PREPARING THE FINAL DRAFT
No matter how much you read through your work it is really easy to miss the
mistakes you have made, both superficial ones such as typing or spelling errors and

incorrect grammar as well as other more complex ones. Creme & Lea (1997) suggest
that the following questions may help you in editing your own work or others’.

¢ Does the piece of work have a central idea? Is this idea apparent for the
reader or do your have to ‘search’ for it? Is it clear enough for you to
restate in a different way?

¢ Does the piece of work raise any questions that it does not answer?

o Isthere a sense of an ‘argument’ developing?

¢ Do points seem to follow logically? Does the whole piece hang together?

o Why is a particular bit of information in the piece? What work is it doing for
expressing the ideas of the assignment? (For example is there too much

‘chronology writing’ at the expense of analysis?)

¢ Can you understand what is written? If not, can you see why? Does the
use of subject terminology seem clear and confident?

e Does the introduction seem helpful as a signpost to the whole piece?
¢ Is there a sense of a satisfying ‘ending’?
e Does the ending in particular, as well as the piece as a whole, answer the

question that has been set? How do you know? Has the writer referred to
the question clearly and explicitly?

Reference: Creme P & Lea M R (1997) Writing at University — a Guide for
Students. Buckingham: Open University Press

For some useful advice on editing go to the SLDC Effective Learning Website:
http://www.lancs.ac.uk/depts/celt/sldc/materials/writing.htm




