ACADEMIC DISCOURSE PRACTICES



WEEKS 8 & 9

Week 8: WRITER IDENTITY: WRITER POSITIONS AND WRITER ROLES

PART ONE: WRITER POSITIONS 
In groups of three, consider the following questions:

· How easy do you find it to question established authorities when referring to their work?

· When writing, do you tend to be subjective or objective?

· How important is it to you to refer to your own experience or observations in your writing?

· Do you see your writing as an opportunity to explore problems or do you think your role is to solve them?

· Do you tend to take a strong position on issues or do you prefer to be more neutral?

· Do you see your essays as an opportunity to contribute to what is known in the field?

· What would you identify as ‘traditional academic style’? How do you feel when you read academic texts that not written like this?

In what ways do these questions help you understand your own identity as a writer? 

The following framework shows the range and diversity of decisions writers make, either consciously or subconsciously, about how to portray themselves in their writing.    

WRITER IDENTITY: IDEOLOGIES OF KNOWLEDGE MAKING

Consider where you stand on the following continua, and how this may affect the way you write:

	dismissing established authorities <-------(
subjective <----------------------------------(
recognising personal experience <----------(
as relevant 
constructivist <------------------------------(
organic, open ended,<-----------------------( 

provisional exploratory 
committed <----------------------------------(
co-operative <--------------------------------( 
accessible <----------------------------------( 
relatively oppositional <-------------------------(
	revering established authorities

objective

impersonal, dismissing personal experience

positivist

linear, conclusive, expository

neutral

competitive

exclusive

relatively conventional


To what extent is your current educational experience similar to or different from your previous one with regard to the above ideologies?

Reference: Ivanič, R. (1998) Writing and Identity. Amsterdam: John Benjamins p. 304

PART TWO: WRITING ROLES

Think back to the process of writing about the Quirk text. You had to make decisions about whether to:   

· report his position neutrally

· evaluate the writer either positively or negatively

· conclusively dismiss his claim or to be more tentative and open ended

· use your own experience to illustrate a particular point

and to: 

· make decisions about clarity of style and explanation

· decide whether it was more effective to report exact words or paraphrase

All these decisions had to be made collaboratively so the result was a piece of writing that may actually have represented your identity as a group. 

These different decisions that you make as you write can be described in terms of writing roles. Each role involves specific language choices. 

	The Role
	The Job

	Reporter
	· summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting

	Synthesiser
	· drawing together similar views/ideas

	Interpreter
	· explaining what something means, for example by showing how it applies to examples

	Critic/Evaluator/Commentator


	· making evaluative comments on others' work

· signalling one's own position in the debate

· presenting counter-arguments and evidence

	Analyst
	· applying concepts and/or framework(s) to data

	Text Organiser


	· interpreting the task

· presenting major themes/issues

· narrowing the task/focus

· ordering material


(Adapted from Joan Allwright’s Voices in the Text) 

