WHAT'S IN A DISSERTATION?

This task will give you an opportunity to compare and discuss the ‘general shape‘ of 3 or 4 dissertations, and should help you make decisions about your own writing. 
Survey the sections referred to below using the following questions as a guide. Note down any observations you might find useful for your own work.
____________________________________________________________
The abstract

(a) How long is it?

(b) Does it give the purpose, reason, method and result of the research?

(c) Is it clear, direct and free from jargon?

The table of contents  

(a) Are the chapter/section headings self-explanatory? 

(b) Is it easy to follow?

(c) Does the order seem logical?

(d) Is it attractively formatted?

The bibliography

(a) How long is it?

(b) How is it organised? 

(c) What is the format like?

(d) How are electronic references recorded?

The appendix

(a) How much information is included?

(b) What type of information is included?

(c) Is there more than one? 

Readability

(a) Is the language and sentence structure clear?

(b) Does the writer use signposting?

(c) How useful are the subheadings?

(d) Is the choice of font and layout attractive? 

(e) If there are figures or tables are they easy to understand? Are they supported by a textual explanation? 

Language & Organisation

(a) How accessible is the writing?
(b) Does the writer use signposting?

(c) Does the organisation of ideas seem logical?
NOW COMPARE YOUR OBSERVATIONS IN GROUPS OF 3

(a) What are the similarities?

(b) What are the differences?

(c) How can what you have discovered be useful when planning your own dissertation?
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