Academic Discourse Practices: A Critical Approach – Term 3, Session 3
Other Ways of Binding the Sections Together
In the last few weeks, you need to turn your dissertation from 

‘a voyage of discovery’ (your first draft, in which you use writing as a thinking process, to work out what you want to say) 

into 

‘travellers’ tales’ (your final draft, where you present your research to the reader in a way which makes it as easy as possible to follow, and to find the essential elements, and to see how parts fit together.

In addition to your Introduction and Conclusion, there are other things you can do to help the reader (for examples of some of these, see separate handout from Session 3).

A
Other parts of the dissertation which provide an overview
· Title
Abstract

· Contents page

B
Things which help make links in the body of the dissertation

· Summarise and link between paragraphs and chapters

· Refer forwards  

· Refer backwards

· Write short introductions at beginning of chapters 

· Provide signposting within chapters

· Provide signposting between chapters (don’t overdo it!)  
· Use ‘transfer paragraphs’
· Summarise what has been done in the chapter before saying what will come next 

· Add critically evaluative commentary to summaries and ‘transfer paras’

· Use a common structure for analyzing, presenting, etc
· Arrange sections /paragraphs thematically

· Provide a ‘map’ at end of introduction (and be sure it matches the main body!)

· Make efficient use of subheadings

· Use cohesive devices for signposting between subsections, such as ‘my other …’ ‘added to ..’, ‘further..’ 
· Use thematic links (eg direct quotations)

· Keep referring back to research questions

· Refer to figures and tables in the text of the dissertation – don’t expect them to speak for themselves!
· Refer to materials and/or appendices – explain how they relate to the main text of the dissertation. 
