ACADEMIC DISCOURSE PRACTICES

Reminder: Selected reasons for bringing your reading into your writing.
· To show that we have understood what we have read.

· To provide authoritative support for our own argument.

· To show the relevance of a writer’s work to our argument/study.

· To evaluate the work of a writer (positively or negatively).

· To show the flaws in a writer’s argument.

· To position yourself in relation/to what’s been said.

Group A.
Hauser et al (2000) state three theoretical issues concerning language evolution. These distinctions are ‘shared versus unique’ meaning which features of language are shared among organisms and which are only human. The second issue is ‘gradual versus saltational’ referring to a slow progression or a sudden leap. The final issue is ‘continuity versus exaptation’ which suggests the origins of language have been extended from early communication systems, or ….from ‘previous adaptive function’ (ibid). 

The author state that their aim is ‘to determine what was inherited unchanged from common ancestor(s), what has been subjected to minor modifications and what (if anything) is qualitatively new’ (Hauser et al, 2002).

Although Hauser et al (2002) raise interesting points regarding ‘Faculty of Language-broad sense (FLB)’ and ‘Faculty of language- narrow sense (FLN)’ their theory still remains a hypothesis. Their claims are questionable and open to academic debate. The article does not clearly identify the origins of the bold hypothesis.

Group B.
The article refers to three theoretical issues on language evolution. The first one describes the ‘shared versus unique’ differences among communication systems found in different species. A second concept addresses the question of ‘gradual versus saltational’ evolution of language. A final aspect covered is the ‘continuity versus exaptation.’

Group C.
There are three issues emerging from the debate on language evolution. The first issue is the ‘shared’ or ‘unique’. The second issue is whether language changes gradually or suddenly. The last issue is whether language evolution is continuous or whether there have been some gaps in the process. However, many researchers have disagreed with these issues. Hauser et al (2002) argued the most important is to determine what ‘was inherited unchanged from common ancestor, what has been subjected to minor modifications, and what is qualitatively new.’

Group D.
Hauser et al (2002) introduce their observation by outlining three different theoretical concepts that help us understand the origins and development of language. The three dichotomies are as follows:

1) ‘shared versus unique’

2) ‘gradual versus saltational’

3) ‘continuity versus exaptation’

Hauser et al (2002) acknowledge that historically there have been diverse stances taken towards these three concepts. However, they claim there is ‘an emerging consensus’ among scholars.

Group E.
There are at least three theories as regards ‘language evolution’ (Hauser et al, 2002). One of the oldest ones is the question whether language is unique to humans or shared by all other animals. Although it is clear that animals use varying systems of communication as accepted by most scholars, the human language is ‘qualitatively’ different from those systems (Hauser et al, 2002).
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