Proposal: ‘Talking to the world’

To ensure that IGALA has a political role, by ‘talking to the world’ as well as ourselves, four proposals are:
(1) that we invite IGALA members to write to their local/national and even international press on issues pertaining to language, gender and sexuality, and to sign themselves ‘Member of International Gender and Language Association (IGALA)’ 

Caveat: copies of such letters (hard or electronic) should be sent to the IGALA secretary for archiving and monitoring (e.g. by the Secretary and President; the Secretary will then report on these at each Executive/Advisory committee meeting)
(2) that the President or other Officer of the IGALA Executive/Advisory committee is encouraged to write to the national/international press on issues pertaining to language, gender and sexuality, signing themselves as directly representing IGALA

Caveat: such letters should be written swiftly but should be approved by the President and one other Executive/Advisory Committee member; the Executive/Advisory Committee should also see such letters, a copy of which should be kept by the Secretary, as above.
(3) that the IGALA membership is invited to be alert to debates surrounding language, gender and sexuality to which we could provide a considered submission, for which views of the entire membership would be solicited, and which would need to be approved by the Executive/Advisory committee (by vote if necessary)
(4) that a space should be created on the IGALA website for members to debate controversial and topical issues surrounding language, gender and sexuality: this would assist such communications for (1)-(3) above to be written in a way which would genuinely represent the IGALA membership, and would also provide a useful resource (‘argument bank’)
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