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This paper reports on research undertaken as part of one of the Flagship Projects at the ESRC Centre for Economic & Social Aspects of Genomics (http://www.cesagen.lancs.ac.uk/research/projects/proteomics.htm). 

The substantive focus of our project is ‘proteomics’.  Proteomics is an example of one of the new ‘omics’ which have proliferated since the formal completion of the Human Genome Project. Its object of analysis is the ‘proteome’, an entity which is typically defined as the protein equivalent of the genome. However, in practice the proteome has multiple definitions, and proteomics has contested boundaries.

Our primary aim in this project is to explore whether, and in what sense, proteomics is, or is part of, a paradigm shift in the biosciences. Following Kuhn’s advice we began by attempting to locate what might be considered to be the group(s) responsible for the emergent field of proteomics. Our method involved experimenting with a software tool called the IssueCrawler to locate & map proteomics on the worldwide web. We also experimented with the use of IssueCrawler maps as a method for engaging with proteomics actors, which led to our publication of an article about our research on proteomics in the journal called Proteomics. 

This paper discusses our use of the IssueCrawler as a research method to map, monitor & engage with proteomics. We comment upon certain synergies we have observed between our methods for studying, producing knowledge about, & representing proteomics on the one hand, & the methods used in proteomics to study, produce knowledge about, & represent proteome(s) on the other. It is as if we have opened the Black Box of proteomics only to find ourselves inside. Hence our coining of the word ‘sociomics’ to capture our reflections on studying the production of knowledge in the omic era. 
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