Academic Discourse Practices – Term 3, Session 3

REFINING THE SHAPE OF YOUR DISSERTATION

MAKING ALL THE PARTS FIT TOGETHER

A)   The Role of the Introduction

1) Describes the problem/situation that interests you

2) Establishes what has already been said and done in this area

3) Points out what has not been done/what is not yet known

4) Explains what you hope to do to add to the body of knowledge
5) Helps the reader by signposting the content of the dissertation


(1-4 based on Swales’ model, in Cooley & Lewkowicz 2003 p9)

B)   The Role of the Conclusion

1) Summarises your research

2) Spells out your contribution

3) States the implications of your findings

4) Discusses the limitations of your study

5) Suggests potential areas of further research
(based on Cooley & Lewkowicz 2003 p97)

C) Binding the Different Sections Together - see Handout 2
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