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Abstract

This investigation examines the representation of differently gendered characters and the levels of gender equality in four of the books in the ‘Topsy and Tim’ series for young children. The books span over four decades, revealing different levels of gender balance and character presentation techniques used by the author. The linguistic analysis details how the presentation of nouns and pronouns, noun phrases and social actions relating to the characters, display levels of gender equality, while the content analysis does this through the use of spoken word counts relating to the characters and their speech acts.

The investigation reveals that certain levels of gender inequality corresponding to positive male bias are located in the text published in 1965, with over-compensation for this in the representation of females in the most modern of the texts, published in 1991. There appears, on the surface to be gender equality across the texts, but this is related to the preference of “an equal place” for the twins, and does not consider the other characters.
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Chapter 1:

Introduction

1.1 Aims of Study

The concept of conducting a piece of research on the representation of gender in children’s literature, originated from personal interest, which stemmed from an observation relating to the gendering of protagonist characters in children’s books. This interest extended to all characters in such texts through further research, and it was at this point that I decided to use this idea as a basis for my investigation.

The aim of the study was to add to the increasing amount of research in the area of gender representation, through a systematic analysis of the different segments relating to this through children’s literature. The ideas at the time concerned the language used by the author to describe the characters, the language used by the characters themselves and the images presented alongside the texts. It is from these broad and basic terms that I was able to determine the multiple sub-divisions of the categories used in the study. The ‘Nouns and Pronouns in the 3rd Person’, the ‘Noun Phrases Relating to Social Actors’ and the ‘Social Actions Relating to Social Actors’ are derived from the initial plan to discuss the language used by the author. Similarly, the section entitled ‘Discourse Representation of Social Actors’ was procured from an interest in the language used by the characters. The concept of including a section on related images was always an attractive one, but on further examination was deemed too large to comment on as just one of many sections in an investigation. In order to do it justice, this topic of study, in my opinion would require a full and exclusive investigation of it’s own.

1.2 Hypothesis

In considering the hypothesis I should work towards when conducting my study, I consulted other resources relating to gender representation in children’s literature, including the previous studies mentioned in the ‘Literature Review’. These aided my comprehension of the subject and added to my information about the work formerly conducted. Presented below is the hypothesis I created and chose to work to.


It will be demonstrated that there is a significant decrease in the previously bias representation of male characters over female characters as the Topsy and Tim series develops over time.

1.3 Research Questions

In order to guide my investigation, and lead it towards aiming to prove my hypothesis, I created several research questions that I attempted to answer through my analysis and further discussion. These are presented below.

1. Do frequencies relating to the number of characters (types) and number of character appearances (tokens) suggest a marked bias with regard to differently gendered character presentation?

2. Is there a distinguishable difference in the representation of gender through the use of noun phrases by the author in relation to the characters?

3. Does the writer present the characters in differing styles with regard to their gender through ‘social actions’?

4. Does the number of words spoken suggest a marked bias with regard to differently gendered character presentation?

5. Are the characters represented differently with regard to their gender through their ‘speech acts’?

Chapter 2:

Literature Review

2.1 Previous Research

When conducting background research in the area of gender representation, it became apparent that many modern-day examples of children’s literature have not been created to reflect the modern-day values of gender equality. They do not display this inequality as explicitly as those texts from previous years, but instead mask this by means of continuing to describe what are classed as stereotypical features of the different genders without using as explicitly stereotypically gendered language. So, for example, a text is more likely to describe a female character in terms of her appearance and a male character in terms of his actions. This is especially present in Glass’ (1995:38) investigation into the roles of females in children’s literature, where, whilst analysing a number of texts, there is a focus on one text in particular, from which this finding is derived.

Conclusions drawn concerning the roles of gendered characters also offer similar results, presenting females as more domesticated and nurturing, and males as providers. This is presented by Adler (1993:111, cited in Glass 1995:5) and also by Glass (1995:35), who discovers that an increasing number of females are shown to occupy paid jobs, but these are nevertheless, jobs that require nurturing roles. She states, 


“ . . . the types of jobs [females] are represented as doing are usually jobs which are extensions of the stereotypical role of housewife and mother. They are very rarely shown as doing anything even slightly different from the nurturing and caring roles that children’s books have traditionally shown.”

Throughout my investigation, I drew on the works of several academics that had previously conducted research in and around the field of equality in gender representation, as well as in subjects that did not directly relate to this but did still contribute to my study. Glass’ (1995) work on the representation of females in children’s literature was very insightful; as well as helping to shape my own dissertation, this also led to some useful references. This was also true of Poulou (1994), whose work on the sexism of discourse in textbooks aided my comprehension of this topic greatly. In gathering information relating to linguistic analysis, Carroll and Kowitz’s (1994) work on concordance techniques, Gupta and Yin’s (1990) work on the significance of ‘word counts’, and the work of Jones, Kitetu and Sunderland (1998) on ‘types’ and ‘tokens’ were especially beneficial. In the area of ‘social actions’, I found van Leeuven’s (1995) work very enlightening, and with regard to ‘speech acts’, Austin’s (1962) ‘Performative Hypothesis’ and Yule’s (1996) interpretation of Searle’s work on ‘speech acts’ (1969, 1979) was discovered to be greatly advantageous.

In terms of discovering information about the actual series of texts analysed, there were two articles retrieved from websites that proved to be advantageous in detailing the history of the series as well as information about the authors. These were “Relaunch for Topsy and Tim” by Nick Rigby (2003), and “Conception, Regeneration and Eternal Youth” by Joanna Davies (1999), both of which are referenced fully in the bibliography, with copies of these articles located in Appendix B.

2.2 Why Study is Needed

It is encouraging to learn that there has been an increased amount of research conducted in the area of gender representation in children’s literature. My own research in this area is therefore, to serve as an extension in order to confirm that which has already been found. That is to say that present-day children’s literature is no more equal in the way it portrays male and female characters than it would have been some decades ago, although the way in which this portrayal occurs is slightly less explicit due to the methods used by the author. This provides for an interesting investigation due to the important changes taking place in the field of gender representation in children’s literature. This does, however, suggest that the hypothesis stated in the introduction, is one that, due to the findings of previous research, is unlikely to be proved true, I do though, set out with the hope to prove it correct.

The choice of texts I use for the analysis allows for certain variables to remain static and others to be measured, whilst still investigating this recurring conclusion. For example, the authors of the series have remained unchanged since it was first put to print in the 1960’s, highlighting the fact that any change in gender representation comes from increased pressure from ‘politically correct’ publishers, media sources and the general public, as well as the authors’ own changing views, rather than another author’s personal views. If however, it is not the case that gender representation changes over the series, this is also a reflection on these same sources, as the encouragement to keep these views constant, or lack of intervention to change these stereotypical ideals through literature, cannot entirely rest with the authors. However, the fact that this series has continued for more than forty years provides an excellent opportunity for an investigation into the afore mentioned continually repeated outcome.

I have also a more personal objective for undertaking this research in that I would like to allow myself to discover the ways in which children’s fiction presents ‘everyday people’ as social actors. My interest in this comes from my aspiration to become a primary school teacher.
Chapter 3:

Methodology

In this chapter I detail the stages of my research used to arrive at the results gained from carrying out my own analysis. I conducted the analysis with the aim of answering the research questions and of proving my hypothesis, both of which are presented in the ‘Introduction’. This section is divided into subsections, which parallel the stages of my investigation. These are listed below.

3.1 Data Selection and Collection

3.2 The Creation of a Corpus

3.3 The Analysis of the Corpus

3.1 Data Selection and Collection

The materials from which I gathered the data analysed were four children’s books aimed at 3-8 year olds from the ‘Topsy and Tim’ range written by Jean and Gareth Adamson. The rationale for my choice of this range is due to the prominence of twins, which provided a controlled variable in the form of an absence of age difference. This allowed a focus upon the measured variable of gender representation, which on the surface appears to be equal, as one of the pair is a boy, and the other a girl. Another key feature of these books, which helped persuade me to use them, is the low concentration of words in each. This is accountable due to the fact that the books are aimed at very young children, and was more fitting for the type of analysis taking into consideration time constraints.

In order to obtain the correct texts required to conduct my analysis, it was necessary for me to purchase them from sellers through an online auction site (E-bay). From this I had to search for books that spanned a forty-year interval, in order to address one aspect of my analysis that looks at the changes in gender representation over a significant period of time. This occasionally became a problem, due to a lack of material from earlier years in particular. Also in my search, I had to look only for those books that demonstrated the twins performing activities with similar levels of interaction, so that they would appear to be on an equal level to an audience who read them for the first time. In the books that I chose, they took part in the same activities with mainly similar outcomes for each of the pair. 

The books chosen ranged over a period of forty years, one from each decade beginning in the 1960’s, in order to assess any language change over this period, and whether this portrayed a change in the representation of gender equality. 

The full list of the titles used and when they were written is presented below, with full details available in the bibliography:

· Topsy and Tim at the Seaside (1965) – referred to as Text 1

· Topsy and Tim’s New School (1976) – referred to as Text 2

· Topsy and Tim and the Babysitter (1985) – referred to as Text 3

· Topsy and Tim go to the Park (1991) – referred to as Text 4
3.2 The Creation of a Corpus
In order to conduct my research, I created a mini-corpus using each of the texts I had purchased via the on-line auction site. From these, I made several photocopies of each of the texts, on which I could write my notes for each of the sections that form the analysis. Every word from each text was used to comprise the corpus, including speech from the characters and the author’s narration and reporting clauses. There were no restrictions, and as a result, the corpus totalled 2221 words.

3.3 The Analysis of the Corpus

I analysed the corpus manually, which consisted of both a linguistic and content analysis that investigated written and spoken words, basic character statistics, and depicted character behaviour. This was carried out in order to gain an idea as to the level of gender equality within the texts, and reveals a difference in gender representation. The linguistic features that comprise my analysis are divided as follows and detailed below.  

3.3.1 Nouns and Pronouns in the 3rd Person



3.3.1.1 Nouns Relating to Social Actors



3.3.1.2 Number of Characters (Types)



3.3.1.3 Pronouns Relating to Social Actors



3.3.1.4 Number of Character Appearances (Tokens)

3.3.2 Noun Phrases Relating to Social Actors



3.3.2.1 Nouns in Noun Phrases



3.3.2.2 Adjectives in Noun Phrases

3.3.3 Social Actions Relating to Social Actors



3.3.3.1 Verbs



3.3.3.2 Adverbs

3.3.4 Discourse Representation of Social Actors



3.3.4.1 Number of Words Spoken 



3.3.4.2 Speech Acts

Each of the analyses focus not only on the main characters of Topsy and Tim, but also on the peripheral characters which are often mentioned throughout the series, and on guest characters who differ but are featured in each book. The analyses were conducted manually, and in many cases involved sorting previously tagged linguistic and grammatical items according to text, gender and individual characters. It then entailed correlating these results into comparable forms, such as tables, for further analysis and discussion.
3.3.1 Nouns and Pronouns in the 3rd Person

In order to observe the ways in which the social actors are depicted throughout the texts by the author, it is necessary to examine the nouns and third person pronouns that are used as a means of reference to each character. This also allows an investigation in to the number of characters (types) in each text, and the number of character appearances (tokens).

3.3.1.1 Nouns Relating to Social Actors

When analysing the nouns relating to each character, I manually catalogued each into sub-divisions of Proper Nouns, which included first names (i.e. ‘Tim’) and ‘title plus surname’ arrangements, (i.e. ‘Mrs Patel’) and Common Nouns, which included gender-marked words that described the social actor (such as ‘landlady’ or ‘boy’). From this, I was able to calculate the number of characters (types) in each text.

3.3.1.2 Number of Characters (Types)

This part of the analysis involved investigating the number of characters within the texts, known as ‘types’, and analysing them with regard to their gender. The results for this part of my analysis are discussed in the ‘Results’ section under the title ‘4.1 Nouns and Pronouns in the 3rd Person – 4.1.2 Number of Characters (Types)’, and presented in Appendix C under the same title. This includes the distribution of characters over texts in order to observe any change in gender balance over the said period of time analysed. 

3.3.1.3 Pronouns Relating to Social Actors
As part of my linguistic analysis, I conducted a third person pronoun count relating to the gender specific pronouns in each text. This was to illustrate a clear indication of gender equality in the texts and this method is supported by Carroll and Kowitz (1994:73). They suggest that a deeper analysis into individual lexical items, such as gender-marked pronouns, is more beneficial in highlighting gender in/equality in texts. This is due to the fact that the significance of these often-repeated items tends to be overlooked or masked when conducting a more general content analysis.

I conducted the pronoun count part of my analysis by linking gender-marked pronouns to their respective social actors. This resulted in differing levels of equality relating to gender representation. Through my analysis, I discovered an imbalance not only with regard to gender but also at the level of individual characters. These results are discussed in the ‘Results’ section under the title ‘4.1 Nouns and Pronouns in the 3rd Person – 4.1.3 Pronouns Relating to Social Actors’ and are located in Appendix C under the same title.

3.3.1.4 Number of Character Appearances (Tokens)
After calculating the number of differently gendered characters in each text, conducting a corresponding pronoun count and recognising changes in gender balance that appeared to be related to these, it seemed appropriate to then examine the ‘tokens’: the number of character appearances in a text. This is an extension to the ‘type’ analysis in that it examines more closely the balance between male and female representation. For example, readers may, upon first studying a text, be lead towards the notion that there is an equal proportion of gender representation present through the demonstration of character ‘types’. This however, may not be the case as a certain gender may be revealed as appearing more frequently than the other. This analytical method is encouraged by Jones, Kitetu and Sunderland (1998).

The analysis was conducted across each of the texts, so as to note any alteration in gender balance over the studied time-period, as well as to present any gender and individual character contrasts. This was in order to emphasise which of the characters is portrayed as the most salient.

It was noted that in some of the texts, there were characters that were referred to through the speech of others. These were not actively involved in the stories in that they did not make an appearance themselves, but are however, added to the ‘type’ and ‘token’ counts. These are highlighted in the results by the use of an asterisk (*).

All of the results regarding ‘tokens’ are discussed in the ‘Results’ section under the title ‘4.1 Nouns and Pronouns in the 3rd Person - 4.1.4 Number of Character Appearances (Tokens)’ and are replicated in Appendix C under the same heading.

3.3.2 Noun Phrases Relating to Social Actors
So that a detailed comprehension of the physical presentation of the social actors can be gained, an analysis in to the noun phrases describing characters was undertaken. This investigated the contexts in which nouns and pronouns describing the characters are placed, the preferred grammatical roles of each of the actors within noun phrases, and the adjectives used within the noun phrases. 
3.3.2.1 Nouns in Noun Phrases

When conducting the analysis of noun phrases within the texts, I compared only those presented by the author. This was in order to depict the contexts in which the characters are placed, as well as the characters’ grammatical statuses within the sentence clauses of the texts, without the subjective and egocentric bias of character intervention. This allows for the physical appearances of the characters to be noted and therefore a comparison in gender representation to be made. It also allows for observation of ‘subject’ and ‘object’ preference among the different genders and individual characters in each of the texts from the relatively objective view of the reader.  

In order to obtain this information, I investigated the noun phrases surrounding the appropriate nouns and pronouns as well as the ‘subjects’ and ‘objects’ of the related clauses. The results for this section of the analysis are discussed in the ‘Results’ section under ‘4.2 Noun Phrases Relating to Social Actors – 4.2.1 Nouns in Noun Phrases’ and are located in Appendix C under the same title.

3.3.2.2 Adjectives in Noun Phrases
The second aspect of ‘noun phrases within the texts’ to be analysed was ‘adjectives’. This was for the purpose of demonstrating the ways in which the author portrayed the characters’ actions and states. In my analysis, I examine those adjectives that describe the characters’ physical appearances, voice intonations, opinions, personalities, positions in situations or events, and physical, mental and emotional states. The results from this are discussed in the ‘Results’ section under the heading ‘4.2 Noun Phrases Relating to Social Actors – 4.2.2 Adjectives in Noun Phrases’, and can be found in Appendix C under the same heading.
3.3.3 Social Actions Relating to Social Actors

This part of my analysis allows for distinct differences relating to ‘social actions’ to be highlighted between the genders. This area of study is extremely advantageous when illustrating differences in gender representation, as actions and the ways in which they are performed are often characterized as gender specific.

3.3.3.1 Verbs
As detailed above, the analysis of verbs in the texts is important in highlighting any differences in gender representation. In order to make the analysis more advantageous to the overall study, I have chosen to examine only those verbs that display how the characters communicate through speech, and those that describe their physical movements (or lack thereof). I have chosen these in particular because they concern a significant proportion of narration related to the characters’ actions throughout the texts.

In carrying out the analysis of verbs, I gathered those that fell into either of the above categories from each text and related these to their respective characters. The results are discussed under ‘4.3 Social Actions Relating to Social Actors – 4.3.1 Verbs’ in the ‘Results’ section and can be found under the same title in Appendix C.

3.3.3.2 Adverbs
As adverbs are used to perform a wide variety of functions in the English Language, I have, in my analysis, investigated only those that add further meaning or comment to the afore mentioned event or state by the modification of the verb. This is because these adverbs provide the most appropriate information required to analysing gender representation through adverb use. Due to their informant nature, these adverbs illustrate any distinctions in the ways in which differently gendered characters may perform the same action is contrasting manners.

Through this, I discovered which adverbs are regularly used with certain characters, therefore also being able to distinguish which are used most often in conjunction with the differing genders. The results of this analysis are discussed in the ‘Results’ section under ‘4.3 Social Actions Relating to Social Actors – 4.3.2 Adverbs’ and can be found in Appendix C under the same title. 

3.3.4 Discourse Representation of Social Actors

With regard to the four sub-sections that comprise my analysis, this section of content analysis, concerning the discourse representation of social actors, is the only one that is related to the speech of the characters. It is from this section that one can observe that which the author compels the characters to ‘say’, allowing a different aspect of character significance to be perceived through their spoken word counts, as well as an examination into character interaction through their speech acts.

3.3.4.1 Number of Words Spoken 

It may be noted that not every actor in each of the texts has a role that requires them to speak. The number of words spoken by those characters that do speak though, is essential in defining which are the most significant and influential characters to the readers, as these are the ones that remain the most memorable. This is supported by Gupta and Yin (1990:32).


“ . . . those characters given direct speech are in general more salient than those characters who do not speak . . .”

With regard to gender representation then, this becomes an important aspect of the overall analysis. 

In carrying out the spoken word count of the analysis, I calculated the total number of words spoken by each ‘speaking’ character per text, allowing the total proportion of spoken words per text as well as for the entire corpus to be calculated. From this I could also verify the number of words spoken by the differently gendered characters as well as individual actors, and compare these across texts to establish any change. 

Due to the high female to male ratio exhibited throughout the majority of the texts, especially with regard to ‘speaking’ characters, the following equation has been used in order to establish an ‘average male’ and ‘average female’ with reference to the ‘number of words spoken’ for each text. By using this equation, it is also possible to determine a definite percentage of spoken words for the gendered characters of each text, without bias, due to the equal level that it provides for comparison.
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All of the results related to the ‘spoken word count’ part of the analysis are discussed under the ‘4.4 Discourse Representation of Social Actors – 4.4.1 Number of Words Spoken’ section of ‘Results’ below, and can be found under the same title in Appendix C.

3.3.4.2 Speech Acts
The significance of speech act analysis was to enable any contrasts between  gendered utterances to be observed. For this section I used two methods of analysis to distinguish differing types of speech act, in order to obtain a more complete understanding of that which assists in the formation and demonstration of gender representation. Yule (1996:58) highlights the significance of speech act analysis, which illustrates its value within my own analysis,

“The usefulness of speech act analysis is in illustrating the kinds of things we can do with words and identifying some of the conventional utterance forms we use to perform specific actions.”

Both methods are presented side-by-side in Yule (1996:53-56), who acknowledges Austin (1975) and Searle (1969, 1979) for formulating these principle approaches to identifying speech acts. 

The first approach is related to Searle (1979 cited in Yule 1996) and is concerned with distinguishing speech acts by ‘function’, which is based on Austin’s (1962 cited in Thomas 1995) ‘Performative Hypothesis’. The ‘Five General Functions’ of this approach are presented in the form of a table taken from Yule (1996:55) and represented in Appendix D.

This dictates that different types of speech act are determined and identified by the use of certain words, which fall into categories such as emotions, states, and intentions. With this is mind, I carried out a manual tagging of speech acts labelling each based on the speaker’s interaction within the situation, through their use of certain words.  This enabled a distinction of speech acts by function in my analysis, but presented problems in the form of question categorisation and the fact that some speech acts are heavily masked by the superficial structuring of the utterance, leading to ambiguity and therefore promoting researcher bias due to interpretation. Austin (1962 cited in Thomas 1995:44) himself experienced similar difficulties, leading to the withdrawal of his ‘Performative Hypothesis’. The rationales for this withdrawal are presented in Thomas (1995:44) and reproduced in Appendix D.

The problems experienced allow for a second approach to be adopted and used in conjunction with the first, in order gain an in-depth understanding of the speech acts uttered. The second approach is detailed in Yule (1996:54-56) and distinguishes speech acts by their ‘structure’. This occurs through the categorisation of speech acts into either ‘direct’ or ‘indirect’. ‘Direct’ speech acts are those that correspond their ‘communicative function’ with their ‘structural form’ i.e. a ‘question’ uttered as an ‘interrogative’. Contrasts between these lead to ‘indirect’ speech acts i.e. a ‘request’ uttered as a ‘declarative’. 

When analysing speech acts using this method, I first determined the ‘communicative function’ of the utterance, as this was often the most evident. I then compared it to what would be it’s corresponding ‘structural form’ if it were to be ‘direct’. I did this using a self-made chart presenting corresponding functions and forms, which is reproduced in Appendix D.

Using this approach in conjunction with the first, I managed to positively identify the ‘functions’ and ‘structures’ of the speech acts within the texts. The findings from this part of the analysis are discussed in the ‘Results’ section under ‘4.4 Discourse Representation of Social Actors – 4.4.2 Speech Acts’ and located in Appendix C under the same title.

Chapter 4:

Results

In the previous chapter, I detailed the methods by which the analysis of the ‘Topsy and Tim’ series was investigated. In this chapter I introduce the general findings of the analysis, and draw attention to any anomalies and significant results that occur. The full presentation of results can be located in Appendix C.

4.1 Nouns and Pronouns in the 3rd Person

4.1.1 Nouns Relating to Social Actors and 4.1.2 Number of Characters (Types)

It has been ascertained that in the texts analysed, the proportion of male to female characters has changed over the time period. This began with a small majority of male characters in the earliest text (5:3) and concluded with a large majority of female characters in the more recent ones (4:9), (3:4), (1:4). Of these, it appears that there has been an equal distribution of male and female titles corresponding to Common Nouns across the texts. Alternatively, the main characters of the series are evidently labelled using Proper Nouns for their names, as are regular peripheral characters such as their parents. These however, are labelled by their familial roles i.e. Dad. Other characters that are named using Proper Nouns include those in positions of authority with respect to the main characters, and associates, who appear regularly throughout the series. Those characters labelled with Common Noun titles appear to be either indeterminate, in that the main characters do not know them well, or are relatively insignificant to the story.

4.1.3 Pronouns Relating to Social Actors

The results of the pronoun count show that there appears to be an increasing majority of female pronouns as the texts progress towards the present-day. The male to female ratios for these pronouns are as follows: Text 1 (3:6), Text 2 (8:9), Text 3 (1:12), Text 4 (0:6). As expected, in most texts the characters with the most pronouns relating to them are the most salient, these however, are not always the main characters.             

4.1.4 Number of Character Appearances (Tokens)                                                                                                                                                                       

With regard to the number of appearances made by the characters, there is a relatively balanced ratio when examining the genders of the characters over the texts. When investigating each text further, it becomes apparent that the main characters of Topsy and Tim, have, in general, even numbers of appearances, but the other significant characters tend to differ. In the earliest text, male characters appear more often than female ones (39:29), and in the more recent texts, females have more appearances (35:42), (29:46), (21:37). An exception occurs with Text 4 on an individual level, where as there is only one male character out of the total of five, his individual count comprises the total number of male appearances in this text. 

4.2 Noun Phrases Relating to Social Actors

4.2.1 Nouns in Noun Phrases

The results of the noun phrase analysis with regard to the contexts of the characters, has provided little information relating to gender balance in the texts, due to the way in which noun phrases are used. These have provided more information about character associations than descriptions, especially with reference to the main characters of Topsy and Tim. There are though some examples where accurate descriptions of characters are portrayed through the use of noun phrases, such as ‘the fisherman’ in Text 1, ‘Mrs Patel’ in Text 2, ‘Mrs Rupert’ in Text 3 and ‘Kerry’ in Text 4.

Although the general noun phrase analysis has presented relatively poor results with regard to character context, it has produced more acceptable results in terms of characters’ grammatical statuses. Over the texts it is illustrated that there is, in general, equality in relation to the characters’ grammatical statuses in noun phrases, with no exceptional results either way. They present, as expected, that the majority of characters are the ‘subjects’ of clauses, but that no gender is preferred over the other, with similar results for ‘object’ analysis.

4.2.2 Adjectives in Noun Phrases

The results from the ‘adjectives’ analysis provide more information about character descriptions. These though, depict even levels of gender representation, due to the fact that the main characters, Topsy and Tim are often described together in the same clause. When looking in detail at the individual characters’ descriptions, this observation is confirmed in that the main characters have similar levels of descriptions in terms of both number and words used. Looking at the other actors in the texts, it is noted that they also have similar levels of description in terms of number, especially considering the differences in the numbers of differently gendered characters across the texts.

4.3 Social Actions Relating to Social Actors
4.3.1 Verbs

The initial observations from the analysis of ‘verbs’ indicate that there are, in general, mixed results with regard to the distribution of actions for the different genders across the texts. It is presented that in each of the texts, females are attributed more ‘speech’ related verbs, and in some cases, the majority is significant (i.e. Text 3 - 8:22). When examining the ‘physical movement’ related verbs though, it is noted that there is a slight imbalance in the first text, with males taking the majority over females (6:5). This statistic is enhanced when the proportionately equal number of verbs relating to Topsy and Tim’s ‘physical movements’ are discounted resulting in the male dominated outcome of (3:0). This is rectified in Text 2 by a balanced ratio of (2:2), then altered slightly in the third, attributing females more ‘physical movement’ related verbs (5:6). This is embellished in Text 4 with a (7:14) female majority. On closer inspection, it is noted that Topsy and Tim are ascribed comparably equal results for both of these verb analyses across the texts. This credits any imbalance to other characters and it is reiterated that the increasing number of females across the texts may be responsible for this result. In Texts 2 and 4, Tim is the only male character attributed the types of actions analysed. With this in mind, it becomes apparent that had there been equal numbers of male and female characters in each of the texts, with a matching increase in ‘movement’ related verbs, the outcome may have been more balanced. In some cases, such as in Text 3, this may have been reversed completely. 

4.3.2 Adverbs

The ‘adverbs’ analysis reveals that, again, due to the discussion of the main characters being present in the same clause, the general gender analysis regarding ‘adverbs’ demonstrates equality over the texts. Although this appears to be the case, it is the individual analyses that are once more of greater benefit in demonstrating gender balance. Once the results relating to Topsy and Tim are deducted, the findings present that the texts become increasingly bias in favour of females. This however, is likely to be due to the majority of female characters. 

As the analysis focused on adverbs that modified verbs in terms of speed, volume and completeness, a more intensive and widespread investigation into adverb distribution may have uncovered a more significant result.

4.4 Discourse Representation of Social Actors

4.4.1 Number of Words Spoken

As the proportion of spoken words amounts to just under a quarter of the total number of words of analysed, demonstrating these results for all texts that do not present equal numbers of male and female characters (all except Text 1) would be very difficult without the use of the ‘Average Fe/Male’ equation. Through this it can be noted that the average number of words per fe/male in each text can be completely different from what it is presented to look like at first glance. The initial male to female ratio in Text 2 for example, reads 29:65. With the application of the equation this is altered to 40:15.2. With regard to a change in gender balance over the forty year time period, the results do not present a pattern of increasing gender equality either way. They do however, highlight the fact that aspects of gender inequality regarding male influence are still prominent in present-day children’s literature.

This is demonstrated in Text 4, by the number of ‘average’ male to ‘average’ female words spoken being (48:23). Due to the fact that in this particular text there is only one male character, the number of words spoken by the ‘average male’ equals that of the single male in Text 4. This suggests that the actual words this male (Tim) speaks may be of more significance than those spoken by the female actors. This is due to his singularity.

4.4.2 Speech Acts

With regard to the differing speech acts analysed, it was found that when investigating those based on Austin’s (1962) hypothesis, there were evidently important findings in Text 1. In this text, there are equal numbers of differently gendered ‘speaking’ characters, and from the results it was determined that there was a significant difference in the number of ‘representatives’ spoken by the different genders, with two thirds (2/3) being spoken by females. When looking at individual characters in this text, it is observed that the number of ‘representatives’ occurrences for the main characters, Topsy and Tim are exactly equal (4/15). There was also a notable result in this text with reference to ‘expressives’, where it was discovered that four fifths (4/5) were uttered by males. 

The remaining texts presented relatively equal statistics relating to Austin’s (1962) definition of speech acts with the exceptions of Text 3 and Text 4, which presented significant results regarding ‘representatives’. In these, females are displayed as uttering a significant proportion of ‘representatives’ (Text 3 – 5/6, Text 4 – 7/8) compared to males, but it must also be noted that the most salient female in Text 3 aside from Topsy, has much influence and authority over the main characters. Further, in Text 4, it should be stated that there are several more ‘speaking’ females than ‘speaking’ males (4:1). The result for ‘directives’ in these texts follows a similar pattern, but to a lesser extent (Text 3 – females = 2/3, Text 4 – females = 4/7).

The patterns of these texts are mirrored when examining the analysis through Yule’s (1996) explanation of speech acts, with females in Text 1 making more ‘declaratives’ and ‘statements’ and males producing more ‘interrogatives’, ‘questions’ and ‘requests’. The main characters of Topsy and Tim continue to reflect an equal balance regarding gender representation through speech acts in this text. In Text 2, there continues to be a more equal display of results when analysing speech acts according to Yule (1996), and the striking features presented in Texts 3 and 4 through analysis based on Austin (1962) are mirrored in the results exhibited by an analysis based on Yule (1996). These show that two thirds (2/3) of females make ‘statements’ in Text 3, and thirteen of the nineteen (13/19) ‘statements’ in Text 4 are made by females. 

The significance of the relationship between ‘direct’ and ‘indirect’ speech acts is explored in Yule’s (1996) explanation of Searle’s (1979) concept. The relationship between these in my analysis are as follows: Text 1 – direct = 71%, indirect = 29%, Text 2 – direct = 84%, indirect = 16%, Text 3 – direct = 78%, indirect = 22%, Text 4 – direct = 66%, indirect = 33%.

4.5 The Overall Picture

It is observed that many of the results obtained indicate a level of equality on the surface of the ‘Topsy and Tim’ series, through the presentation of similar results for males and females. They also depict the equalisation of gender representation over the forty-year period, through the evident increase of equal female features in the more recent texts. When looking beyond the results linked directly to gender, towards individual character findings, it is perceived that the equilibrium noted occurs most often between the main characters of Topsy and Tim, with little balance for the remaining characters. The prominent female results observed, come from an increase in the number of female characters.

Chapter 5:

Discussion of Results

Following on from the previous section that presented the results of the analysis, I now discuss the implications of these results in relation to the representation of gender in the ‘Topsy and Tim’ series and across the forty-year interval it spans. Through the discussion, I hope to answer the research questions I set myself as aims, and clarify whether my predicted hypothesis relating to the equality of gender representation was proved correct.

The main aspect of the research project, and therefore discussion section is concerned with level of equality in relation to gender in the texts, and how this changes over a forty-year period. This equality, according to the (remaining) author of the series, was one of the initial objectives in the creation of the series.


“She said the decision to make them twins was so the boy and the girl could have ‘an equal place’.”










       (Rigby, 2003:2)

To assist in the comprehension of this significant section of my research, I have created the sub-divisions of ‘Social Actors’, ‘Social Actions Relating to Social Actors’ and ‘Discourse Representation of Social Actors’.

5.1 Social Actors

The social actors detailed in this section of research relate to the characters presented in each of the texts. The discussion of the findings relating to social actors includes the nouns and pronouns corresponding to the social actors and the noun phrases relating to the social actors. 

As demonstrated by Jones, Kitetu and Sunderland (1998), the significance of detailing the number of characters (types) and the number of character appearances (tokens) is greatly advantageous in determining any gender bias that may occur in a text. In reviewing the number of characters across the texts, it was discovered that any bias that might have corresponded with ‘traditional’ views of including a majority of male characters, as in Text 1 (5:3) which was written in 1965, were alleviated by the time the final text was written. Text 4 was published in 1991, and appears to have over-compensated for this indiscretion, as there is a large female majority of 4:1.

Regarding the naming of characters through the use of Proper and Common nouns, those characters who are referred to using Common nouns have been distributed evenly across the texts, whereas there has been slightly more bias displayed concerning the Proper noun titles. This bias does not take place at an individual level, but across the series of texts, and affects Topsy and Tim’s parents as it is noted that throughout the series, they are named ‘Mummy’ and ‘Dad’. While both titles refer to familial roles, the title ‘Mummy’ is more suggestive of the speech of young children, therefore playing on the more nurturing role of the ‘traditional’ female. The title ‘Dad’ however, does not display this level of infant related speech, suggesting older children, or even, although it is known this is not the case, adults. As the series began in the 1960’s, where the role of the ‘traditional’ female was more pronounced than it is in the present-day, it appears more acceptable that this term was used, but this presents a problem for parental roles in the present-day. As it would highlight inconsistency to change the title of Topsy and Tim’s mother at any point in the series after it became well established, the assignation of this title now appears to be gender biased. This however, is rectified in the form of another parental figure relating to a guest character, Kerry, in the most recent text, Text 4, published in 1991. The title used to describe Kerry’s mother is ‘Kerry’s Mum’, which discards any ‘traditional’ roles relating to a purely nurturing role for female adults and their relation to their children. 

When discussing the pronouns relating to social actors, it is noted that there is an intensifying female majority across the range of texts. It is unclear as to why there is such a prominent result in such a direction, and one can only speculate as to the reasons. It could be related to the random assignment of varying clauses associated with each character, or restricted only by the choice of texts analysed. It may also be an attempt to alleviate male gender imbalance in other areas, such as the number of differently gendered characters, the number of character appearances or the number of words spoken by male characters. It may also have a connection with the gender of the author.

The number of character appearances (tokens) is especially interesting with regard to recognising any gender imbalance in the texts. On the surface, there appears to be a comparatively balanced number of male and female appearances across the texts, with the individual appearances of Topsy and Tim at very similar levels in each. However, after omitting Topsy and Tim’s results from the total counts for each of the texts, there is revealed some gender imbalance in the texts. Text 1 for example, exposes the most salient male character after Tim, the ‘fisherman’ as occurring 12/68 times, with the highest number of appearances from a female excluding Topsy is 5/68 by the ‘landlady’. In the remaining texts, the number of male and female appearances by characters other than Topsy and Tim becomes difficult to study, not least because there are very few other male characters. It is noted that as Tim is the only male character that is presented in Text 4, his individual token count comprises the total number of male appearances for that text. This count is unusually high at 21/58 appearances attributed to Tim, which indicates that this may be a technique used by the author in order to try and restore some gender equality.

The ‘token count’ analysis is an excellent method for determining any gender bias in a text. The findings from these texts for example, present an initial tendency to label them as equal in gender representation, but on closer inspection, reveal equality only with regard to Topsy and Tim, excluding the peripheral and guest characters that are exposed as highlighting gender imbalance in token appearances.

Moving on to noun phrases relating to the social actors, and concerning those that relate to the contexts in which the characters are placed, it is noted that the results of this analysis have been of little advantage to the research. This is due to the fact that very few social actors are themselves described using this method, with no descriptions for Topsy and Tim in any of the texts of this manner. The adjectives used to describe the characters are located directly in the verb phrases in which the noun phrases are embedded, leaving the descriptions of the social actors to be illustrated either by these adjectives within the verb phrases or through their social actions.

The noun phrase analysis did however, provide a contrasting viewpoint of the results in relation to the grammatical statuses of the social actors. As the ‘subject’ of a sentence is evidently the focal point of the clause, the basic purpose behind this part of the analysis was to investigate which of the genders and characters, if any, were portrayed as being the most significant through their repeated use as the ‘subject’ of the clauses they appeared in. It was discovered from this analysis, that there are in fact, relatively even results relating to grammatical roles across the texts, with only minor gender and individual distinctions made when there was a significantly gendered (female) majority. These results are most likely due to the fact that Topsy and Tim are often described together in the same clauses throughout the series. The results from the noun phrase analysis overall then, are in one respect disappointing, in that they did not prove conclusive with regard to context related noun phrases. The same results however, can be seen as promising, as they did not highlight any gender or individual distinction relating to grammatical roles, displaying gender equality throughout the Topsy and Tim series.

The most profitable results gained from the noun phrase analysis come in the form of adjectives. The number of different adjectives used to describe the characters was relatively large, showing that for each actor described there was at least one different adjective assigned. This made individual adjective analysis difficult regarding the peripheral and guest characters, but did however, illuminate the parallelism between Topsy and Tim. In each of the texts, it is revealed that these main characters are alike in both the number of adjectives that describe them, as well as in the actual wording used. This is encouraging, as it suggests that there is gender equality in the series, which has not wavered over the forty-year time period.

5.2 Social Actions Relating to Social Actors

In analysing those verbs that relate to character ‘speech’ and ‘physical movement’, it is noted that there are varying results. Verbs related to the speech of social actors, are more prominent in the descriptions of females throughout, whilst the male majority of verbs corresponding to the physical movements of actors in the first text is reversed in more recent texts. This again, may be related to the increasingly domineering role of women and their effects on the world and in society.

This can be related to van Leeuwen’s (1995) work on ‘semiotic’ and ‘material’ social actions, where semiotic social actions are described as those that convey ‘meaning’ but have no material effect. ‘Material’ social actions however, are perceived as those actions that concern ‘doing’, and have ‘a material purpose or effect’ on their surroundings. When applying this notion to my results then, I observe that the ‘speech’ verbs analysed are considered ‘semiotic’ from the van Leeuwen standpoint, and similarly those of ‘physical movement’, are labelled ‘material’. 

This suggests therefore, that the role of females in the earliest text is considered one which has ‘no material effect’ on the surrounding world, crediting the males of the text with this role, due to their leading majority of ‘material’ social actions. The fact that females are ascribed this ‘effective, material’ role on an increasing number of occasions as the texts progress towards the present-day, indicates that the changing role of women has been recognised and applied appropriately, if not a little ‘over-enthusiastically’, which is reflected in the concluding female majority in Text 4.

The findings from the ‘adverbs’ analysis once again demonstrate the increasing female bias in the present-day Topsy and Tim texts, although due to the small amount of information gathered from this analysis, this bias is not as prominent as in other examples that present of this occurrence. So it is, perhaps, from the characters themselves that more information regarding gender equality in this series can be provided. 

5.3 Discourse Representation of Social Actors

Of the four components that comprise my analysis, it is the section of discourse representation that concerns the portrayal of the social actors through their own speech. In order to facilitate the analysis, this was subdivided into two categories headed ‘Number of Words Spoken’ and ‘ Speech Acts’.

With regard to number of words spoken, this examined the number of words uttered by each individual character, gender, and average male and female in each text. The use of such analyses is supported by Gupta and Yin (1990), who use these and others similar in their own research to demonstrate the most salient characters of analysed texts. As a preliminary analysis, the investigation into the number of ‘speaking’ characters showed discouraging results. This presented that there is an exact balance in the differently gendered ‘speaking’ characters in the first text, written in 1965, with a majority of females in the remaindering texts, concluding in a 4:1 ratio of female to male ‘speaking’ characters in Text 4, written in 1991. This may indicate a certain indiscretion with regard to the equal representation of gender for the most recent publications of this series, but may also denote an oversight with reference to the findings of Text 1, displaying equality. This outcome may have been intended to present more females as ‘speaking’ characters, with the intention of portraying males as being the more physically active through the predominate attribution of verbs. 

This may be the case, since, as already stated, the number of verbs depicting physical movements in this text are entirely attributed to the male character of ‘fisherman’ when the relatively equal results credited to Topsy and Tim have been eliminated. Returning to the discussion of spoken words then, Text 1 continues to demonstrate it’s preference for a ‘physically active’ male majority, and a ‘speaking’ female majority, marked by the number of words ascribed to male and female speech. Female speech is accredited almost exactly two thirds (2/3) of the total number of words in the text (88/133), which, after excluding the almost identical number produced by Topsy (24/133) and Tim (25/133), displays a vast majority spoken by the character ‘landlady’. She is the only other female speaking character aside from Topsy, and the number of words spoken by her total almost half of the words spoken in the text overall (64/133).

Aside from Text 1, the remaining texts have varying numbers of differently gendered speaking characters, each with a female majority. In order to examine these on an equal level to each other and the first, it is necessary to investigate the number of words spoken by these actors in terms of an ‘average fe/male’ for each text. 

The results from this analysis differ greatly, demonstrating the contrast and significance of the number of gendered ‘speaking’ characters. As males are, for these remaining texts, presented as having fewer ‘speaking’ actors, it would be expected that the ‘average male’ speaks more words than the ‘average female’. This occurs in Text 2 and Text 4, where there is a significant majority in the number of speaking females to males, but Text 3 differs. Here, the number of words per ‘average male’ is less than that of the ‘average female’, due to the fact that there are a similar number of ‘speaking’ characters in each, although there remains a female majority.

Due to the fact that these results are so varied, and the number of texts analysed is not greater, which would produce a more defined result, the inquiry made into the intentions behind the words spoken by each of the differently gendered ‘speaking’ characters furthers the investigation into discourse representation. It is with interest that I discuss the results obtained by the analysis of speech acts for each of the texts, in order to continue this investigation. 

When discussing the results of speech act analysis with regard to those based on Austin’s (1962) ‘Performative Hypothesis’, it is noted that there are significant findings in three of the four texts analysed. The findings however, are the most prominent in Text 1, due to the equal number of differently gendered ‘speaking’ characters present. The main discovery is related to the presence of ‘representatives’ in the texts, where in Text 1, two thirds (2/3) are spoken by females, with equal numbers uttered by Topsy and Tim (4/15). In Text 3, five in every six (5/6) ‘representatives’ are uttered by females and in Text 4, they speak seven out of eight (7/8). This is unusual as Yule (1996:53) describes ‘representatives’ as being “Statements of fact, assertions, conclusions and descriptions . . .”, the kinds of statements used to convey information about beliefs. This contrasts with findings made by Poulou (1994) who, as stated in Jones, Kitetu and Sunderland (1998:4-5),


“. . . found a tendency for women to ask for information, men to provide it. And in one of the books the majority of expressive language was used by the women . . .”

This puzzles further, as not only do the females in my investigation use more ‘representatives’, but also in Text 1, the males use more ‘expressives’, a type of statement, which according to Poulou’s (1994) study is typically used by females. This however, is rectified in the remaining three texts, as females use ‘expressives’ more often than males in each.

Concerning ‘representatives’, it may be the case that the high proportion of these throughout the majority of the texts is related to child teaching and learning, and describing the surrounding contexts of the world. As mentioned above, Yule (1996:53) depicts ‘representatives’ as statements of fact and belief, which would compliment this idea, building on the Carpenter’s (1985 cited in Knowles and Malmkjær 1996) notion that children’s literature “ . . . contain[s] some ‘moral truth or lesson’ . . .”. The fact that there are no ‘declarations’ in any of the texts, and only two ‘commissives’ in one of the texts, also emphasises that children’s literature is a genre only certain speech acts are suited to. According to Yule’s (1996:53-54) definition, ‘declarations’ are uttered in a situation where “ . . . the speaker has to have a special institutional role in a specific context, in order to perform a declaration appropriately,” and ‘commissives’ are used “ . . . to commit [speakers] to some future action.”

For Texts 3 and 4, ‘directives’ across the texts follow a similar pattern in that they are used more frequently by females than males. In Text 3, two of three (2/3) are used by females, with four out of seven (4/7) being used by females in Text 4. As mentioned earlier, the most salient female character other than that of Topsy in Text 3 has much authority over the main characters, and produces just over forty per cent (40%) of the words in this text. In Text 4, it is evident that there are many more ‘speaking’ female characters than ‘speaking’ males (4:1), and the statistics associated with ‘directives’ can be more clearly understood in term of Texts 3 and 4, when related to Yule’s (1996:54) description.


“Directives are those kinds of speech acts that speakers use to get someone else to do something. They express what the speaker wants. They are commands, orders, requests, suggestions, and . . . they can be positive or negative.”

As depicted in the ‘Results’ section, the findings obtained from carrying out a speech acts analysis based on Yule’s (1996) interpretation of Searle’s (1979 cited in Yule, 1996) indirect and direct speech acts reflect those found by the Austin (1962) based analysis. Although this may be the case, the frequency of direct and indirect speech acts should be addressed. 

Although direct speech acts are more frequently used in discourse, the speech acts used in the Topsy and Tim series appear exceptionally so, and are always in the majority. They present percentage ratios of 71:29 for Text 1, 84:16 for Text 2, 78:22 for Text 3 and 66:33 for Text 4, demonstrating a consistently high proportion. When considering the reasons behind this prominent result, two main ideas were considered. The first being that not only do they reflect the distribution of natural speech and so, provide a valuable example of discourse in society for children, but also that direct speech acts are easier to analyse. This therefore, must make them easier for children to recognise and read as a part of children’s literature. 

I am also particularly interested in indirect speech acts, as it is noted by Yule (1996:56),


“Indirect speech acts are generally associated with greater politeness in English than direct speech acts.”

Although it is observed that there are significantly fewer indirect speech acts than direct, there is still enough information present to make a distinction concerning the distribution of these between the genders. It is noticed that although the results from the indirect speech act analysis present similar findings for males and females, it is perceived that over the years, the series has changed who uses this type of speech act, also changing therefore, who appears to be more polite.

In Text 1, written in 1965, it is presented that females use this type of speech act slightly more than males, with a 4:3 majority, similarly in Text 2, written in 1976, there is a 2:1 majority of female majority usage. In Text 3, written in 1985, however, the distribution is equal at 3:3, and by 1991, with Text 4, there is a male majority of indirect speech act usage at 5:4. This is consistent with the changing status of women over this period. Although the 1960’s was an era of change for the social status of women, they still occupied more stereotypically ‘traditional’ roles than at present, and played up to these roles in contemporary society. These roles included adopting ‘feminine’ behaviour, including an outwardly polite demeanour, more so than men. Through the decades, it has become increasingly accepted for women to be more ‘in control’ and ‘direct’, shedding the conventional ‘feminine’ role they had been labelled with in previous years. The result presented from the indirect speech act analysis of Text 4 then, emulates this.

When relating my findings to those presented in the ‘Literature Review’, it has been discovered that, in general, female characters have continued to be depicted as at a disadvantage concerning gender representation in children’s literature. This is portrayed in a way that is masked by a surface ‘disguise’ of gender equality. This supports the work of Glass (1995) who also found this to be the case, and also of Adler (1993:111, cited in Glass 1995:5) whose focus on stereotypically gendered roles was reflected in my own findings.

On some occasions, it is apparent that there is a projection of female majority related bias, especially in the more recent texts. This, I feel is related to the now singular remaining female author of the series.

“Sadly, Gareth died 17 years ago leaving Jean alone with the daunting task of doing the work of two people.”









   (Joanna Davies, 1999:2)

This explanatory quote reveals a fact that may have influenced the writing of the more recent texts, which gives credit to the concept that the author may have, in recent years, over-compensated for the former male bias advanced by a male presence, by adding an excessive number of female characters. This though, may also be a feature only present in those texts analysed.

It is at this point that I refer to my earlier stated hypothesis, admitting that while I attempted to prove it correct, I knew it to be an unlikely task. Whilst I failed to affirm the notion presented in the hypothesis, I have succeeded in the related area of creating a piece of research that serves as an extension to those studies previously conducted in the area of the representation of gender equality in children’s literature. 

Chapter 6:

Conclusion

6.1 Summary of Findings

It has been discovered through the investigation into the representation of differently gendered characters in the children’s literary fiction series ‘Topsy and Tim’, that a large proportion of male favoured bias persists in these texts. This is not as evident as in former years, but is instead ‘veiled’ by an often superficial equality, created especially for the main characters by the author, intending “an equal place” (Adamson quoted in Rigby, 2003) for each of the differently gendered twins. This does not prove my hypothesis as hoped, but was expected, due to the similar results of the research conducted previously in this area.

One aspect of the results that was outstanding throughout the analysis, was the seemingly purposeful positive bias towards the female characters, especially in the recent texts, regarding certain sections of the analysis. If this is a purposeful creation of the author’s, it is concluded that it’s intent is to provide some redress for the male bias presented in previous years.

6.2 Limitations of Study

The main limitation that restricted my investigation was related to the availability of texts for analysis. Although I obtained those analysed, texts from the earliest period of publication, the 1960’s, were difficult to come by. I would have liked a range of texts, including several from this era, in order to conduct a more complete and conclusive analysis.

Another restriction was the time available in which to conduct the investigation. Had it been slightly longer, I may have considered searching for more obscure texts, dated to the 1960’s, in order to make a more comprehensive analysis.

6.3 Improvements for a Repeat Study

If another investigations similar to this were to take place on the texts examined, I would recommend the following improvements in order to facilitate the analysis and discussion.

· A more extensive analysis with regard to grammatical items such as adjectives, verbs and adverbs, so as to prove more conclusively the collected results, and to highlight further, any distinctions made. 
· The use of the ‘Average Fe/male’ equation in speech act analysis, again, in order to aid make more use of the results gained.

· Finally, a larger sample in general. This would help diminish any doubts relating to sample size, and whether this is affecting the outcome of results.

6.4 Suggestion for Further Research

Whilst conducting my investigation, I noted three main extensions that could be used, should a variation of the study be carried out. These are presented below.

· An investigation into ‘Politeness Theory’ as an extension of speech act analysis.

· An investigation into whether the gender of the author effects the representation of gender equality in children’s literature.

· The original idea of whether the images presented as parallel to the text on each page, reflect the wording of the text with regard to gender representation.
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Relaunch for Topsy and Tim


Jean Adamson with her creations Topsy and Tim
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By Nic Rigby 
BBC News Online 
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The adventures of twins Topsy and Tim have captivated children for generations. 

Now the books, written by Cambridgeshire author Jean Adamson, and her late husband Gareth, are being relaunched in new editions. 

Jean, 74, who has lived in Stretham, near Ely, since 1968, saw the first Topsy and Tim story published in 1960. 

At the time most of the books aimed at children included magical characters such as Noddy, Andy Pandy or Thomas the Tank Engine. 
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Topsy and Tim ride a tractor at the farm

But Jean felt that children created there own magic. 

"We don't need magic because all the world is magic to children. 

"I said: 'Let's do something for the modern world with real-life children'." 

She said the decision to make them twins was so the boy and the girl could have "an equal place". 

"I would do the basic subject research and layout and I would sketch out the bare bones of the plot," she said. 
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The twins celebrate their birthday

"Gareth would then take over and produce a beautifully crafted storyline. I would then do the illustrations. 

"We made a very good team." 

As the series developed Gareth and Jean had three children who influenced the books. 

When the family went to a safari park Jean would see how the children reacted to the animals and her observations would be mirrored in the book. 

"When we started we didn't have any children and then we had our own three children in quick succession and the children almost wrote the books for us," she said. 

Jean now has four grandchildren who also love the books. 

"I have watched them, before they were speaking, looking at a Topsy and Tim book and they were sat glued to the books," she said. 
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The twins help feed their pet rabbits

Jean thinks children today have a much greater variety of books to choose from. 

"I think they have got an amazing choice," she said. 

"In the 1950s the books were not in full colour. 

"When Topsy and Tim came out it was so colourful. We really started this." 

Since 1960 more than 130 Topsy and Tim titles have been published with sales of more than 21 million copies. 

The series has never been out of print in one form or another. 

"We did not really know at first how many people were reading them, but when we found out it was so gratifying," said Jean. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/2681367.stm

Conception, Regeneration & Eternal Youth
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Davies, Joanna
June 1999

Jo Davies talks to the creator of Topsy and Tim about the progress of the generation spanning twins…


There are enduring classics within the vast field of children’s book illustration which succeed in entertaining and informing young children from one generation to the next. E. H. Shepherd’s characters from Wind in the Willows have delighted for almost 100 years. Kathleen Hales ‘Orlando’ continues to enchant and Jean de Brunhoff’s ‘Babar the Elephant’ amuses; their properties qualify them as stalwart leaders in the tradition of excellence in this area. Picture books entertain and edify an enquiring young mind. It is through their pages that young children can first see their world depicted and begin to understand the complexity of existence and locate themselves safely within it. The family, seasons, everyday routines, the home; themes which help a child to order the chaos of reality. 

These are some of the subjects covered within the highly successful series of books ‘Topsy and Tim’. It is almost 40 years since Jean and Gareth Adamson, a team of illustrator and writer, commenced the journey which documents the lives of these imaginary playful twins whose everyday experiences in the park, at the zoo, at the doctors, are presented to young children as a series of adventures. Jean Adamson, the illustrator, recalls their early experience of ‘conceiving’ the idea. It was the late 50’s and the young creative couple had remet (and married!) after working successfully in advertising. Through an agent they learned of the opportunity to work for Blackies’ publishers to produce a new range of storybooks for the young age range. Their background at Goldsmiths as students of illustration and Gareth’s experience as a writer, when incapacitated through illness as a youth, equipped them admirably to embark upon the challenge before them. She describes as ‘cold-blooded’ the analytical approach they adopted to prepare the ground for their work. 

This entailed researching the existing market, identification of common themes and ultimately of a gap which would become a window of opportunity. At this time fantasy stores were in abundance, with animals, wizards, dragons and fairies, Thomas the Tank engine and Noddy. None depicted the contemporary world with small traditional children in a naturalistic environment. Their objective became clear: to combine a sentence or two of text with illustration of a charming boy and girl learning from looking and doing in a world waiting to be explored. The launch of the Twins Topsy and Tim.

As Jean re-iterates this was the only time that the couple were cold-blooded, whilst this objective successfully informed the foundation of a series of books, which have given pleasure to generations of young children around the world; their longevity and enduring appeal owes much to the combined creative flair and harmony of writer and illustrator which is manifest in the execution of the books. Gareth was a graceful writer; he created a simple text which encapsulated the enchantment of childhood. Through his words we are reminded that the whole world is a magical place and that the everyday is a land full of discovery. "When Topsy and Tim looked out of the window for the first time on Monday they saw ..."

In this world naughtiness holds delicious appeal; Gareth thought it great fun to make the greedy farm animals sick and so did the thousands of boys and girls who have subsequently read the book. Learning, living and loving life are embedded in his words.

Jean’s images marry beautifully with the text. She was inspired by her husbands’ stories, ‘knocked out’ by them. Before her life with Gareth she worked within an advertising agency as a ‘storyman’. This time spent inventing characters and stories to be used in films to sell modern goods and chattels informed her acute sense of design, sequence and narrative. The joy and confidence she gained from drawing stylised washing machines, tvs and vacuum cleaners nurtured her facility for depicting the home setting in an inviting and measured way. She understands the world through her images and presents it to young children in gouache pictures which are fresh, direct and accessible. She can now advise aspiring young illustrators to develop an interest and let it nourish the visual work which they undertake. 

Much has happened in the past 42 years of Topsy and Tim. The couples’ own experiences as parents fuelled their ability to create a repertoire of titles. The range now published by Ladybird has culminated in approximately 150 titles to date, with 4 CD ROM’s, animation and activity playbooks extending the stories into new directions. 

Sadly Gareth died 17 years ago leaving Jean alone with the daunting task of doing the work of two people. It is refreshing and enlightening to witness her sustained enthusiasm in this role and interesting to learn of her recent sharing of this responsibility with the young freelance illustrator Nancy Helen. The last 38 titles, many brand new, reflect this collaboration which was engineered to ensure the continued appeal of Topsy and Tim and to prevent them from becoming old fashioned. This may be perceived as a new chapter in the history of the titles. Jean continues to art direct the design and layout, also supervising the styling of the whole book whilst Nancy finally creates the artwork using bright inks and line to clothe the characters in appropriate ‘modern’ fashions and locate them in a contemporary setting. The feel is bright and cheerful and whilst Jean’s gouaches are dried-up, in the loft, - she admits that it is great fun waiting to see what will become of the characters.

Changes in reproduction processes, the emergence of new publishers, the growth of art education and consumerism have contributed to the continued proliferation of new titles in this country and abroad. Topsy and Tim have been followed by other excellent illustrators of everyday life; Shirley Hughes and Helen Oxenbury, Tony Ross as well as the move towards the stylised Dick Bruno, Dave McKee, Babette Cole and the Ahlbergs.

Topsy and Tim have secured a place in this continuum of excellence and will certainly be propelled well into the new millennium. Jean? She combines her career with what she describes as a reclusive life of gardening, dressing up as a Viking for the WI, painting watercolours and entertaining her young grandchildren. She’s right; the ordinary world is a magical and fascinating place. 


http://www.theaoi.com/journalhistory2/articles/1999/juntopsy.html
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Nouns and Types
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Key: 

* These characters are mentioned through other characters’ speech, but do however, have some impact on the story. I have therefore added them to the type, pronoun and token counts.

# This character is a family pet that is referred to throughout the series. I have classified this character as male and added it to the type, pronoun and token counts as there are male oriented pronouns that refer to it.
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Noun Phrases: Individual Characters’ relating to their Contexts in Text 4
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Noun Phrases: Gendered relating to Grammatical Status in Text 1
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Noun Phrases: Individual Characters’ relating to their Grammatical Status’ in Text 1
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Noun Phrases: Gendered relating to Grammatical Status in Text 2
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Noun Phrases: Individual Characters’ relating to their Grammatical Status’ in Text 3
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Noun Phrases: Gendered relating to Grammatical Status in Text 4
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Adjectives: Individual in Text 2
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Adjectives: Gendered in Text 3
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Verbs
Verbs: Gendered relating to speech in Text 1
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Verbs: Gendered relating to physical movements in Text 1
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Verbs: Individual relating to speech in Text 1
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Verbs: Individual relating to physical movements in Text 1
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Verbs: Gendered relating to speech in Text 2
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Verbs: Gendered relating to physical movements in Text 2
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Verbs: Individual relating to speech in Text 2
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Verbs: Individual relating to physical movements in Text 2

[image: image82.wmf]Topsy

Tim

Mummy

Dad

RolyPoly

Linda

Mrs Rupert

Total

say

2 

2 

2 

1 

0 

4 

0 

11 

grumble

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

whisper

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

ask

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

shout

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

promise

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

call

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

5 

thank

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

chat

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

talk

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Total

9 

6 

3 

2 

0 

8 

2 

30 


Verbs: Gendered relating to speech in Text 3
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Verbs: Gendered relating to physical movements in Text 3
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Verbs: Individual relating to speech in Text 3
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Verbs: Individual relating to physical movements in Text 3
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Verbs: Gendered relating to speech in Text 4
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Verbs: Gendered relating to physical movements in Text 4
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Verbs: Individual relating to speech in Text 4
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Verbs: Individual relating to physical movements in Text 4

[image: image90.wmf]Male

Female

Total

Total

already

1 

1 

2 

soon

1 

1 

2 

proudly

1 

0 

1 

properly

0 

1 

1 

Total

3 

3 

6 


Adverbs

Adverbs: Gendered in Text 1
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Adverbs: Individual in Text 1
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Adverbs: Gendered in Text 2
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Adverbs: Individual in Text 2
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Adverbs: Gendered in Text 3
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Adverbs: Individual in Text 3
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Adverbs: Gendered in Text 4
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Adverbs: Individual in Text 4
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Results

Discourse Representation of Social Actors

· Number of Words Spoken

· Speech Acts

Number of Words Spoken
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Number of Words Spoken: Individual in Text 2[image: image105.wmf]Male

Female

Total

Declarations

0 

0 

0 

Representatives

5 

10 

15 

Expressives

4 

1 

5 

Directives

2 

2 

4 

Commisives

0 

0 

0 

Total

11 

13 

24 


Number of Words Spoken: Individual in Text 3
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Speech Acts
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Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution based on Austin’s Hypothesis for Text 1
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Speech Acts: Individual Distribution based on Austin’s Hypothesis for Text 1
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Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution based on Austin’s Hypothesis for Text 2

[image: image111.wmf]Male

Female

Total

Declarations

0 

0 

0 

Representatives

1 

7 

8 

Expressives

4 

6 

10 

Directives

3 

4 

7 

Commisives

1 

1 

2 

Total

9 

18 

27 

Speech Acts: Individual Distribution based on Austin’s Hypothesis for Text 2
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Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution based on Austin’s Hypothesis for Text 3
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Speech Acts: Individual Distribution based on Austin’s Hypothesis for Text 3
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Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution based on Austin’s Hypothesis for Text 4

Speech Acts: Individual Distribution based on Austin’s Hypothesis for Text 4

[image: image115.wmf]Male

Female

Total

Total

Text 1

3 

4 

7 

Text 2

1 

2 

3 

Text 3

3 

3 

6 

Text 4

5 

4 

9 

Total

12 

13 

25 


[image: image116.wmf]Male

Female

Total

Total

Statement

7 

11 

18 

Question

2 

0 

2 

Command

1 

2 

3 

Request

1 

0 

1 

Total

11 

13 

24 

Speech Acts: Distribution of In/direct based on Yule’s Explanation Across the Texts
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 Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution of Direct based on Yule’s Explanation Across the Texts
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Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution of Indirect, based on Yule’s Explanation Across the Texts

Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution of Communicative Functions, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 1
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Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution of Structural Forms, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 1
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Speech Acts: Individual Distribution of Communicative Functions, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 1
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Speech Acts: Individual Distribution of Structural Forms, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 1
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Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution of Communicative Functions, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 2
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Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution of Structural Forms, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 2

Speech Acts: Individual Distribution of Communicative Functions, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 2
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Speech Acts: Individual Distribution of Structural Forms, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 2
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Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution of Communicative Functions, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 3

Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution of Structural Forms, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 3
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Speech Acts: Individual Distribution of Communicative Functions, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 3
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Speech Acts: Individual Distribution of Structural Forms, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 3
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Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution of Communicative Functions, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 4
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Speech Acts: Gendered Distribution of Structural Forms, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 4

Speech Acts: Individual Distribution of Communicative Functions, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 4
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Speech Acts: Individual Distribution of Structural Forms, based on Yule’s Explanation in Text 4

[image: image134.wmf]Proper Nouns

Common Nouns

Topsy

fisherman

Tim

landlady

Mummy

boys*

Dad

lighthouse man


Appendix D
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Rationales for the Withdrawal of Austins (1962) ‘Performative Hypothesis’

1. There is no formal (grammatical) way of distinguishing performative verbs from other sorts of verbs.

2. The presence of a performative verb does not guarantee that the specified action is performed.

3. There are ways of ‘doing things with words’ which do not involve using performative verbs.
Table for Correlating Direct Speech Acts.

Communicative Function



   Structural Form
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