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	The Importance of Organising the Literature Review  Thematically 



	This provides you with a structure to shape the dissertation and ensures that you will foreground the ideas that are shared or developed by different writers rather than simply list what he or she said 


The Key Features of Literature Reviews

· relevant and focussed 

· up to date

· the research gap is identified

· the organisation and contents are signposted in an introductory paragraph

· organised thematically

· the different themes are drawn together in a conclusion.

· critical

ADP Term 3, Session 2

What specific questions do I want to explore?


Who are the key writers in this area?


What are the main issues amongst writers on the topic?


What is my position in relation to these issues?


How does the literature relate to my topic?


Do I have any references from before 1990? If so, what is the reason for this?


In what ways is my research different to what has already been studied?











