Ten O’Clock News Transcription (28/08/03)

1. Good evening (.) its only the second time in history

2. that a Prime Minister has been called to give evidence

3. before an inquiry(.) today Tony Blair was questioned

4. about allegations in a BBC report that he’d

5. exaggerated the threat from Iraq (.) he told the

6. Hutton Inquiry that the claim was so serious if it had

7. been true he would have been forced to resign. And he

8. took full responsibility to publicise the fact that an

9. unknown official Doctor Kelly had come forward as the

10. source of that BBC story (.) Nicholas Witchell reports

11. On the 11th day of the Hutton Inquiry it comes to this (.)

12. a Prime Minister who took his country to War summoned 

13. from Downing Street to the Courts of Justice to help

14. account for the death of one man (.) a scientist who 

15. knew infinitely more than any politician about weapons

16. of mass destruction

17. Some had slept out all night in order to gain entry 

18. into the inquiry (.) everyone with questions (.) 

19. everyone focussing on one man and his answers

20. The Prime Minister was the only witness to be asked

21. not to give his full name and occupation (.) at 10.30

22. with Mr Blair seated in the Witness box (.) James Dingerman

23. and his QC along with the Council for the inquiry (.) turned

24. to him and said ‘we needn’t bother with an introduction

25. and began a two and a quarter hours of questioning

26. Mr Dingerman took Mr Blair back to his visit to Iraq

27. to the troops last spring it was here on the 29th May

28. the Prime Minister had first heard about the story on

29. the BBC’s  Today Programme in one version of which

30. broadcast shortly after 6pm the reporter Andrew Gilligan

31. had said a senior official had told him the Government

32. probably knew the 45 minute claim was wrong even before

33. it decided to put it in the dossier

34.     Mr Blair was asked his reaction to the report ‘ it was an

34. extraordinary allegation to make and an extremely 

35. serious one’

36.     He went on ‘ this was an allegation that we had behaved

36. in a way that, were it true, it would have merited 

37. my resignation’

38.     Mr Blair said that the dispute was given booster rockets

38. by an article Mr Gilligan had written in the Mail on Sunday

39. on 1st June on which he had asserted Alistair Campbell

40. was the Downing Street official who’d transformed the

41. dossier Mr Blair didn’t believe he was being unduely

42. sensitive ‘this was an attack that not only went to the heart

43. of office of Prime Minister but an attack on how our

44. intelligence services operated and, in a sense, to the

45. credibility, I felt for the country’

46.     Mr Blair said it was while he was on an official visit

46. to the North West England on the 3rd of July that he was

47. first told that an official in the Ministry Of Defence

48. had come forward and admitted to meeting Andrew Gilligan

49.     Mr Blair told the inquiry ‘I said that we had to proceed 

49. with caution. We needed proper information and I said

50. we should keep the information to ourselves at this point

51.     But  (.) within Whitehall the pace of events was excelling

51. on Monday 7th July the foreign affairs committee published

52. a report that cleared Downing Street of impropriety in

53. the preparation of the dossier but only the casting vote 

54. of the chairman

55.     Inside Downing Street the people around the Prime Minister 

55. that in Doctor Kelly they had someone who could

56. settle matters decisively (.) they were in a quandary 

57. ‘I was really not sure what was the right way to 

58. handle this issue’ (.) decisions he said were reached

59. by officials by concensus ‘the responsibility is

60. mine at the end of the day I take the decision as 

61. Prime Minister but I wanted to be able to say that

62. we had played it by the book’

63.     On Tuesday 8th July the Ministry of Defence issued

63. a press statement announcing that an un-named 

64. official had come forward of that document

65. Mr Blair said ‘I may have scanned my eye over it

66. I cannot be sure’

67.      Of the document which confirmed

67. Doctor Kelly’s identity and the dropping

68. of clues to his name by officials ‘ I was 

69. not aware of any specific decisions’ 

70.    In general terms though Mr Blair said ‘we were

70. quite clear that was going to, the name was going

71. to come out one way or another and as far as

72. I am aware Doctor Kelly was aware of that too’ 

73.     The inquiry has of course heard that Doctor Kelly

73. believed the whole matter would be handled

74. in confidence (.) the Prime Minister was asked if

75. any concern was expressed on the pressure

76. being placed on him ‘obviously one looks

77. back on this with a different perception but

78. the best I can say is there was nothing that 

79. struck me that ‘there is a problem here’

80.     A few minutes later (.) his answers given 

80. Mr Blair was gone (.) striding out of court 73

81. into his convey and away on Monday the 

82. inquiry will hear from those closest to Doctor

83. Kelly (.) his family and friends Nicholas

84. Witchell reporting the BBC News at the 

85. Royal Courts of Justice. 

