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Highlights of the Research/Important Findings/Impacts
The study aimed to obtain a total of 1200 questionnaires across 6 prisons (3 in England and 3 in Scotland).  At March 31 the Problem Gambling Severity Index (PGSI) scores have been entered for 551 men and 155 women (total N = 706).  These interim results confirm that prison populations in the UK have a significantly different gambling profile from the general population across all 5 categories.  Fewer prisoners gambled in the 12 months prior to entering prison (46% in contrast to 73% of the general population gambling in the past year).  However, prisoners that do gamble are more likely to get into difficulties.  Overall, 11.1% score in the problem gambling category of the PGSI (12.5% men and 6.4% women). This figure is significantly higher (z=21.292) than in the general population where it is 0.7% (Wardle et al, 2010).  
Early results from analysis of the life story narratives of a sample of offenders, selected from each prison to represent different categories of gamblers (abstainers, those at low risk of gambling problems and problem gamblers) found that prisoners narrated their lives in ways that identified key events which changed their life course. This was often for the worse (risk factors rather than resilience factors); accidents, separation, parent’s or own divorce, moving home and bereavement were cited as trigger events as well as transitional times such as changing schools and neighbourhoods. These transitions could lead to upheaval and connected within narratives to negative effects like drug use, gambling related problems and criminal activity.
Progress Against Objectives
Aims and Methods of the Research: The project has the overall aim to assist in the prevention of problem gambling by defining vulnerability and resilience to gambling harm and identifying interventions that would reduce vulnerability and increase resilience from the point of view of gamblers and abstainers in a vulnerable group. There are four main objectives:

a) To identify and define vulnerability and resilience factors for gambling harm as they are accounted for by problem gamblers and those who abstain from gambling or gamble without problems in an established vulnerable group (prisoners in the criminal justice system);

b) To establish whether there are identifiable problem gambling crime careers by tracking the crime careers of a large sample of abstaining and gambling offenders;
c) To collect prospective problem gambling incidence data in order to better understand vulnerability and resilience in offending populations;

d) To identify and map potential screening and intervention points in non-specialist settings (including informal social networks) in order to better understand the potential of screening for reducing vulnerability from the point of view of gamblers in the criminal justice system.

Methods: Prevalence survey in 6 prisons containing standardised measures (a gambling screen (PGSI), health and resilience scales).  Narrative analysis of a sub sample of three gambling groups (abstainers, low risk gamblers and problem gamblers) interviewed in depth at three time points six months apart. Longitudinal tracking of crime careers on the PNC.

Confirmation Statement: I confirm that the project is being conducted as anticipated in the initial contract with ESRC.
Changes to the Original Award: There are no changes to report during this period.

Detailed Progress: Development of the research since the start of the award:

Months 1-3: Ethical approval and access permissions were obtained through the University of Lancaster Research Ethics Committee, NRAS (National Research Advisory Service), the Ministry of Justice, the Prison Research Committees of England and Scotland and individual prison governors.  The resilience scale was finalised with Michael Ungar at the Resilience Research Centre and questionnaire development progressed according to timescales.  The advisory group and a secure password protected shared webspace were established.  
Months 3-4: The questionnaire was successfully administered across 5 prisons (3 in England and 2 in Scotland).  561 (out of 600) were completed in England and 526 (out of 600) were completed in Scotland giving a response rate of 90.5%.  Almost a 1000 questionnaires have now been entered into SPSS to form the main project database.
Months 5-9: Interview cohorts were randomly sampled from the main project database. The project design aimed for 9 interviews in each prison from each of the 3 gambling groups; abstainers, low risk gamblers and problem gamblers. A total of 159 T1 interviews have been achieved (81/87 in England and 78/87 in Scotland).  
Months 9-12: 154 (out of 159) T1 interviews have been transcribed. The project team have agreed a narrative analytic framework for the interview data and transcripts are being entered into Atlas in order to progress analysis.
Months 12-15: T2 interviews in progress (see below)

Difficulties encountered: Access to prisons in Scotland was delayed and access was only granted in one prison initially.  The project team have worked extremely hard to obtain access to a second prison and we anticipate making up the remainder of the sample from a group of prisoners on home detention.  These difficulties delayed the completion of the first round of data collection in Scotland by approximately 6 months and thus the collection of T1 data (months 8-13) in Scotland.  This has delayed the onset of T2 interviews and we anticipate these will take at least another 3 months to complete (up to month 18 and possibly beyond). T2 Interviews have also been delayed in England due to access problems.  The National Probation Service have been helpful but offenders on licence are notoriously difficult to track.  We are now using personal contact details to write to all offenders where only a contact address is available.  3 offenders in the sample are on recall and will therefore not be interviewed.  
Changes introduced in the research methodology: The planned drawing down of PNC data will now follow completion of data entry of questionnaires by the end of March.  All data necessary for PNC access from English prisons has been collated and entered onto the database and we await final data from Scotland (see below).  We do not anticipate this will delay the project as criminal career data can be accessed retrospectively.
We are currently hopeful that the original timetable will be met.
Engagement with Potential Research Users: The project advisory group has been established and met for the first time at the University of Glasgow in May 2010.  Membership included representatives from HMPS, SACRO, the Gambling Commission, GamCare and Criminal Justice Social Work.  As the project develops it is likely that membership will change to include representatives from NOMS and probation in England.  Dr. Louise Falshaw (Head of Research, Development & Thematics, HM Inspectorate of Prisons) has expressed strong interest in keeping up to date with the project to inform inspection criteria and wider methodology, and HMIP thematic projects. Copies of findings are requested as the project progresses.
Publications:  A conference presentation outlining the aims of the project and the resilience measure was presented by Prof. May-Chahal at the International Resilience Conference in Halifax, June 2010.
Early findings on prevalence were reported in a paper presented by Prof. May-Chahal at the internal launch of the RGSB Strategy held on 19 October 2010 to the Gambling Commission.

An article on findings from the prevalence study focusing on health, resilience and co-morbidity is in preparation.  This will be submitted to the International Journal of Gambling Studies.
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