ACADEMIC DISCOURSE PRACTICES
Characteristics of a good essay -  Argumentation

	Check that:

Your position has been made clear.

Opinion is not presented as fact. Argumentation and claims are explained and well supported. Possible ways of doing this are to:

· Refer to key writers on your topic

· Indicate the flaws in existing arguments

· Refer to empirical evidence

· Use examples.

Arguments are clear, coherent, relevant, with no contradictions between the writer’s stated aims and the line of reasoning followed.




Characteristics of a good essay -  Readability factors.

Introductions are clear and:

· examine the questions (and its presuppositions)

· define necessary terms

· inform the reader of what is to come

· give a brief statement of the main theme or argument

· give a short outline of the paper

Conclusions:

· make clear links to the essay question

· remember the main steps of the argument

· summarise findings

· discuss the implications of what has been discovered / decided

· indicate the place of the research in the wider field of knowledge

· admit what has not been done and explains the reasons for this

· looks ahead/ recommends profitable further research

The topic is placed in a broader context in the first part of the essay.

The structure is clear and divided into easily digested paragraphs, which contain one main idea and connect to the next one.

If there are sections, the headings relate to the content and don’t mislead.

The writer’s intentions are ‘signposted’ at each stage.

Language is relatively simple but formal and sentences are not too long.

Technical terms are explained and examples are provided where possible.

Essays are well typed, using 1.5 or double spacing, in a font that is easy to read. 
(NB. Check your assignment guidelines for any formatting requirements).

Spelling and punctuation is correct.

References are clear, complete and consistent.
- Adapted from  Clark R (1988) Academic Discourse Practices Materials, Lancaster University
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