linguistic capital and certain identities, and how their choices are discursively framed 

· the ways in which discourses on gender relate to changes in social structure 

This contribution is part of a larger sociolinguistic, ethnographic and qualitative study on discourses and practices in French adult literacy centres. The study was conducted as part of an interdisciplinary project on the changes taking place in French Canadian communities in a minority setting (in Ontario) as a result of wider processes of socio-economic change. 
Carmen Rosa Caldas-Coulthard (invited speaker): Troubled identities: getting old and suffering to be young and beautiful

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Critical Discourse Analysis (2)
Women are particularly affected by social and cultural changes and fragmentation of post modernity consumerist societies and their bodies and images are the main loci of commoditisation in the discourses of body care, dieting, keeping fit and plastic surgery. In the consumer culture, bodies need to be coerced into normative discourses (be slim, be young, be good looking.). By manipulating, transforming and many times mutilating their bodies, these women mediate the relationship between self identity and social identity and the maintenance of an idealised self image is construed, I will claim here, through suffering. Although in principle the body should be the material property of individuals, which they (should) control and monitor in order to interact with others, the subjects I discuss in this paper (Brazilian middle class menopausal women) present and manage their bodies in accordance with procedural discourses of consumerist values – youth and beauty can be bought. Paradoxically, their individual’s sense of self becomes unstable and troubled: they are biologically getting old but are desperate to ‘appear’ as young as the women who are now attracting their similarly ageing husbands. In this chapter, therefore, by examining media reports, multimodal representations and personal narratives of Brazilian women, I will claim that in post feminist times, the female body is still coerced into discourses of power and domination – the struggle against becoming old by trying to continue to look young and beautiful. 

Harold Castaneda: ‘Feminist post-structuralist classroom discourse analysis: A pathway for the study of preschool children’s construction of gender identity while learning English as a foreign language’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Feminist post-structuralist discourse analysis

In this paper I will take as my starting point that with the exception of a thorough work on German as a foreign language in primary school children (Sunderland, 1992, 1995, 1998, 2000), the field of foreign language learning, in conjunction with gender and childhood, has been under-researched. Yet it seems vital to discuss methods to deeply understand the intersection of the three variables aforementioned. I will firstly argue that the combination of a functional classroom discourse analysis approach (Kumpulainen and Wray, 2002) with poststructuralist feminist ideas of gender and education (Davies, 1989; MacNaughton, 2000; Norton, 2000; Pavlenko et al, 2001) could work as a practical method to explore and interpret how gender identity is performed and communicated, verbally and non-verbally, in preschool classrooms of Colombia where English is taught as a foreign language. I will also argue that this particular combination of methods allows the investigation of cognitive processing while learning English as a foreign language (EFL) and how the social construction of masculinities and femininities operates through the use of the new language being learnt. Secondly, I will exemplify a particular case study demonstrating that the EFL classroom seems to be an environment in which gendered potential identities could be constructed and encouraged or diminished and constrained because preschoolers either accept or resist language provision, they also negotiate EFL content but more importantly, according to my provisional findings, preschoolers invest efforts to obtain learning spaces and in that struggle they could constrain other’s opportunities to learn or to communicate what has been learnt. Finally, I will conclude, in resonance with the findings of Hruska (2004) and Willet (1995), that engendered practices in the EFL classroom shape who has access to language use, affecting preschoolers’ linguistic attainment and identity construction. Thus, an integrated methodological approach of feminist post-structuralist classroom discourse analysis appears to be an appropriate tool to unveil engendered EFL classroom ideologies.

Nigel Edley (invited speaker): ‘Contesting Discursive Psychology’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Discursive psychology, ethnography and pragmatics

Discursive Psychology has become a relatively well-established ‘arm’ of discourse analysis in recent years (Edwards & Potter, 1992; Edwards, 1997; Potter, 2003; Speer and Potter, 2000) and it figures prominently too in attempts to understand or theorize gender (see McIlvenny, 2002).  However, in the hands of its main practitioners, Discursive Psychology has come increasingly to align itself with the meta-theory and methodological practices of Conversation Analysis (see Wooffitt, 2005).  In particular, it has come to share the view that the discourse analyst’s attention ought to remain focused on the local accomplishments of ‘talk-in-interaction’.  With this paper I want to show that, whilst this is a useful discipline, it should not be seen as a defining characteristic of Discursive Psychology.  Using a stretch of data drawn from mine and Margaret Wetherell’s masculinities research (Wetherell and Edley, 1994), I will reaffirm the case for an extended remit – one informed by culture, politics and the issue of subjectivity.

Susan Ehrlich: ‘Interpretations of Gendered Discourse: Critical Discourse Analysis and Cultural Background Assumptions’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Critical Discourse Analysis (1)

Work in critical discourse analysis (CDA) has been critiqued in a variety of ways but probably the most robust of these critiques has focused on the interpretations of texts proposed by CDA. Widdowson (2004: 109-110), for example, objects to the practices of CDA because they provide interpretations “which claim to be based on a close analysis of textual features but which are actually pretextually motivated”. Put another way, Widdowson is arguing that interpretations of texts always involve inference and that inference involves the mobilizing of extralinguistic contextual factors (including cultural background assumptions) which are not necessarily shared across discourse communities. In this paper, I suggest that a particular speech event, the courtroom trial, has properties that allow analysts to access participants’ interpretations of texts and crucially the way that such interpretations may vary depending on membership in particular discourse communities. By examining data from a Canadian sexual assault trial, I show how judges at different judicial levels (e.g., trial, Alberta Court of Appeal, Supreme Court of Canada) interpreted the trial data differently based on their different cultural assumptions regarding gender and sexuality. For example, even though the complainant asserted that she submitted to coerced sex with the accused out of fear that her resistance would result in more extreme instances of violence, the trial judge and Alberta Court of Appeal judge argued that because the complainant was ‘frozen by a fear of force’ she ‘implied consent’ to the sexual activity. In ruling that a woman who is 'frozen by a fear of force' implies sexual consent, these judges are relying upon culturally-biased assumptions regarding women's lack of agency and passivity in the course of 'normal' sex. By contrast, the Supreme Court of Canada argued that the complainant did not consent on the grounds that her consent was not ‘freely-given’, acknowledging that submission to coerced sex can result from subtle mixtures of physical intimidation and the pressures of male status and authority. In sum, this paper investigates a particular speech event to elucidate how the interpretation of ‘gendered’ discourse is influenced by the varying cultural background assumptions that interlocutors bring to bear on the process of interpretation. 

Sibonile Edith Ellece: ‘Cultural identity and gender in a TV talk show in Botswana: a CDA approach’ 

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Corpus Linguistics

Cultural identities and gender are enacted via language and discourse (Miller 2000), as when people discursively self- and other-represent, and discourses are ways of representing, interpreting and constructing reality which “structure both our sense of reality and our notion of our own identity” (Mills 1997: 15). Critical Discourse Analysis as a theoretical and methodological framework (Fairclough 2001; Wodak 2001) has enabled me to look at the links between cultural identity and gender in a TV talk show in Botswana and specifically at how gender-based prejudice is legitimized through an appeal to cultural norms and values. I argue that culture, and in particular Setswana culture, is represented positively in the discourse of the TV show (‘positive own-culture representation’) but that such representation simultaneously helps perpetuate practices that are prejudicial to women in Botswana. Setswana culture is also legitimized through a negative representation of ‘other’ cultures (‘negative other-culture representation’) where other cultures are seen to be spoiling the true Setswana culture and introducing undesirable elements (such as ‘Western’ ideas of gender relations) into the society. I suggest that awareness of the workings of discourse in the construction of gendered prejudice is a first step towards social change. 

Gabriela V. Fitz: ‘Making Sense of Bureaucratic Nonsense’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Conversation analysis 

This paper takes a critical look at how the organizational culture of an American state welfare agency is communicated and reproduced through internal memos. Drawing on the theoretical models of conversation analysis and critical discourse analysis, I examine ten internal memos regarding the prevention of workplace injuries. Special attention is given to the use of agentless passives, unaccusative constructions and adjacency pairs in representing and reproducing three specific dimensions of local social relations: agency, responsibility and accountability. Although the paper draws on Susan Ehrlich’s 2001 analysis of sexual assault testimony, the grammar of the memos represent a more conflicted picture of liability. In fact linguistic elements in the memos work together to attribute causal responsibility for injuries to employees, while still denying agency to employees and the organization alike, and simultaneously performing organizational accountability for the safety committee.

Julio C. Gimenez: ‘The gender of institutional structure: What text and context can tell us about systems of inequality’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Critical discourse analysis (1)

Many studies of language and gender have focused on gendered talk as individual practice, paying little attention to gender as an institutional principle (though see Gal 1991, McElhinny 2003, Wodak 1998). This has probably resulted from the emphasis that post-modern theories have placed on agency over institutional constraints. Although a change of perspective has for some time been advocated in some disciplines (e.g. Butler 1993 in sociology), certain paucity has been recognised in studies of language and gender (McElhinny 2003). Ignoring gender as a structural element can, however, contribute to maintaining the invisibility of systems of inequality.

This paper is based on a study that examines how men and women in communities of practice traditionally associated with the other discursively represent issues of gender and power. The paper focuses on men holding positions of ‘non-power’ in social work and explores how the gender of institutional structure that creates inequality surfaces in the work stories of two male social workers. Using these work stories, the paper demonstrates how a combination of text analysis, as suggested by Stubbs (1996) and Widdowson (2004), and discourse interpretation, as discussed by Chouliaraki and Fairclough (1999), Fairclough (1995, 2001, 2003) and Meyer (2001), can be brought together into a flexible analytical framework. This framework may contribute to, for example, making invisible systems of inequality visible, while avoiding pretextual assumptions (Widdowson 2004) and pre-conceived analyst categories (Schegloff 1997).

Eduardo de Gregorio-Godeo: ‘Disentangling the discursive construction of gender identities: a focus on subject positions’ 

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Critical discourse analysis

Contemporary post-structuralist discourse theory has come to consider that discourses position individuals as social subjects whose identities emerge as points of temporary attachment to the subject positions produced by discursive practices (Hall, 2000). Subject positions incorporate various ideological repertoires for individuals within the discourses which they come to draw upon throughout their social lives (Davies and Harré 1990). Focusing on the case of gender identities, the existence of specific discourses on masculinity and femininity has long been posited (Mills 1997). In this context, although critical discourse analysis (CDA) has become greatly concerned with the discursive construction of identities in general (Fairclough and Wodak 1997) and gender in particular (van Dijk 2001), little attention has been drawn to the actual theorizing and methodological exploration of the mechanisms whereby subject positions are discursively constructed in specific genres. One remarkable example within contemporary popular-culture genres in Britain lies in the articulation of various discourses on masculinity constituted around such pervasive subject positions as the so-called ‘old men’, ‘new men’ and ‘new lads’ (Nixon, 1996, Edwards 1997). Again and again, the detailed examination of images like these in specific media-discourse vehicles like men’s magazines from a cultural-studies perspective has not been able to disentangle the fundamental role of language in the articulation of such subject positions (e.g. Jackson, Stevenson and Brooks, 2001). This paper will discuss the potential of Fairclough’s (1989, 1992a, 1992b, 1995a, 1995b, 2003) CDA framework as an analytical resource for examining the discursive construction of gendered subject positions. A case study delving into the discursive construction of the ‘new man’ in British men’s magazines’ problem pages as a genre will serve as a case study to explore this process substantiated by significant results.

Anna Kristina Hultgren: ‘Reconstructing the Sex Dichotomy in Language and Gender Research: Call centre workers and “women’s language”’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Sociolinguistics

The risk of overgeneralising the speech behaviour of men and women and of reinforcing gender stereotypes led to a postmodern turn in Language and Gender research away from an essentialist understanding of gender, whether the framework was one of dominance or difference. Where current trends assume that gender does not exist pre-discursively, but is produced and negotiated in discourse, I will argue that as long as gender is a binary reality to most people, research in Language and Gender needs to be anchored in those beliefs. I will argue that, while not supplanting approaches that capture the nuances of gender, there should be scope within Language and Gender research for treating gender as a pre-discursive variable and that there are scientific, political and moral reasons for doing so.

By way of illustration I have chosen the method of ‘Correlational Sociolinguistics’ to examine whether the use of selected interactional variables correlates with the demographic variable ‘sex’. The method will be employed to data consisting of 78 customer service transactions collected from a British call centre. Call centres are places, like most others, where beliefs about what men and women are ‘naturally’ good at flourish. Cameron (2000), for instance, has shown that the speech style required of call centre workers orients to what can be described as an ideal ‘women’s language’ and there is indication that those who recruit to the call centre industry believe that women are more suited for carrying out the job. Since call centre jobs are low in status and prestige and high in staff turnover and absenteeism, these beliefs, if left uninvestigated and possibly refuted, will feed into a gender order that subordinates women.

Rosa Mª Jiménez Catalán and Julieta Ojeda Alba: ‘The English vocabulary of girls and boys: similarities or differences? Evidence from a corpus-based study’ 

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Corpus Linguistics

This study describes the vocabulary produced by 271 Spanish students, learners of English in the 4th course of primary education (10 year olds). Our objectives were to ascertain whether there are differences in the use of vocabulary by males and females observed in: 1) the number of words produced by girls and boys in a written composition, 2) the characteristics of the words used by each sex. 

Our study is linked to: i) learner corpora; and ii) studies on gender and language education, particularly to studies on the influence of the sex/gender factor on the learning of English as a foreign language. Within learner corpora, we find analyses of the most frequent words used by learners of English, of different mother tongues: French (Granger 1996), Swedish (Kallkvist 1993), and Norwegian (Hassenlgren 1994). Regarding gender and language education, research seems to show differences in favour of females in language achievement as well as patterns of difference in learning and teaching processes (see Sunderland, 2000). As regards the influence of sex/gender on English language learning, the studies carried out in Spanish school contexts by Jiménez Catalán (1992, 1993, 1997, 2003) and Jiménez Catalán and Ojeda Alba (forthcoming) have shown that: (a) female students produce more words in written compositions and make use of a greater number and range of vocabulary strategies than male students; (b), both sexes show differences in the type of vocabulary strategies they use, in their choices of social issues to be addressed in the English classroom, as well as in their use of vocabulary in written tasks. The present study contributes to this line of research by providing quantitative and qualitative data that give evidence of similarities but also differences in vocabulary learning and, above all, in the different ways boys and girls perceive the world.

Allyson Jule: ‘"We don't like to ask questions": Using Linguistic Space to Understand Gender Roles in an Evangelical Christian College’ 

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Feminist Post-Structuralist Discourse Analysis
This paper reflects on a male-dominated teaching discourse used at a religious post-graduate college in Canada and the lack of linguistic space among the female students that such a method seems to create (Thornborrow, 2002; Jule, 2004). Baxter’s (2003) Feminist Post-Structuralist Discourse Analysis is brought to bear to some extent in understanding the position of women as feminine performers and learners, as are Gilligan’s (1982) ideas on gendered morality expressed in In a Different Voice. This study suggests that lecturing is a powerful tool of masculinity and serves to exclude those born female from a more central role in religious community. 

Neither ‘aloud reading’ nor ‘fresh talk lecturing’ alienate female students per se (Barthes, 1977). However, lectures are specific speech acts, creating a stylized celebrative occasion of knowledge and, as seen in this study, work to set up a hegemonic masculinity (Connell, 1995; Swain, 2003), one insisting on female subservience and reverent awe (Gallop, 1995). Because there is a transference relationship that lecturing presupposes, the silence of female students (as witnessed in their lack of questions asked during question/answer time) affirms the possibility that within ‘God-talk’ (Ruether, 1996), women are necessarily quiet as a way of performing a feminine, devout gender role. A review of two theology classes by way of ethnographic methods is presented here. With the increase of female theology students in the last thirty years, it seems worthwhile to reflect on the continued use of lecturing as pedagogical tool in such settings and what its use suggests to students about gendered roles. The clash of conservative/spiritual masculinity with pro-feminist/social justice masculinity in pedagogy is seen as in particular tension (Clatterbaugh, 1990; Skelton, 2001).

Laurel Kamada: ‘Discursive “Embodied” Identities of “Half” Girls in Japan: A Multiperspectival Approach’
Theoretical/methodological approach group: Feminist Post-structuralist Discourse Analysis
Informal group-discussion of six Japanese-Caucasian adolescent girlfriends in Japan, and how they discursively construct their multiethnic and gendered 'embodied' identities is examined over several years, mainly focusing on Poststructuralist Discourse Analysis (PDA), Feminist (F)PDA, and the analytic tools of discursive psychology. I put forth a multiperspectival theoretical framework which incorporates different discourse analytic approaches together under the constructionist framework of allowing alternative forms of truth or perspectives to exist together. I draw on Phillips and Jorgensen's (2002) idea of combining not only different discourse analytic approaches, but also combining them with non-discourse analytical approaches. Theoretical notions are 'operationalized' through examination of people's discursive construction and positioning in their interaction with others by 'translating' or 'importing' non-discourse analytical approaches into a discourse analytical framework. In this paper, while incorporating aspects of PDA and discursive psychology, I also incorporate the non-discourse analytic theory of Bourdieu's (1977) cultural and symbolic capital by examining how this capital is discursively created. Embellishing Baxter's notion of (F)PDA, I furthermore propose the idea of incorporating the notion of ethnic subjectivity (E) into (F)PDA, which I conceptualize as (E)(F)PDA. I examine how multiethnic girls are "simultaneously positioned as relatively powerless within a range of dominant discourses [. . . ] [of ethnicity], but [also] as relatively powerful within alternative and competing social discourses (Baxter, 2003: 30; with my substitution of 'ethnicity' for Baxter's 'gender')." 'Embodiment' signifies how individuals make sense of themselves through the way they discursively position themselves and others based on their 'lived-body-selves'. These girls discursively 'work' to contest being 'ethnicized' or 'racialized' as 'haafu' (half) or 'gaijin' (foreigner), while creating for themselves cultural capital of 'ethnic attractiveness' and 'intercultural savvy'. As they move out of childhood into adolescence, and undergo dramatic physical and maturational development, they come to draw on a wider range of available ethnic and gendered discourses.

Surinderpal Kaur: ‘The performance of gender in online discussion boards: a case study’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Feminist Poststructuralist Discourse Analysis

The performances of gendered identities in cyberspace are complex and multiple, and are based on the dynamics of specific contexts and interactions within various virtual communities. Employing the combination of Performativity theory and Feminist Poststructuralist Discourse Analysis, this study examines the construction of a gendered ‘self’ that is constituted in and through discourse in various online discussion boards. The main research question in this study is theoretical as it explores the efficacy of combining Performativity Theory and Feminist Poststructuralist Discourse Analysis to examine the ways in which gender is constructed and performed in selected online discussion boards. 

The theoretical stance that frames this study is based upon Judith Butler’s theory of Performativity. Performativity theory allows for the hypothesis that gender is a repetitious series of acts (both bodily and discursively) that are imposed upon social actors by normative discursive definitions of gender and sexuality. In cyberspace these series of acts are discursive, as the nature of interaction emphasizes disembodied text over offline corporeality. Performativity on its own however, is not able to show us what is actually happening because of the levels of abstraction at which it works. Judith Baxter’s FPDA approach allows for the examination of the discourses that continuously compete with each other in the performance of gender - enactments of gender which allow members of online communities to take up multiple subject positions. Together with linguistic analysis, this combination makes it possible for analysts to investigate what is actually happening at the level of linguistics detail. 

I suggest that there are several points of intersections between Performativity and FPDA. A combination of these two distinct frameworks provides an ensemble of tools necessary to analyze the ways in which gender is ‘performed’ in cyberspace, and the ways in which members of online communities actively construct and co-construct gender identities. The ways in which gender and sexuality are constructed and performed also reveal how members of virtual communities negotiate positions for themselves within their community. 
Celia Kitzinger (invited speaker): Conversation Analysis: Technical Matters for Gender and Sexuality Research

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Conversation Analysis

Conversation analysis (CA) - as developed by Sacks, Schegloff and Jefferson - is a method of analysing talk-in-interaction, by which I mean to include everything from family conversation over meals to research interviews, suicide help lines, and consultations with beauty therapists.  Its distinctive feature, compared with other methods of qualitative analysis, is that it draws on an accumulated set of technical discoveries about the normative features of talk:  the rules of turn-taking, sequence organisation, repair, person-reference, word selection, and so on.  The foundational discoveries of ‘pure’ CA consist of rigorous and systematic contributions to understanding these norms and provide the empirical infrastructure for ‘applied’ CA - such as research using CA in the study of gender and sexuality.  In this talk I offer a whirlwind introduction to some of the technical discoveries that underpin conversation analysis and demonstrate their value for gender and sexuality research.   I aim to show that - and how -  technical discoveries such as ‘the projectability of a turn-constructional unit’ and ‘self-initiated replacement repair’ offer important tools for feminist analysis.
Veronika Koller (invited speaker): ‘CEOs and “working gals”: The textual representation and cognitive conceptualization of businesswomen in different discourse communities’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Critical Discourse Analysis (2)

This paper presents an integrated approach to gender and language study combining Critical Discourse Analysis with cognitive semantics, in particular metaphor. More specifically, it looks at the textual representation of women executives in various magazines to draw inferences about the way they are conceptualized at a cognitive level in different discourse communities. 

In terms of data, the study draws on the lists such as ‘50 Most Powerful Women in Business’ published in 2000 and 2001 by US business magazines Business Week, Forbes and Fortune, and on the list of ‘10 Most Powerful Lesbians’, which was published in 2004 by the US magazine Curve, following the example of Fortune. These collections of portraits of female executives and entrepreneurs are analysed with a particular focus on evaluation, reference and the metaphoric expressions used to describe the women. 

Results show that, while positive evaluation prevails in both types of magazines, in the business magazine lists, the women are most often conceptualized in terms of the war metaphor (e.g. “she fought ferocious battles”), even relatively more often so than their male peers (Koller 2004), while also having a number of stereotypically feminine metaphors ascribed to them (e.g. “[she is] one of the most hands-on nurturers”). By contrast, the Curve list betrays a lower overall number of metaphors used for description and an almost total lack of the war metaphor. In terms of reference, the business magazines tend to refer to the portrayed women in their corporate roles, while the lesbian magazine also labels them in less professional terms such as “working gals”. 

The concluding discussion will address in how far these differences can be attributed to genre and in how far they reflect, and may contribute to, different conceptualizations of women in the non-traditional role of executive and entrepreneur. 

Konstantia Kosetzi: ‘Harnessing a Critical Discourse Analysis of Gender and Fictional Television’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Critical Discourse Analysis (2)
My focus is a CDA of gender in a fictional TV series. CDA's concern with non-fictional media is established (e.g. Fairclough, 1995). However, the area of fiction is less usual, though "not such a stranger to CDA" (Sunderland, 2004: 142) (e.g. Talbot, 1995, 1997). CDA and fictional television is even more unusual (see Pollak and Wodak, 2003). Stevens (1992) and Gledhill (1997), among others, have nevertheless argued for a link between fiction and society. Because of this link, I argue for the value of CDA for the analysis of fictional television genres. 

In this paper, I adopt a Faircloughian CDA framework (mainly, Fairclough, 2001a, 2001b, 2003) implementing it with accounts of visual analysis, irony and (the role of) narrator, in an exploration of how women are represented in relation to gender roles and sexual practices in a fictional television 'text', the Greek series 'Almost Never'. 

I consider the specific television series a fruitful epistemological site given its explicit focus on sex issues and gender relations. The discourses 'employed' in the series, in order to be recognised by the audience (regardless of whether they are going to be accepted, negotiated or rejected), have to be drawn from those currently circulating in the Greek context: a context of changing gender relations, where media may produce a range of gendered discourses. An interdiscursive analysis can point to whether traditional, hegemonic discourses are being contested or negated and/or whether new (emancipatory? progressive?) ones are employed.

June Luchjenbroers and Michelle Aldridge:  ‘Did she ask for it or was there no opportunity? An investigation into the reporting of rape’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Critical Discourse Analysis (1)

Adopting a critical discourse framework, we analyse how gender is represented and manipulated in the legal settings. Our focus is on the interactional use of language in the reporting and investigative stages of cases of alleged rape. In analysing the data we will illustrate how a number of strategies, including question analysis, structural features of discourse, collaborative discourse features and lexical choices made by both the complainants and the police interviewers may influence the outcome of the case. Our data are new and as yet unexplored but our ultimate aim is to evaluate whether the language used during the investigation is contributing to the low conviction rate in rape cases. Earlier research, in the analysis of gender, has shown that where men are represented as pro-active and assertive, woman are represented as under-developed. Language has historically dis-empowered women. Similarly, it is well-documented that women have been 're-victimised' in the courtroom by the linguistic dominance of the defence lawyers and the coaching of their clients. We wonder now whether things are changing? There is much more awareness of equal opportunities and women's rights, legislation has been changed to protect vulnerable witnesses including rape victims in court. So, why are conviction rates still so low? Is it in the subtle use of language that continues to re-enforce stereotypical thinking? We look again at the data, examining language used in the reporting of the rape, the police interview and court trails, asking questions such as: 

1. What linguistic features are present when the complainant reports the case to the police? 

2. What opportunity does the complainant have to tell her story during the police interview and in court? 

3. What language is used in terms of metaphors, conceptual frames and by whom? 

Linda McLoughlin: ‘Can the analysis of the dissemination and reception of texts improve CDA as a methodology?’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Critical Discourse Analysis (2)

This paper addresses key criticisms of critical discourse analysis and suggests possible steps to counter them. CDA was applied to examine the construction of female sexuality in a particular genre, the 'sex special'. These texts are periodically contained in teenage magazines and purport to teach young women about topics associated with sex. The theoretical framework had recourse to post-structuralism, a key tenet of which views language as the site of the cultural production of gender identity and, by extension, sexual identity. By examining the relationship between language and the subject positions on offer, it was possible to plot the ideological messages permeating the texts. With the criticisms of Widdowson (1994, 1995a, 1995b, 1996) and Stubbs (1996) in mind I set about strengthening my CDA framework. With reference to the hybrid nature of the sociological and linguistic perspectives of critical discourse analysts, Widdowson contends that the former causes the latter to become watered down. Stubbs refers to a strong tendency of CDA to analyse just a few stylistic features. I therefore ensured that a comparison of representative texts was carried out and that a systematic checklist of linguistic features was applied. In order to investigate the notion of interpretative diversity and to address a further criticism relating to the partisan nature of critical discourse analysts' interpretation, my method endeavoured to ascertain the effects of the texts on the target audience through focus group discussions. An emergent aim, as the work was underway, was to consider its emancipatory potential. For example, the findings could be disseminated to groups who are involved in the sex education of young people in order to alert them to the need for more open and frank discussion of sex. Such measures may foster the avoidance of discourses that could cause young people to view sex as dangerous or transgressive behaviour. 

Sara Mills: ‘Contextualised analysis of gender and language’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Discursive Psychology, Ethnography and Pragmatics

Within language and gender research, gender has been largely analysed as a variable having an impact on the production and interpretation of interaction. Third wave feminist analysis has moved from this view to one where gender is seen as a feature which varies from interaction to interaction and which is constructed within each encounter. This often leads to a focus on individual conversations and makes it difficult to generalise about the relation between language and gender. Such an approach also fails to take on board the way that gender is both oriented to within conversation and is a factor which impinges on conversation and participants. Pragmatics, however, potentially at least, allows for an analysis which is both localised, i.e. how gender is addressed/oriented to/constructed within a particular interaction, and generalised, i.e. there are patterns of production and interpretation and principles of conversation which are fairly regular. This type of analysis examines the relation between these two views of gender: gender as a variable (without assuming that this variable is fixed or static) and gender as constructed within each interaction. Through focusing on the context, we can see that each particular context is informed by and negotiates with notions of what is appropriate/acceptable within that community of practice. Gendered language behaviour therefore is a complex negotiation between participants' assessments of what is stereotypically appropriate, or what they assume is appropriate within a particular community of practice and their own (changing) notion of their own gendered identity. 

Louise Mullany: ‘Negotiating methodologies: Making language and gender relevant in the workplace’ 

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Sociolinguistics

This paper will explore the complexities of selecting methodological approaches when conducting language and gender studies in the workplace, particularly focusing on research that has taken place in professional settings. In order for sociolinguistic research to be of political value, a process of very careful negotiation between the researcher and the researched needs to take place (Cameron et al. 1992; Sarangi and Roberts 1999; Holmes 2000). Politically important and relevant research questions need to be decided upon, and researchers need to ensure that they produce accessible, understandable work with clear practical implications for those who have been researched (Holmes 2003a; 2003b and Holmes and Major 2003 are excellent examples of this). The complex process of negotiation that takes place has a significant impact on the selection and implementation of research methodologies. 

Various methodological approaches and methods that have been negotiated in professional contexts will be investigated by examining studies focusing on medicine and businesses. The practicalities of combining quantitative and qualitative methodologies for data collection will be explored, and the value of a flexible, multi-method approach will be presented. This approach enables the theoretical frameworks of performativity (Butler 1999), communities of practice (Eckert and McConnell-Ginet 2003) and gendered discourses (Sunderland 2004) to be fully explored. Whilst this paper focuses in particular on the professional workplace, it is the intention that the overall principles discussed will be applicable to language and gender research in a wide variety of different settings.

Ila Nagar : ‘Language, gender and identity: The case of Kotis’ 

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Sociolinguistics

The theoretical and methodological approaches that I focus on are critical discourse analysis and quantitative sociolinguistics. I work with the theories of Wodak (2001), Fairclough (2001) and Eckert and Ginet (2003). In this paper I propose to provide a critical examination of these approaches and their usefulness for language and gender scholarship in general and the community I study in particular. I work with a sexual minority in India comprising of feminine men who self identify as kotis and occupy a liminal space in the gender/sexuality continua. Kotis are a community of practice (Eckert 1992) and members enter and leave the community as and when the need arises. I collect data using ethnographic methodology. Within the framework of CDA I analyze the way in which members of the koti community negotiate group identity by negotiating their linguistic capital in specific speech events. Cameron (1997) shows how gendered behaviour interacts with particular “ways of speaking” and is localized in specific ways. Bucholtz (1999) and Hall (2005) have also hinted at the importance of the speech event in and of itself in defining the way masculinity and femininity are constructed. I analyze specific speech events and their importance in defining koti identity and sexuality. Categories koti- identity-related and koti-identity-unrelated are established using critical discourse analysis following Kiesling’s (1997) view of power as an action which can modify action and using it within speech events. Within these categories, quantitative sociolinguistics is used to analyse specific instances of particular gender markings to draw conclusions about the relationship between language and gender on one hand and gender marking, power relations and identity choices on the other. The paper is a step in trying to combine the two approaches to highlight the relationship of language and gender with the help of both CDA and quantitative sociolinguistics. 

Pia Pichler: ‘Gender and ethnicity in spontaneous talk and ethnographic-style interviews: balancing perspectives of researcher and researched’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Discursive Psychology, Ethnography and Pragmatics

In this paper I wish to explore the potential contribution of ethnographic style interviews for research in language and (gender) identity. I shall present interview material from my study of language and adolescent femininities, which I collected with an initial aim to ‘triangulate’ my spontaneous conversational data (Silverman 1993:156; Hammersley and Atkinson: 1995: 230-232). However, a central question which has since arisen from this additional, non-spontaneous source of data, is whether to treat it as the interviewee’s ‘report on another reality’ (Silverman 1993: 106), or, in the vein of ethnomethodology, as a ‘local accomplishment’ (ibid.), in which participants actively and collaboratively construct knowledge and meaning (Holstein and Gubrium 1997: 114). 

In order to discuss this question I shall compare samples from conversational data, which has been self-recorded by a group of British Bangladeshi girls, with extracts from ethnographic-style interviews with one of the girls from this group. I used the interviews initially to clarify points that I had discovered in the first stages of transcribing and analysing my data (on a discourse and structural level), asking my informant about individual members of the group, about norms and practices within the group, and about aspects of the girls’ socio-cultural background, which I, as an outsider, did not have access to. However, in the course of this collaboration my in-group informant increasingly adopted the role of data analyst, providing her own interpretations of some of my material. In this paper I shall present extracts of data where my informant’s view supports my analysis, but also instances of conflicting perspectives between researcher and researched. My discussion of these data will highlight the potential contribution that ethnographic methodology can thus make to an exploration of language and gender by aiming ‘to comprehend the tacit and articulated understandings of the participants’ (Rampton 2004: 2). However, my paper also acknowledges the risk of relativism that some ethnographers face in adopting a non-political or even non-critical analytical stance towards the plurality of perspectives generated by their methodology. 

Kate Segall: ‘Perpetuating difference? Corpus linguistics and the gendering of reported dialogue’
Theoretical/methodological approach group: Corpus Linguistics
Research has consistently found the use of reported dialogue to be gendered. Women have been seen as using more than men (Tannen, 1989; Johnstone, 1990 & 1993) and, in particular, the newer quotative frame of ‘be + like’ has been perceived as ‘feminine’ (Romaine and Lange, 1991). More recent corpus analysis appears to support this view (Stenström, Andersen and Hasund, 2002; Tagliamonte and D’Arcy, 2004). 

This paper suggests that previous research conclusions may be misleading by creating larger gender differences than exist in reality. I show how corpus linguistics methods can be invaluable in constructing a detailed picture of reported dialogue use across a large amount of speech that is not possible with more qualitative methods of analysis. However, I also show that future research should be more critical of the value of any generalised statistics and of the way in which corpus studies on reported dialogue are constructed. In addition, it is also important to acknowledge the contribution of qualitative analysis in characterising the purpose of reported dialogue. The use of these reports signals the involvement of speakers in topics that centre on the personal – on people and on their social behaviour. Different types of reports allow individual speakers to negotiate different levels of politeness, persuasiveness (or perceived truthfulness) and collaborative talk and so qualitative analysis can compliment quantitative corpus analysis by providing explanations for (individual) variation. Corpus linguistics has much to offer language and gender research, but future studies should be less reliant on (potentially misleading) generalisations and more flexible by using this methodology in conjunction with others. 
 

Juliane Schwarz: ‘Beyond second wave feminism: drawing on a discursive psychology approach to carry out a discourse analysis of views on non-sexist language’ 
Theoretical/methodological approach group: Discursive Psychology, Ethnography and Pragmatics

In the wake of new theoretical and empirical research in gender and language which draws on notions of diversity, shifting identity, agency and performance (e.g. Bucholtz 1999, Eckert 2000), sexist language as a topic has become largely unfashionable with feminist linguists since it is associated with essential notions that women share similar experiences of systematic oppression by men (Mills 2003). However, post-structuralist ideas associated with discursive psychology (Billig et al. 1988, Edley and Wetherell 2001, Potter and Wetherell 1987, Wetherell and Edley 2001), allow us to look at how people talk about these language items and what kind of interpretive repertoires, i.e. coherent ways of talking about objects, and events in the world (Edley 2001), are used. 

In this presentation based on my research, I therefore do not look at sexist and non-sexist language use directly, for example, whether or not Ms or chairperson are used more often than Miss, Mrs or chairman. Rather, I try to address an aspect of a second wave feminist topic (interpretive repertoires surrounding sexist and non-sexist language) through a discursive psychological analysis framework. The data consists of focus group discussions with female undergraduate students, native speakers of British English from different age groups.
Francesca Marie Smith: ‘ “Tell Me Your Secrets”: The structure and moral function of women’s magazine confessions across two generations’ 

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Critical Discourse Analysis (2)

In modern Western society, reports of transgression serve as powerful carriers of traditional morality, thereby constituting a highly influential form of discourse. The narrative display of transgressions, and agents found guilty of transgressive acts, is found in television, newspapers, and ‘confessions pages’ that are often included in women's magazines. 

This paper focuses on one arena in which female transgressors are regularly exhibited: the ‘secrets’ page, a monthly featured pageful of ‘scandalous’ confessions that anonymous readers have submitted to the women's magazine Cosmopolitan and its younger-generation-oriented sister CosmoGIRL! The investigation of transgressive women’s narratives calls for an approach that can capture the subtle ways in which this genre implicitly reinforces the traditional ‘moral order’. In this study, I have chosen a methodology that draws mainly on CDA, but also on more structural approaches to narrative (Bell 1991, Labov 1997). 

My findings corroborate claims that public discourse follows a specific paradigm that ultimately promotes traditional morality while superficially seeming to underscore immoral behavior (Grabe 2002, Caldas-Coulthard 1996). In this talk, I will first highlight the elements of transgressive narratives and formulate a general structure for such confessions depending on the targeted readership. I will then explicate how these standardized formulae serve to promote traditional gender roles via (i) the transgressor's reported guilt (see Caldas-Coulthard 1996) and (ii) external commentary. Building on Aukrust and Snow's (1998) comparison of explicit versus implicit instantiations of values, I will highlight an important link between generational contrasts and structural differences in discourse. 

A critical analysis of Cosmo magazine confessions brings us closer to understanding the complex and differentiated ways in which our adults and children are taught gender roles. Furthermore, by combining several theoretical bases within the field of discourse analysis, this study provides a valuable contribution to the study of public and mediated discourse. 

Elizabeth Stokoe (invited speaker): ‘Gender, ethnomethodology and reality analysis’ 
Theoretical/methodological approach group: Conversation Analysis
The broad aim of this talk is to explain and illustrate an ethnomethodological perspective to the study of language and gender, which combines conversation analysis and membership categorization analysis. I have been developing this position for the past decade, in contrast to what are still probably the two main approaches to gender and language research: studies of gender differences in language use, and constructionist-based studies of gender performance. The ethno/CA approach is currently gaining recognition in the language and gender field. However, it is also repeatedly subject to criticisms, some of which, I suggest, are based on fundamental misunderstandings of the ethnomethodological basis of CA. In particular, I want to challenge the misconception that EM/CA is a form of “extreme anti-essentialism”, as well as the idea that it has a “severely limited” notion of context. I will illustrate my arguments with short data segments from a variety of interactional contexts including everyday talk, neighbour disputes and speed-dating.

Joan Swann: ‘Doing gender when you aren’t meant to: an exploration of language in interaction’ 

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Sociolinguistics

Sociolinguistics may be defined broadly as an orientation to the study of language that stresses the relationship between language and society, or language and social life. In this sense, it could encompass a wide range of theories and methodologies that would probably include everything in the Seminar. In this paper I’ll focus more specifically on interactional sociolinguistics.

I would gloss interactional sociolinguistics as the socially-oriented study of language in interaction – again, rather a broad interpretation. Gender would be of interest here along with a range of social and contextual factors that may be related to the conduct of specific interactions. Like other traditions, the study of language in interaction has seen a shift from a focus on gender differences and inequalities (in interactional style, and sometimes interactional outcomes), to a preoccupation with performativity and the interactional accomplishment of gender, or aspects of gender. This tends to involve a parallel shift from the study of interactional features (the use of overlaps, minimal responses etc) to a more content-oriented focus on the way people represent themselves and others. This shift has itself come under critical scrutiny (e.g. Holmes, 1996; Swann, 2002, 2003).

In the paper I’ll look at this area of debate in relation to a particular type of collaborative, exploratory talk amongst children in primary classrooms. Education is of interest as a site in which there are practical as well as theoretical concerns about gender in interaction, and these interactions are of interest as they come from contexts where there is not a major focus on ‘doing gender’. I want to explore the extent to which, and the ways in which, gender may be worked out in such contexts; and whether, and if so how, one may justify an interpretation of the data in terms of gender.

Kazuko Tanabe: ‘The Japanese Gal’s Speech Community Construction in Cyberspace’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Sociolinguistics
From the middle of the 1990’s, the new trend in Japanese women’s speech was cultivated by teenage girls. People call them ‘gals’. Gals’ language shows similar characteristics of the speech styles of other young peer groups such as rising intonation, a variety of shortenings, grammaticalized discourse markers or fillers and incomplete speech endings except for the cyberspace tricky orthography which is quite particular to the Gals’ language. The aim of this study is to illustrate the cause and the process of the formation of this gender-oriented social dialect from the sociolinguistic point of view. 

To define ‘gal’ is quite difficult, however, it often refers to high school students who are very tempted to buy branded goods; as a result, some of them seem to be associated with amateur prostitution or a business concerned with selling unwashed underwear. What is the most common feature among the ‘gals’ is their utilization of the mobile phones. The mobile phone has become an essential tool for networking among these (and other) young people. The methodology of this study also includes Japanese young girls’ use of the internet.   

Just as the Gals’ language is formed very comprehensively, the solidarity of the gals’ network can be observed to be valid. Le Page (1975, 1979) proposes the solidarity ethic, constant interaction and confined territory as conditions motivating cultural focusing, which produces a linguistic norm. Milroy (1987:182) states that speakers form a cohesive group in order to resist pressure, linguistic and social, from outside the group. The Gals have in common a negative attitude towards their surroundings because they feel that they are not part of the mainstream of their society. The conditions influencing the formation of this speech community are many and various, and do not necessarily depend on socio-economic factors.  
Oana Varga: ‘'Sex' and 'Gender'. A corpus analysis of British and American English’ 

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Corpus linguistics

In a variety of everyday life experiences and events (e.g. whether filling in an official form or visiting the restrooms), people are confronted with a meaningful alternative: that between ‘sex’ and ‘gender’. Even though they appear to be simple, straightforward notions, whose dictionary entries establish a clear-cut distinction between them, there is still a significant amount of misunderstanding not only of their meanings, but especially of their uses. In 1972, Ann Oakley introduced the notion of ‘gender’ as a matter of culture, of social provenance, to be clearly distinguished from the notion of ‘sex’ which points to biological differences in genitalia and procreative functions. More than thirty years later, it is worth looking into the life the notions of ‘sex’ and ‘gender’ have gone through. A comparative corpus study of the uses of the terms 'sex' and 'gender' in the British and American corpora dating back to 1961 and 1990 (LOB/FLOB, BROWN/FROWN) aims to look at their change over time in frequency and, by looking at their collocations and grammatical features, to explore their meanings across dialects and registers. A further direction of analysis is to explore the degree to which the distinction between 'sex' (in its biological sense) and 'gender' (in its sociological sense) has inculcated itself in the language use of the last four decades. 

Tamara Warhol: ‘Feminist Discourse Analysis and Biblical Exegesis: Interpreting 1 Corinthians in the Classroom’

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Feminist post-structuralist discourse analysis

This paper uses feminist post-structuralist discourse analysis to investigate how students in a divinity-school seminar exegete 1 Corinthians 11. Throughout the history of the Christian church, Biblical interpretation has been integral to the development of Christian doctrine. Exegesis allows theologians to articulate the literal meaning of a passage and illuminate the religious dimensions of the text. Different methods have been developed to meet these goals: historical, sociological and anthropological, psychological, literary, canonical, and ideological as exemplified by methods such as feminist criticism. The historical critical method dominates Biblical scholarship and focuses upon interpreting the text as it was intended by the original author. Other approaches, however, have highlighted the impossibility of exactly articulating the Biblical authors’ intent. For example, feminist interpreters argue that the sociological location of modern scholars influence their interpretation of the Bible. Thus, they suggest that the white-male population has offered biblical interpretations that have kept women in submission. This variety of approaches to exegesis allows for nuanced interpretation of Biblical passages. Regardless of their primary interpretative method, exegetes must now address both the historical past and the sociological present when they interpret Biblical passages. Yet, although ideological exegetes have highlighted the need to consider the sociological present, Biblical scholars do not often consider the particularized present. Theologians do not learn exegesis by themselves; they learn it in lecture halls and seminar rooms. They interact with professors and other students to construct the meaning of these texts. Through these interactions they learn to arrive at interpretations of passages which may be problematic for modern society - such as 1 Corinthians 11 in which Paul comments on the relationship between the sexes. This paper considers one class of a divinity-school seminar to examine how the interactional learning process may contribute to a feminist reading of the 1 Corinthians. 

Sue Wharton: ‘Representations and implications: CDA and the textual construction of the family’ 

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Critical Discourse Analysis (1)

In this presentation I shall examine the benefits and shortcomings of CDA as an approach to gender and language study from two perspectives: that of the potential findings of CDA type analysis, and that of the potential role of such work in socially engaged projects. I will concentrate on the analysis of texts whose role and position within powerful orders of discourse makes them significant for the social construction of gender. 

The first line of discussion will be mainly methodological. I will examine the contribution of CDA to the analysis of participant roles in texts focused on the family. Using data from children’s readers, legal texts, and media discussions, I shall show how different analytical frameworks reveal different ‘truths’ about the representation of family and social roles in the texts. I will suggest that a CDA stance can offer a way through such apparent contradictions. 

The second line of discussion will be mainly theoretical. I will focus on the role of analysis in the social change agenda of both CDA and gender scholarship. I will consider some limitations of text analysis in accounting for text as embedded in social action, and discuss the implications this has if CDA is to be seen as a research methodology in Gender and Language study. 

Ruth Wodak (invited speaker): ‘Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis: Performing Success?’
Theoretical/methodological approach group: Conversation Analysis
Most recently (Lazar 2005), Gender Studies has experienced the ‘marriage’ of Feminist Studies with Critical Discourse Analysis (FCDA). These two fields have always had a lot in common (Wodak 1997; Kotthoff and Wodak 1997), but the overlaps and differences have not been reflected or spelled out as explicitly as in this most recent attempt. 

In my paper, I summarize the most important dimensions of such an endeavour, which must necessarily be interdisciplinary and problem-oriented. Many approaches could be drawn upon when investigating or teaching gender issues such as psychology, sociology, woman's studies, CDA, history, media studies and political science. 

Starting out with some principles of FCDA, I will then illustrate relevant perspectives for Gender Studies with examples of research on female leadership in EU organizations as well as in other professions (Wodak 2005; Wagner and Wodak forthcoming).

Felicia Yieke: ‘Gender and Discourse: Topic Organisation in Workplace Management Committee Meetings in Kenya’ 

Theoretical/methodological approach group: Conversation Analysis
This paper describes the workplace situation in Kenya in relation to gender and discourse. It explores reasons why many women never make it beyond middle management in the corporate world. Amongst other reasons, the paper identifies discursive practices in the workplace as obstacles and discriminative practices that women have to deal with in their upward mobility in the workplace, which has been a male dominated domain. Specifically, this paper explores topic organisation and management of committee meetings within the workplace, which few women actually have the privileged to attend and participate in due to their corporate positioning. A lot has been written about interruptions and the use of questions as ways of marginalizing the less powerful members within organisations. Not much has however been done as far as topic management is concerned. Topic organisation is thus identified as an important aspect of conversation management and control. We therefore investigate how topics are selected and changed within institutional discourse in an asymmetrical fashion dependent on gender and/or power. This is discussed with ‘real’ data from fieldwork collected in the management committee meetings within the corporate firms visited in Kenya. In this respect, a sample of transcripts will be used to show how interactional resources can be used in discourse practices to further marginalize women. CDA is used as an interpretative framework in looking at gender and the discursive practices whereas CA is also used as theory but more as a method of data analysis tool in looking at the turn-taking processes involved. Amongst other things, it was found that men raised more topics, changed more topics, women supported their topics whereas women topics never went far. This research acts as consciousness raising for career women to know their roles as conversational partners and negotiate for their rightful positions in society.
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