ACADEMIC DISCOURSE PRACTICES

WRITING YOUR DISSERTATION – QUERIES
	Group A: Sources of further help

1. When ADP finishes, will there be any form of help we can receive? We still have our supervisors but is there any other support?
2. Where can I borrow a literary MA dissertation to look at (other than the library or MA common room)?


	1) Yes, SLDC – Student Learning Development Centre.  


Contact Carol Bennett. c.bennet@lancaster.ac.uk tel: 92391
2) Possibly in the English& Creative writing dept?  Ask your supervisor.



	Group B: Content

Referring to the Literature:

1. How long (how many words) does a literature review have to be?

2. Is it an especially good idea to refer to relevant papers/ work by our supervisor or other people at Lancaster?

3. I am surprised that every research question must be backed up by research. It happens sometimes that you pioneer doing research which has not been worked on by any other researcher. I am worried that this situation deprives us of opportunities to work out problems on our own.

4. I am an MAELCLS student who is currently working on a literary type of MA dissertation. After a discussion with my supervisor he told me that I don’t have to write a literature review, but being new to, and overwhelmed with literary theory/ criticism, I feel as if I should write a literature review. What should I do?

5. How much of the literature review should be relevant to the general area of our dissertation topic and how much relevant to our specific topic?

6. What if my research area is in its infant stage i.e. the resources I can draw on are limited and the approaches are still a bit vague? 

7. My interest in the topic for my dissertation stemmed from Alan Waters’ teaching practice session. I looked at how and why teachers adapted published material. Can I mention this in my dissertation? I’d like to use it as my rationale for choosing this topic. 
   7a. Also the findings were very interesting. Is it possible to use/ mention these findings? To what extent can you do this?

7b. There isn’t much research in my specific topic area on how teachers adapt materials. There has been work on materials evaluation but not in-class adaptation of materials. How do I refer to existing research when there is very little on my topic?

Other:

8. How long does an introduction have to be (word length)?

9. How much work should I devote to the theoretical framework: 30%,40% …?


	1. It depends what you need to put in it. See notes from ADP term 3, session 3 on what a literature review is for, and how it can be presented.  As a very rough guide, estimate not less than 3, not more than 13 pages.
2. Only if truly relevant – as with all references.

3. It is fine to research something which has not been worked on by others. Pioneer research is what we all aim for.  But you do need to use the literature to prove that your work is indeed pioneering. Mention theory and/or research which is related to your RQ(s) but not exactly what you are doing: this will prove your work is new. You do need to show there is a GAP.
4. If you write a review of literary theory/ criticism, make sure it is only of work which is directly relevant to your own topic 

– a) work on the same text(s), genre(s) or author(s) as you, and/or


- b) theory which you will draw on directly in your own analysis. 


In the end, do take your supervisor’s advice. 
5. It depends but, in general, keep as focussed on your topic as possible, i.e less general, more specific.  

6. State this. Draw on what literature there is. Discuss the evolution of the area perhaps to show its origins - if relevant.

7.  The inspiration for your interest can, indeed should, be mentioned in whatever form it takes. Use the name of the course, the tutor, and dates in your references. 

7a. His findings from the research are probably in published form – however informal. Ask him directly for references. I am sure he will be pleased you are interested.

7b. see points 3 and 6 above.

8. It depends what you need to put in it.  As a rough guide, estimate between 2 and 5 pages.
9. It depends.  If the theoretical framework is the major literature that you are critically reviewing, it could be up to 20%. If you are actually developing your own theoretical framework, maybe up to 30% in total.


	Group C: Where are YOU?

1. How can I find my own contribution?
2. I came to the assumption that I have to only choose really interesting ideas for analysis and discussion. However, I fear that my ideas aren’t interesting enough so what can I do?


	1. By reading and thinking about existing theory and research, you can identify a ‘gap’, however small, which your research is going to fill.
When you have your data, discuss it with your supervisor  to see what you can say about it that will make a contribution.

2. Detailed analysis and discussion are ALWAYS interesting! Concentrate on something small in your data and build up from there. Start writing early to give yourself plenty of time to work up something which YOU find interesting.

This is be part of the challenge of academic work – making others believe your ideas. 


Have faith in your work!


	Group D: Mechanics

1. What’s essential on the title page?

2. Is there an official (required) lay-out for our dissertation (suggested cover page, fonts allowed, spacing etc)?

3. Should the acknowledgement section be in the beginning or at the end of the dissertation?

4. Is the tense of the whole dissertation different from part to part (e.g. Method, Conclusion)?
5. If I use video / audio recordings, do I have to give in / include the transcripts? Can I hand in a DVD containing all the recordings instead? 


	1. and 2. See the notes you were given when you were assigned your supervisor. There is a copy on the ADP website.

3. At the beginning. Note it is not compulsory to put acknowledgments.

4. Yes. As a rough guide: 

Introduction – present, 

Method – mostly past,

Analysis – past for what you did and what participants said; present for ‘results’ and ‘findings’


 Conclusion – past (and maybe some present for ‘universal truths’?)
5. Transcripts of sections you refer to need to be included in the appendices, but not the whole recording. It is becoming more common to hand in a disc with all the data in digital form with your dissertation.




	Group E: Doing the Research

Ethical Issues:

1. If my main research method is interview do my interviewees - or the school - need to sign any documents?

2. Where do we find the standard permission to use somebody’s data / guarantee confidentiality forms? 
3. How do I get these signed if our subjects are in another country? 

3a. Is there any way to get permission electronically?
3b. Do I need these for in-depth interviews?

Methodological issues:

1. Is there a good ‘instruction manual’ for research methods such as research journal, diary, interview, questionnaire, transcription?

2. When doing qualitative research, is it necessary to do data analysis using quantitative methods?

3. What determines the number of research sample?

4. Are video data more effective than audio data?

5. I would like some help designing questionnaires and interviews.

6. I would like some help in quantifying and analysing the answers to my interview questions once I have collected the data, or at least have references that I can consult (especially for quantifying the data).

7. I am considering using ‘skype’ to do my interviews. Is there any software method of recording my interview?

8. Are there alternative solutions if interviews cannot be done or do not work according to plan? 

9. I have difficulties in getting data. Is it OK if I do library based research?
10. What is the best approach for comparative data analysis of two different types of corpora?
	These are issues which your supervisor needs to help you with. They relate to the research itself rather than writing the dissertation about it.
We will however try to answer some of these points.

1. YES
2. Ask Paul Kerswill for advice on any ethical issues
3. Can you post the forms to them and ask them to return them to you ??? 
3a) We think this is OK. Check with your supervisor.


3b.  Yes

-------------------------------------
1. Yes. Cohen & Manion

See your RIAL reading list.
2. No: you can do qual and/or quant analysis, depending on the data and the RQ(s) –  discuss with  your supervisor

3. What kind of analysis you intend to do. 

e.g., if you are just counting yes/no answers, you need a lot – more than 30
If you are looking in detail at what people do and think, you need very few – possibly as few as two or three.
4. Pros and cons to both – who you are aware of them and why you make the decision you do which will be according to which is more suitable for you’re the data you are looking for.
5. and 6. You need to discuss these matters with your supervisor, and / or with your peers. Often a peer support  group can be VERY helpful.

N.B. for (5): see point 1 above.
7. 
Sign up to the Qualsoft e-mail discussion list and ask the readers for advice. (Ask Tania for URL). 

Also see the related web pages. 

Also look at Skype’s own advertising.
8.   Yes -  it’s good to have a contingency plan. Devise one now with help of your colleagues and/or supervisor.

9. It depends on your topic. For most topics, it is usually possible and preferable to include some type of data analysis, even if it is re-analysing someone else’s data ... See your supervisor about this.
10. Consult your supervisor and look at the relevant literature.


ADP website : http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fss/courses/ling/ling402/materials.htm      
ADP Term 3, Week 4.


