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A fascinating and provocative book; at the cutting edge of theoretical
debates in IR on regional identity and empirical analysis of EU/
Mediterranean policy. An extremely valuable and timely addition to IR
literature and a "must read" for all interested in the role of the EU in the
world today.

Glenda Rosenthal, Director, EU Program, Columbia University, USA

This book offers a welcome and much needed contribution to the
understanding of the mutual constitution of agents and structures in EU/
Mediterranean political relations... indispensable both for those who are
interested in how discursive constructivism is applied to a specific case, and
for those interested in knowing more about the EU’s concrete policies
towards the Mediterranean.

Ulla Holm, Danish Institute for International Studies, Denmark

Michelle Pace’s work is not only a nice contribution to the new field of
symbolic geography, it is also a contribution to the movement within the
discipline of International Relations back to the broad tradition of social
science understood as a unitary undertaking that transcends narrow
empirical specialization.

Iver B. Neumann, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, Oslo, Norway

The Mediterranean - as a region, as an area of EU policy and as a place
on the fringe of a rapidly integrating Europe - has been a theoretically
under-researched area. Containing empirical research on Greece, Malta
and Morocco, this theory-led investigation into the political effects of the
Mediterranean's symbolic geography, complements work done on the
constitution of entities such as nations, Europe and the West.

The Politics of Regional Identity draws on the field of critical IR and
critical geopolitics to examine both the theoretical and empirical
manifestations of these changing geopolitical images and discourses.

Contents

Foreword 1. Introduction 2. Regionalism in IR — theoretical overview
3. Understanding EU hegemony. Levels of Economic development between
North and South and the EU’s Mediterranean policies 4. EU Foreign policy as a
discursive practice of the Mediterranean 5. Discursive practices of the
Mediterranean from Greece, Malta and Morocco. A comparative analysis
6. Which "Mediterranean"? A Comparison of discursive practices from the EU
and the case studies 7. Conclusion
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