A Study of Middle-Class Scouse Usage in Bootle and Crosby Across Three Generations

By Robert Davies

Abstract

The accent of Liverpool is one of the best known in Britain due to its distinctive features that can allow one to identify a Liverpudlian the moment he or she starts talking. In this dissertation I decided to study a particular community of Liverpudlians across the course of three generations in order to give a specific idea of usage within that community. Then I cross-referenced the results with applicable linguistic theories to help understand what is happening to the language of the young generation of today 
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Chapter 1

Introduction
In this study I hope to provide answers to the following questions:

1.) Have middle-class speakers in Bootle/ Crosby become more ‘Scouse’ over time in terms of increased usage of Scouse phonological variables? Are the variables used those present in older varieties of Scouse or more recent developments?  

2.) Are there noticeable features from outside of Scouse that are being incorporated into the accent of any of the speakers? Why? Are there any circumstances of standardisation? In what variables?

I will focus on phonological variables, and hope to provide a portrayal of phonological change over the course of three generations of speakers, and provide an explanation for why the change has occurred  

Chapter 2

Review of Literature

In this chapter I set out the reasons behind the aims of the study and the process that went into selecting them, in addition to the theoretical approaches I will be using for the analysis

2.2 is a description of the theories I chose to use in order to help draw conclusions from the results of the data, in addition to my own predictions of what I expected to find in the process

2.3.1 is a discussion of the reasons for selecting my approach to Scouse, with references made to previous works in the field that helped to shape my study.

 2.3.2 is a discussion of the variables of Scouse in depth, giving reasons for the selection or exclusion of each variable based on the findings of previous research in the area.

2.1 A Discussion of Scouse in relation to Bootle and Crosby

The term ‘Scouse’ carries multiple meanings and connotations that can mean different things to different people, this makes a definition necessary to specify exactly what I’m referring to. I use the term ‘Scouse’ to refer to the accent and dialect spoken by a native inhabitant of Liverpool and/or its surrounding areas in Merseyside. Traditionally, it draws upon influences from Ireland, the North of England and the South, which manifest themselves in phonological, grammatical and lexical features in varying degrees.

Bootle and Crosby belong to the Metropolitan Borough of Sefton, which lies to the north of Liverpool. They are both geographically linked with Liverpool, due to the continuous suburban sprawl that connects them to the town centre, and connected to each other, due to the smaller connecting towns of Waterloo, Litherland and Seaforth. Until relatively recently (approximately eighty years ago) both towns (particularly Crosby) were relatively small, with a mixture of urban industry by the docks and rural farmland further inland. Typically, working class people were concentrated in the neighbourhoods by the docks in Seaforth, and middle-class people lived further inland or up the coast from the docks, which still seems to be the case now. 

The Scouse accent is established in these towns, them having been in close contact with Liverpool for some years, yet for me it seems like it is still a slightly different variety as I can detect differences in the speech of working-class Bootle/ Crosby people compared to Liverpudlians from more separate areas. However, I believe it is mostly typical of any variety of Scouse, with no particularly remarkable differences. The middle class of this area uses speech patterns that are interesting, not because of features that may possibly be different to those in other varieties of Scouse, but due to other aspects that seem to be especially prevalent in the area. The elder middle class speakers in general seem to speak with some phonological variables that are shared more with the accent of Lancashire and RP than Merseyside. However they still sound inescapably Scouse due to their articulatory setting and suprasegmental features.  What interests me is that there seems to be two things going on which I have observed:

1.) There seems to be a trend over successive generations of middle-class speakers to adopt more typically Scouse phonological variables; it would be interesting to see if they were becoming ‘more’ Scouse. Also some of the features that are being used seem to be not present in the older varieties of Scouse pronunciation

2.) There also seems to be, confusingly, a tendency to adopt features of accents from outside of Scouse, though it appears to be in sporadic numbers. Also, there are a number of traditional Scouse pronunciations that seem not to be in as wide currency as they were previously. 

In the following section I will discuss these observations in depth in order to try and expand on these points and attempt to find theories that may offer explanations, if the above are shown to be accurate later in the study. 

2.2    Applicable Theories for Analysis

It has been said recently that Scouse is changing towards a more standard variety of English, that it is losing its more distinctive features. These views are often to be seen in the English media, with people such as Andrew Hamer (quoted in http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/358004.stm (1 Mar, 2004)) commenting on aspects of Scouse believed to be disappearing.

Where before the tendency was for words like ‘thick’ and ‘Smith’ to be pronounced ‘tick’ and ‘smit’- showing the Irish influence- young Scouse speakers are influenced by London, so you get the Cockney ‘fick’ and ‘Smiff’.

On the other hand, there are people who believe that Scouse is becoming ‘more’ Scouse in that it is developing features internally that weren’t used as extensively in past years. One such ‘layman’ proponent of this view is Liverpudlian author Phil Young (quoted in http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/358004.stm (1 Mar, “2004)).

I think the accent has become more cutting and harsh over the years, with the fortress Scouse attitude

The first view we can relate to the second observation in 2.1. It shows an example of what is known as regional dialect levelling, particularly the mechanism of geographical diffusion (Kerswill 2003).  This is the mechanism where by speakers of an accent adopt features that have ‘spread out from a populous and economically and culturally dominant centre’ Kerswill (2003:1). Prominent phonological features that have spread partly due to this phenomenon include the use of the glottal stop /?/ instead of /t/, and TH-fronting, which involves the use of f in place of /thh/ and d or v in place of /th/. Both features spread out from the southeast of England, particularly London and can now be found in many varieties all over Britain.

 Many people have claimed over recent years that the phonological features of certain varieties, in particularly features of the variety used in London, are eroding the traditional local features of English varieties in Britain. This certainly appears to be the case in many varieties, for example in the south of England, where a number of studies have been conducted that have found changes in local phonology that shows convergence towards the variety displayed in London (see Torgersen and Kerswill (2002); in prep., cited in Kerswill (2003:7)). 

The evidence seen to date in studies such as Knowles (1973, 1978), De Lyon (1981) and Honeybone and Watson (2002) is that Scouse is resisting changes that have become widespread in many other varieties, including the glottal stop and TH-fronting. However I believe that there is still a case to suggest that it would be worthwhile investigating these examples of diffusion, due to their ever-increasing usage in Britain. 

The other half of regional dialect levelling relevant to this study is levelling. This is the ‘reduction or attrition of marked variants’ (Trudgill 1986:98; emphasis in original, cited in Kerswill 2003:1). This could be used to explain any examples of Scouse gradually losing some of its marked variants, for example, the dental /t/.

Both of these mechanisms can be linked to Accommodation Theory (Giles and Powesland 1975), in particular, the levelling mechanism. This is a theory developed to explain stylistic variation in speakers, yet has been applied to social linguistics by Trudgill (1986). It claims that speaks accommodate their speech either towards or away from an interlocutor, depending on whether the speaker finds them socially desirable to imitate and wants to win their approval. If this is done often enough with the same speaker then long-term accommodation may result where the speaker’s accent is permanently changed to the accommodated version. This is a powerful social psychological influence that can cause people to converge into the speech styles of other, higher prestige varieties and adopt their features. This is a useful theory for explaining a shift towards another variety, even one heard through the media and not through actual contact.    

What is striking in comparison to many varieties of English is that it can be demonstrated that Scouse has in fact accommodated away from other varieties or diverged from other varieties, in some of its phonological features; the strength of lenition (see 2.3) in the variety of working class Liverpudlians is one way of demonstrating this (see Sangster 2001, Honeybone and Watson 2002). particularly in the youngest generation of speakers. 

The idea that divergence has occurred in Bootle/ Crosby Scouse is accompanied by the idea that over the past eighty years or so, the middle class of this area has adopted more of the features typical of the working class accent, as the covert prestige of Scouse has risen in esteem (particularly during the culturally important 1960s). This could be linked to the claim that Kerswill (2003:12) makes about phonological innovations spreading out from culturally and economically important centres, which Liverpool certainly is. I predict that the likely pattern is that the younger middle class speakers of the area use more of the new, divergent Scouse variables in their speech, whereas middle aged speakers use some of the ‘traditional’ Scouse variables as described in Knowles (1973)(see 2.3); the elder speakers can be assumed to be more conservative in their speech, using variables more in accordance to typical northern and RP forms. 

In the next section I will discuss the variables that I will examine as part of my analysis of the variety, in addition to reviewing the methods employed by past researchers in the area.

2.3 The Phonological Variables to be Studied

2.3.1   Phonological Work in the Area

There has been relatively little written about the accent from a serious linguistic perspective, which poses a problem for doing extensive back research on historical change and accent development. However, for my purposes the current corpora of research was, on the whole, sufficient in informing me of the nature of the Scouse accent. 

The key text to start from in any serious study of the accent is Knowles (1973). It was the first study of the Scouse accent and is still now the most comprehensive study of the accent. To summarise, Knowles collected samples of speech from two different electoral wards around Liverpool that aimed to be representative of the social order in the Scouse-speaking parts of Merseyside at the time. His study focussed mainly on the phonology of Scouse, both segmental and non-segmental, and aimed to ‘give a general description of English as it is spoken in Liverpool’ Knowles (1973:1). This is by some length the most exhaustive source of Scouse information and many of the decisions in terms of methodology and the choice of the variables used have been informed by his work.

 The case for a phonological approach to Scouse is strong. The accent is instantly recognisable to listeners due to a combination of distinctive phonological variables and suprasegmental features that make, in Knowles (1973:1) words ‘a Liverpudlian sound like one immediately he opens his mouth’. I decided to concentrate on phonological variables, as I had limited space to write and also because I believed that the information gained would be more succinct to my study of the cause and results of change in the accent.

 The majority of studies in the field focus on Scouse phonological variables, as ‘our speech is characterised by linguistic variables’ Honeybone and Watson (2003).  Phonological variables are a useful way of seeing immediate difference between generations; the use of different variables by different age groups can be used to track broad changes in an accent through generations. If we can make a strong case as to the origin of the variables and the cause of the change, we will be able to make a useful and interesting argument. I decided that this would be the most productive method of analysis available to me. 

2.3.2    Selection of the Variables and Features of Scouse Chosen for Study

2.3.2.a    Variables not Selected for Study

I decided to choose the majority of the variables I would study on the basis of what others had done successfully in the past. I decided not to look at variables in Scouse that are also common in other northern accents, such as /ŋg/ instead of /ŋ/, because I felt that it would not add anything of significance to the study, as I hoped to focus on more typical types of Scouse variables in order to produce more meaningful results. The work by Knowles (1973:284-287) looks in depth at the vowel system in the Scouse of thirty years ago, for example, the difference between /u / and /v/ in which he describes the phonetic quality of the Scouse variant. He compares the quality of the Scouse usage in relation to the above variants, northern English and southern English (Received Pronunciation) respectively. Again, I tried to concentrate on the features that are identifiably Scouse rather than try to describe features that are used in other varieties, and also those features that overlap significantly into broader arguments of North/ South linguistic variable division.  

2.3.2.b    Scouse Vowels

A typical variant in Scouse, shown by Knowles (1973:279-335) to be significant is the NURSE /ε:/ vowel (not his terms). The NURSE vowel is a Scouse variant for the more standard variant /εu/. Typically, most Liverpudlians make no distinction between the vowel in words such as ‘nurse’ and ‘square’ as can be seen in Honeybone and Watson (2002:9). The most typical realisation of the vowel is /ε:/ in Scouse, though other varieties can be found such as /e:/, /E/ and /E+/. This vowel is also covered in some depth by De Lyon (1981) who looks extensively at the permutations of /εu/. For my purposes I decided to adopt the above categorisations to work with. The NURSE vowel is useful for my purpose to look at change, as according to Knowles (1977:84) the NURSE vowel /ε:/ and the more modern variable /e:/ ‘seem to be replacing the traditional and widespread Northwestern vowel /E:/’.    

Another feature identified in Knowles (1973:290-292) is the articulation of /u:/ in place of /U/ in words such as ‘book’ and ‘cook’. This can also be found in other northern accents in areas such as Leeds and parts of the North Midlands, but is used more extensively in Liverpool, which justifies further investigation. In his study, the use of /u:/ is widespread, universal in his working class informants, not so widespread in the middle class. In Honeybone and Watson (2002:11) a study conducted in the same working class area thirty years after Knowles (1973), the usage of /u:/ is not as uniform any longer, the usage of /U/ more common (however, the 2002 study concentrated on adolescents only, the 1973 study focussed on elder speakers of a broad age spread). I included the feature, as I was interested whether a similar pattern would emerge with my middle class interviewees. 

A variable that is widespread in Scouse is the START vowel /a:/ which appears often in place of the standard /A:/. In Honeybone and Watson (2002:10) it is seen that there is a strong preference for the Scouse variable /a:/ in young working class male speakers, though a more even distribution for females is seen, with 51% of elicited START tokens being the standard /A:/ citation. It would be reasonable to suppose from the above study that there will be some usage of /a:/ by the middle class interviewees, particularly in the male participants. 

Another instance of the variable /a:/ appearing in Scouse is the typical replacement of the standard variable /au/ in words such as ‘town’ and ‘down’ with the Scouse variety /a:/. This is an observation I made from experience, and I believed it was a distinctive feature of modern Scouse. Similarly, the use of /a:/ in other circumstances was brought to my attention by my tutor (Kevin Watson, personal communication). In some instances the standard variable /ai/ is replaced by /a:/ or sometimes a diphthong which is realised as /a:i/. This is apparently common with young Liverpudlians, so I included it in my study, albeit after the interviews had been conducted, so there was no purposeful elicitation attempt. If this was present in young Liverpudlians we could say that the START vowel was becoming more common in Scouse and that Scouse was possibly developing this feature internally, rather than under outside influence

Another variable which I included out of personal curiosity was the articulation of /i:/ in place of /ei/ in the days of the week. For example the common standard usage /ei/ in /fraidei/ ‘friday’ will sometimes be replaced with the variable /i:/ as in /fraidi:/. This is quite a common usage in my experience and I was interested to see if this would be reflected in the study. I was again interested to see if any pattern of usage would emerge from the absence/ presence of the variable in the study, although I did not want to spend an unreasonable amount of time looking at such a restricted variable. 

2.3.2.c    Scouse Consonants

A traditional feature of Scouse, studied first by Knowles (1973:323-324) is the replacement of the dental fricatives /th/ and /th/ in place of dental stop /t/ and /d/ in words such as ‘with’ and ‘mouth’. Knowles believes this to be a strong example of the Irish influence in Scouse, with the majority of occurrences restricted to working class Roman Catholics. In more recent work, Honeybone and Watson (2002:11) they demonstrate that the usage of /t/ and /d/ is still present in the accent but that there is no overall preference for either form in their working class adolescents. As a result, I expected that since the stop form does not seem to have spread amongst its working class users in the 1960s by 2003, there would be similarly little chance of the variables spreading in the same period with regards to middle class usage. However, I decided to include it on the grounds that it is related to a feature that is commonly invoked as an example of Scouse becoming standardised through its absence.

TH-fronting, as mentioned in 2.2, is prevalent in other accents in Britain. Past studies of Scouse have found little evidence of TH-fronting, which seems to suggest that Scouse has been highly resistant to change in this regard. I felt it important to include this in my study, as it could provide an example of geographical diffusion in the Bootle/ Crosby Scouse if recorded.

A variable that can be considered distinctive to Scouse is the flapping of /r/ in non-initial positions. In many non-initial positions, the articulation of the standard variable [r] is instead the more ‘Irish’ variable [r]. This is detected in Knowles (1973:327-331) among working class interviewees and much less so in middle class interviewees; he draws the conclusion that it is a non-prestige feature in Liverpool. In Honeybone and Watson (2002:12), there is clear preference for the non-standard [r] in non-initial positions, given that 61% of their non-initial /r/ tokens were produced [r]. It would be a useful indicator, if found, of the speakers becoming more Scouse if usage increased through the age groups.

The variables of Scouse that receive the most attention in modern studies of Scouse are the plosive stops. There is a process called lenition that affects the articulation of stops such as /t/, /d/, /p/ and /k/; the articulation is characterised by a very short closure or none at all, followed by a long period of friction after release (see Sangster 2001). The typical Scouse plosives are characterised by having long friction phases in their articulation, which means that people often perceive stops such as /t/ to be completely naturalised into a fricative such as /s/. 

 The consonants /p, t, k/ are very heavily aspirated so that matter sounds almost like masser and lock sounds rather like the Scots word loch

      (Trudgill 1990:69) his emphasis (cited in Sangster   2001:401)

As Sangster (2001) demonstrates there is no complete neutralisation of /t/ into /s/, despite what the non-Liverpudlian ear may perceive. However, there are various realisations for different stops in Scouse that are part of the lenition process. The stop /k/ is often articulated as the fricatives /x/, /X/ and /c/ in a word final position, in an initial position the articulation is often heavily aspirated as /kh/. Knowles (1973:325) believes this feature to be spreading from the working class to the middle class. I would be interested in testing this theory by seeing if there is any evidence in middle class speakers today using stops with ‘incomplete closure’ as Knowles (1973:324) labels it.

Another example of lenition in /t/ is the process of debuccalisation, which converts /t/ to /h/ in word final positions. In Knowles (1973) this feature is found only in monosyllabic words with short vowels; in Honeybone and Watson (2003:13) it is also found in polysyllabic words as well, which seems to indicate that the feature is spreading within Scouse. As no other variety uses the same process as this, Honeybone and Watson (2002:13) believe this to be an ‘internally motivated process’, rather than one which stems from another variety. I wanted to see the level of usage within the middle class speakers to see if they reflect the general increase of debuccalisation in Scouse, particularly as it is a feature unique to Scouse only so cannot be attributed anywhere else. 

Another process that demands to be looked at in any study of dialect levelling in England is the glottal stop /?/ in place of /t/. In Honeybone and Watson (2002:12) there is no evidence of the glottal stop in Scouse amongst adolescent working class speakers, I wanted to see if I could see any evidence of glottal stop usage in middle class speakers, with a focus on the youngest generation. 

I also set out to see if there was any other variables of /t/ to be found, including variables such as /r/ and /R/, which have been noted in Honeybone and Watson (2002:9) and are also characteristic of Scouse.

I originally intended to look at the production of the variables /d/, /p/ and /g/ in the study but unfortunately I decided to leave them aside, because I believe that any meaningful analysis can only be done with a spectrogram, which I an not using in this study.   

Chapter 3

Methodology
In this chapter I will explain the methods I used for data collection and the analytical procedures that I applied to the data afterwards.

Section 3.1 is a discussion of how the subjects for the interviews were selected.

Section 3.2 is an outline of the methods I used to gather the information that I required.

Section 3.3 is an account of the form and quantity of data to be used for the analysis.

Section 3.4 is a description of the analytical procedures implemented to look at the data

3.1    Subjects

I decided to choose three age groups of subjects, all of who were adults. Fortunately, as I am from around the Bootle area I knew people socially who were prepared to take part in a short recording session. The reasons for selection choices made with regards to the interviewees are laid out in the following sections.

3.1.1    Age Group Boundaries

 My ideal conditions were that there should be four interviewees per age group, two male, two female. As it turned out, due to cancellations, there are only two participants per age group; in the youngest age group there are also two male participants and no female. I have to accept that that it is not ideal to have an unequal representation of sex in a sociolinguistic study. This is due to the widely observed trend that women tend to be more conservative in their speech patterns than men. However I feel that this can be partially overcome by the way I represent the results; as there are only two interviewees per age group I will show comparative individual results rather than collective generalisations of the results; this avoids the problem of having a possible distorted set of statistics due to there being two males in Group C. 

 The age distinctions between the three groups were fixed to be far apart from one another to increase the chance of significant differences being picked up, if that supposition was reasonable. I set the oldest groups’ (Group A) age to contain people who are over sixty years old (both Group A interviewees are in their seventies). The middle group (Group B) is for subjects between the age of forty and fifty (both subjects are in their early forties), and the youngest group (Group C) is for subjects in early adulthood (both subjects are in their early twenties). I decided against using adolescent speakers, despite them being the group recognised as the ones usually actively participating in language change (Eckert 1988, 1989). This was partly due to the difficulty of finding enough adolescents to participate in my study, and also due to the likelihood that the form of Scouse spoken by a young adult won’t differentiate in too distinct a degree from an adolescent, but sufficiently enough from a forty year old.

3.1.2    Social Class

I decided to select the interviewees to fit a middle-class description using a subjective approach based on my own knowledge of the community. I’m confident that the interviewees can all be described as ‘middle-class’, although due to time constraints and other practicalities I was unable to apply a more objective approach, such as the use of the Registrar-General’s Classification of Occupations classifications (as suggested in Wolfram and Fasold (1974)) in order to provide a more concrete basis for class description. 

3.2    Methods of Data Collection
I decided to conduct an interview that would gather a broad sample of each interviewee’s (approximately) casual speech (in that the speaker pays less attention to their speech due to distraction away from the context of the interview, not ‘natural’ casual speech as in a non-recorded conversation (see Labov (1972)). I decided also on an exercise to elicit less common pronunciation examples, which I expected would be read in a more careful speech (see Labov (1972)), where a reader pays closer attention to his or her pronunciation in an interview due to heightened self-consciousness or complete focus on the situation.    

3.2.1    Spontaneous Interview

The obvious problem for my study posed by the observer paradox as defined in Labov (1972:113), was that the whole interview would be conducted in a careful style of speech, meaning the interviewee would focus on their speech production and would not use the Scouse variables as often as I’d wish (it could also work the opposite way, with the interviewee using more Scouse variables than they would usually, if they so desired). I decided to try and overcome this by asking each speaker to talk about him or herself for a while and then ask them to talk about an occasion in which they thought were in serious danger (much as Knowles (1973) did in his data gathering phase, in reference to Labov’s tried and tested method). I felt this would encourage a more casual speech. 

 I briefed the interviewees of the questions beforehand in order that they would have time to think of something to say, rather than have them ‘put on the spot’ when I begun taping. During the interviews I tried to encourage the participant to speak like it was a casual conversation by talking back to them, moving away from the subject matter and trying to ignore the cassette recorder by focussing on the participant.

 My first interview conducted was with Interviewee 4 of Group B, and I felt in retrospect that I had set the tone too formal by moving straight from the wordlist to ask her to talk about a serious injury. I felt that this encouraged her to speak with careful attention to her articulation, and as a result she standardised many features that usually would have been articulated differently. Consequentially, I conducted the interviews differently, by asking the interviewees to give a summary of their lives to date, which was a useful method in eliciting a more casual variety of speech, as people generally enjoyed talking about their lives and stopped paying as close attention to their articulation, which continued throughout the rest of the interview. 

I found that the interview was a good way of compiling a large corpus of common features such as the plosive stops /t/ and /k/ for comparison, though there was no guarantee of eliciting some of the rarer variables that were in the study, although it did happen on more than one occasion. 

3.2.2    Wordlist 

I drew up a wordlist in which I included the situations that could elicit a selection of Scouse variables that are usually rare in open conversation, either because of their limited application (for example /ei/ to /i:/ in ‘Saturday’) or because the standard equivalent is not used very often (for example /th/). It also contains a number of variables that I considered looking at, but which were later left out due to their unsuitability for my sort of analysis (/d/, /g/ and /p/). The words on the list are real but the phrases are often mildly humorous; I believed that it would possibly help to distract the speaker’s attention away from monitoring his or her speech while speaking the words aloud. I didn’t specify for any interviewee to read the words out slowly as I wanted to get more typical pronunciations, read out at the interviewee’s own pace.

In the first interview I conducted, that of Interviewee 4 in Group B, I gave the wordlist to her as the first thing in the interview, which I felt helped contribute to her unease and the product was a highly standardised set of variables that are not typical of her speech in general (from personal experience). In the rest of the interviews I encouraged the participants to talk about themselves before I handed them the word sheet, in order to encourage them into a casual manner of speaking that I hoped would continue throughout.

I felt the wordlist was useful for its designed purpose, elicitation of most of the less common variables and also for providing a guaranteed, stable amount of information per interviewee. Its flaw was that in some circumstances there were instances of people using the standard variable in the word list citation and then using the corresponding Scouse variable in the interview moments later, which meant it was by no means guaranteed to pick up all the less common Scouse variables in that person’s variety.

3.3    Form and Quantity of Data

The form of the data that was used for the analysis is in the main a numerical figure of how many times a variable was used within each interview. The figures were drawn from my phonetic transcription of all the relevant variables in the interviews. I acknowledge that there is a good chance of committing an error in transcribing speech, but I am confident to some degree of accuracy in my transcriptions and in the quantities that have been calculated from them. The data will be represented in tabular form in the results stage.

The quantity of data that I decided to transcribe was roughly around one and a half minutes interview speech, as well as recital of a word list that occurred at varying points in the interview. The reason for this is that I had various interviews at different lengths and I wanted to make them comparable for greater statistical accuracy in the results stage. I found that some interviewees were willing to talk for a long time, others for a shorter time; since they were co-operating with the study out of their own good will I felt that I best leave the length of the interview at the discretion of the interviewee. There are other factors involved in this of course, including the speed the participant talks at and the amount of pause time in each conversation, but overall I feel the results are comparable in size. 

3.4    Analytical Procedures

The amount of data that was transcribed is not large, which has repercussions for the type of analysis available. One obvious criticism of having a relatively small amount of transcription is that there may be too little data to provide meaningful statistical support for a quantitative analysis. In most cases, however, the amount of transcription proved to be adequate, as the question most being asked of the data was whether it could show that a feature was present in middle class Scouse speech, or not. Having done more transcription would not necessarily solve the transcriptions’ drawbacks with regards to quantitative analysis in certain variables. If I had done twice as much transcription and happened to get twice as many examples of a variable, there would still be too little to produce a satisfactory quantitative analysis in the majority of cases. 

The type of analysis conducted is firstly quantitative in that the occurrences of each variable are compared to see if they can be applied to support or disprove any of the propositions suggested in the literature review, in addition to any other interesting points that arise. Following this, any emerging trends in the data will lend themselves to an overall interpretation that I will attempt to draw together in demonstrating whether the aims of the study have been resolved in any manner. This will be linked, if possible, to the questions thrown up in the literature review, and from this it will be seen if there are any new questions posed by the study, or any left unanswered within.

Chapter 4
Results

In this chapter I present the findings of my investigation into Scouse. Firstly, the tables of data are presented in 4.1, then afterwards a brief description of the immediately noticeable features of the statistics. This will allow me to make a more comprehensive a discussion in Chapter 5.

4.1    Results Tables

Group A is the eldest group, Group B the middle group and Group C the youngest. I’ve included some examples of eliciting words with some variables, as there is a tendency for the same articulation to be produced in the same environment. Also, in the case of debuccalisation (Table 1) I have included the number of polysyllabic words that contained examples of debuccalisation

	
	Interv. 1

Group A

Male
	Interv. 2

Group A

Female
	Interv. 3

Group B

Male
	Interv. 4

Group B

Female
	Interv. 5

Group C

Male
	Interv. 6

Group C

Male

	[t]/ [th]
	51
	77
	23
	53
	53
	32

	[ts]
	0
	0
	28
	4
	8
	12

	[t] – [h]
	1 (mono

syllabic)
	0
	3 (1 polysyl.)
	0
	8 (1 polysyl.)
	8 (2 polysyl.)

	[r] or [R]
	0
	0
	5 [R]
	3 [R]
	1 [R]
	1 [R]

	?
	0
	0
	1 (bottle)
	0
	1 (cutting)
	2 


Table 1  Occurrences of variables of /t/ in the results

	
	Interv. 1

Group A

Male
	Interv. 2

Group A

Female
	Interv. 3

Group B

Male
	Interv. 4

Group B

Female
	Interv. 5

Group C

Male
	Interv. 6

Group C

Male

	[k]
	15
	11
	4
	17
	13
	11

	[kh]
	4
	0
	11
	1
	8
	7

	[x]
	0
	0
	6
	0
	4
	6

	[X]
	0
	0
	1 (back)
	0
	0
	0

	[c]
	0
	0
	2 (week/s)
	0
	0
	1 (week)


Table 2  Occurrences of variables of /k/ in the results

	
	Interv. 1

Group A

Male
	Interv. 2

Group A

Female
	Interv. 3

Group B

Male
	Interv. 4

Group B

Female
	Interv. 5

Group C

Male
	Interv. 6

Group C

Male

	/th/
	17
	26
	17
	17
	21
	20

	/thh/
	4
	4
	3
	8
	0
	6

	/t/
	0
	0
	1 (with)
	0
	0
	0

	[d]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	[f]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	0

	[v]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1 (brother)
	0


Table 3 Occurrences of variables of /th/ and /th/ in the results

	
	Interv. 1

Group A

Male
	Interv. 2

Group A

Female
	Interv. 3

Group B

Male
	Interv. 4

Group B

Female
	Interv. 5

Group C

Male
	Interv. 6

Group C

Male

	/r/
	13
	18
	8
	28
	19
	16

	/R/
	2 (1 non

initial)
	1
	9
	0
	2
	3


Table 4 Comparison of occurrences of /r/ and /R/ in the results

	
	Interv. 1

Group A

Male
	Interv. 2

Group A

Female
	Interv. 3

Group B

Male
	Interv. 4

Group B

Female
	Interv. 5

Group C

Male
	Interv. 6

Group C

Male

	[A:]
	3
	4
	0
	2
	1
	2

	[a:]
	0
	0
	3
	0
	4
	2


 Table 5    /A:/ versus /a:/ in the variety

	
	Interv. 1

Group A

Male
	Interv. 2

Group A

Female
	Interv. 3

Group B

Male
	Interv. 4

Group B

Female
	Interv. 5

Group C

Male
	Interv. 6

Group C

Male

	[au]
	5
	4
	1
	3
	2
	0

	[a:]
	0
	0
	3
	2
	3
	3


Table 6    /au/ versus /a:/ in the variety

	
	Interv. 1

Group A

Male
	Interv. 2

Group A

Female
	Interv. 3

Group B

Male
	Interv. 4

Group B

Female
	Interv. 5

Group C

Male
	Interv. 6

Group C

Male

	[ai]
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	4
	0

	[a:I]
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	5
	6


Table 7   [ai] versus [a:I] in the variety

	
	Interv. 1

Group A

Male
	Interv. 2

Group A

Female
	Interv. 3

Group B

Male
	Interv. 4

Group B

Female
	Interv. 5

Group C

Male
	Interv. 6

Group C

Male

	Eg
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	E:
	0
	0
	7
	2
	7
	10

	e:
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	B
	7
	5
	0
	3
	0
	0

	B+
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


Table 8    NURSE vowel usage in the variety

4.2    Analysis

4.2.1    Usage of /t/ in the Bootle/ Crosby variety of Scouse

We can see that there is no clear overall pattern for the Scouse variants of the standard /t/, except to say that there is a strong preference for the standard variable in most speakers, the exception being Interviewee 1 of Group 2. He has adopted the traditional working class lenited stop /ts/ in the majority of cases. Although there is actually usage of the variable in the youngest speakers, as compared to no usage in the eldest, we can speculate from these statistics that this feature is possibly less popular than the standard feature in the speech of young, middle class people from Bootle/ Crosby, although this could be due to them using more careful styles of speech in the interviews than in other situations.

Debuccalisation is clearly used more often by young middle class people, with two examples of the polysyllabic words that did not use to be debuccalised in the 1960s in the Knowles (1973) study. This is more evidence in addition to that shown in Honeybone and Watson (2002). 

There are no clear sociolinguistic patterns in the replacement of /t/ by /r/ in Scouse. The older speakers do not use it at all, whereas there is some evidence for usage in the middle and younger speakers, yet not enough examples to prove anything other than its presence.

One of the most interesting results is the detection of the glottal stop in a variety of Scouse, used not only by the young speakers but also by one of the forty-year-old speakers. I will return to this matter in the discussion for the interpretation of the results

4.2.2    The realisation of /k/ in the Bootle/ Crosby sample

We can see from these results that, again, there has been an increase in usage of Scouse variables over the generations, with Interviewee 1 in Group 2 again standing out as having more characteristically Scouse variables than the other speakers. Again, the overall picture is seen that middle class students in Bootle/ Crosby are now speaking more ‘Scouse’ variables than previous generations did, if we take Speakers 1 and 2 of Group 1 and Speaker 2 of Group 2 to be more typical of their respective age groups in general.

4.2.3    Use of /th/ and /th/ in the variety

The most significant feature of this table is that there is evidence of TH-fronting shown by one of the young speakers in both /th/ and /thh/. Also there is slight evidence pointing to the usage of dental stops in Scouse, with Speaker 1 of Group 2 displaying the variable on one occasion. I will return to these points in the conclusion in order to discuss their significance.

4.2.4    /r/ flapping in the variety

It seems that /r/ flapping is a feature that is present in this variety of Scouse, although the standard approximant is by far the preferred choice for most speakers. Again, Speaker 2 of Group 2 is the exception. I will discuss in more detail this in the analysis

4.2.5    START vowel in the variety

Although the number of variants transcribed here are too few for an        in depth analysis, there is a trend that shows the characteristic Scouse variable /a:/ establishing itself with younger speakers, while the older speakers are more conservative in their usage, as expected.

The use of [a:] in place of [au] is seen to be present in the variety, the variable used by both of the middle and both of the younger speakers. Although there is not a large sample of features, the presence of the vowel in this situation in the speakers is enough to suggest that it must be there as result of the middle class adopting Scouse variables at some point in the past.

This variable /a:I/ is used by the young generation of speakers as was predicted in Chapter 2. This raises the interesting possibility that there seems to be part of a wider scheme of replacing standard long vowels and diphthongs with the [a:] variable in Scouse in general. 

4.2.6 Use of NURSE vowel

In this table we can see a predictable tendency towards the Scouse articulation [E:] in the younger speakers. The older speakers (Speakers 1 and 2) use the traditional northern variable [B] in their interviews

4.2.7    Other features of the variety

The test to elicit the /u:/ vowel in ‘book’ and ‘look’ yielded some interesting results. Only one example of the vowel was procured, surprisingly by Interviewee 1 of Group A. This perhaps shows that the variable has either not been accommodated into the middle class variety because of its low prestige status, or, just as likely, it has been reduced by dialect levelling to the standard form. 

The diphthong /eI/ in place for /i:/ in days of the week (my example was Saturday) was used by Speakers 1, 2, 3, and 6, defying any attempt to make a useful conclusion other than it was used by the elder speakers and is still used by the current young adults, remaining a constant.    

Chapter 5

Discussion

In this chapter I will assess what has been found so far in the results and place it in comparison with the hypotheses outlined in Chapter 2. 

5.1 is an analysis of the results, which will critically discuss the outcome of the results in comparison to the literature review, look at the achievements of the study, in addition to exploring its weaknesses.

5.2 is a brief summary of the work 

5.1 Critical discussion of results
1.) Have middle-class speakers in Bootle/ Crosby become more ‘Scouse’ over time in terms of increased usage of Scouse phonological variables? Are the variables used those present in older varieties of Scouse or more recent developments?  

If we are to take the speakers to be broadly representative of their particular age/social group, then there is a clear trend in the data that shows the increasing use of Scouse variables in the speakers (with the anomaly of speaker 3 from group B; I will discuss this below). There is an increased use of aspirated /k/, the START vowel, the NURSE vowel and flapped /r/ down through the age groups. This is obvious in most cases as the elder two speakers’ speech rarely incorporates any typical Scouse variables, which may be down to monitoring their own speech carefully in the interview, but I think it is probably their unguarded speech on display because they do not produce any Scouse variables in most circumstances. 

The above result was predicted with some confidence due to my insider’s knowledge about the community. However, although there is some evidence to back this proposal, it is by no means conclusive. There are a great deal more standard or northern pronunciations used by the middle speakers (excluding Speaker 3) and younger speakers than I had anticipated: I can be fairly certain in the case of Speaker 4 from Group B that this was due to an uneasiness with being recorded, as for the two younger interviewees I’m not as sure. On one hand we could draw the conclusion that the locality of Bootle and Crosby may have experienced geographical diffusion of sorts in recent times, with phonological variables from Liverpool spreading to the nearest populous centres around it. However, I am more inclined to believe it is the result of middle class people (most likely when adolescents) accommodating to the language of working class people, perhaps due to the covert prestige afforded to Scouse speech. 

It is harder to answer the question of whether the variables used by the younger speakers are those that are expanding in usage within the Scouse accent at present. In the case of debuccalisation this definitely seems to be the case; there is a noteworthy amount of debuccalisation in the speech of the younger speakers, including the more recent usage in polysyllabic words.

 The use of the START vowel in several situations outside of the context reported by Knowles in 1973 by the younger speakers suggests that the vowel is increasing in usage and that young middle class speakers are using the additional applications of the vowel, as well as the variable in its usual context. 

Both of the above seem to point towards young middle class speakers adopting the divergent variables and accommodating away from the standard, yet it isn’t as simple when we take into consideration that lenited variables of /k/ are not in the majority in the table, and usages of flapped /r/ are greatly in the minority in terms of occurrences.

It is a complex situation, where some variables from the typical Scouse selection are used rarely, and more recent additions to the Scouse accent are used fairly intensively. Whether some of these variables are not utilised due to any social stigma attached to them, it is hard to say (apart from in the case of the flapped /r/, Knowles (1973) finds that there is a non-prestige stigma attached to the flapped /r/ in Liverpool).

2.) Are there noticeable features from outside of Scouse that are being incorporated into the accent of any of the speakers? Why? Are there any circumstances of standardisation? In what variables?

One of the most significant results of this study in my opinion is the glottal stop usage I recorded in three different speakers (Speakers 3, 5 and 6). Along with the TH-fronting found in Interviewee 5 of Group C, I feel that this is a small yet meaningful finding, in that it shows some evidence of geographical diffusion at work in Liverpool, yet it is hard to explain considering that the overall trend in the results is for the younger speakers to converge towards the Scouse accent or away from other accents.

I believe that these results can be partially explained by Accommodation Theory, in that because the colloquial accent of the southeast (particularly London) is often chosen as the voice of media, it is on mass public display and given higher prestige because of this. Although many people in Bootle and Crosby would not often meet a Londoner, the accent is familiar and accepted because of the media broadcasting it often. It is therefore easily conceivable that people with high exposure to modern media- particularly younger people- should eventually imitate some of the speech patterns of the southeast in order to get approval; if not from Londoners, then from peers who are also aware of the accent’s prestige status. I believe even highly resistant accents such as Scouse will feel some effect of this, particularly in areas and in social groupings where loyalty to the accent is not as strong as elsewhere.

We can see another effect of Accommodation Theory in results that may be examples of levelling between accents. There is only one example of dental /t/ in the survey and none of dental /d/, which seems to demonstrate that the traditional Scouse variables were levelled when it came to the area in favour of the standard variable. This may also be a mechanism to explain the paucity of flapped /r/s in the study; again the Scouse variable is losing out to the standard variable. However it is still present in all age groups which suggests that it is still used popularly, but in a minority to the standard /r/.

5.2 Conclusion

The patterns that can be seen in this variety of Scouse are complicated and I feel I have achieved something in attempting to show the changes in the variables through generations. I feel it has gone some way to achieving its aims, although perhaps it would have been better to concentrate my efforts on a single one of the aims. There appears to be two conflicting directions that the variables are heading. They are becoming more standardised in some respects, yet given that the interviewees are from a middle class background this is hardly surprising. They are also diverging from the standard in that Scouse is internally developing to produce, for example, lenited stops. 
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Appendix

Wordlist

PARK

TAPWATER

 SUGAR

BIG FRIENDLY GIANT

DOWN THE OLD NICK

FIRST THING THIS MORNING

FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH

BIGGER BROTHER

NOT A BAD EFFORT OVERALL

BETTER BIT OF BUTTER

TRAIN TICKET TO KIRBY

LOOK THROUGH THIS BOOK TO FIND A RECIPE

TWENTY

MAP OF OLD LIVERPOOL TOWN

CARPET

THERE’S PLENTY DRINK LEFT IN THE BOTTLE

SATURDAY NIGHT
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