CONFERENCE: GENDER AND SPIRITUAL PRAXIS IN ASIAN CONTEXTS*
25 – 28 SEPTEMBER 2006

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME†
	Day
	Time/Location
	Event
	Details

	25 September
	2:00 – 5:00

George Fox Foyer
	Registration

Tea/Coffee on Arrival

Bookstall
	

	
	6:00 – 9:00

Location To Be Announced
	Dinner
	

	26 September
	10:00 – 10:30

Room 5/6
	Welcome Address
	With Professor Tony Gattrel, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences

	
	10:30 – 11:00

George Fox Foyer
	Morning Coffee 

Bookstall
	

	
	11:00 – 12:30

Room 5/6
	Panel Childlessness, Widows and Womanhood  
	Customs, Ritual and Tradition in Widows’ Human Rights Movements in Nepal 

Makiko Habazaki (Hokkaido University, Japan)

	
	
	
	Celibacy, Womanhood and Renunciation in Nepal 

Yolanda Van Ede (Amsterdam University, the Netherlands)

	
	
	
	Gender, Caste, and Childlessness: Religious Treatment Seeking Behavior in Rural India 

Mizuho Matsuo (National Museum of Ethnology, Japan)

	
	12:30 – 1:30

George Fox Foyer
	Lunch

Hot Buffet Style
	

	
	1:30 – 3:00

Room 5/6
	Panel Renunciation, Buddhist Nuns and Feminism
	In What Ways do Hagiographic Narratives Create Possibilities for Thai Buddhist Nuns? 

Joanna Cook (Cambridge University, UK)

	
	
	
	Subversive Daughters of the Buddha: The Feminisms of the Burmese Buddhist Nuns 

Cristina Bonnet (SOAS, University of London)

	
	
	
	Re-creating Japanese Buddhist women 

Noriko Kawahashi (Nagoya Institute of Technology, Japan)

	
	3:00 – 3:30

George Fox Foyer
	Afternoon Tea

Bookstall
	

	
	3:30 – 5:00

Room 5/6
	Panel

Womanhood and Social Norms
	The Confucian Norm and Mother-Child Relation of a Modern Chinese Intellectual: In the Case of a Mother’s Son, “Lu Xun” Tomiko Yuyama (Seikei University, Japan)

	
	
	
	To what extent do young female Soka Gakkai members’ support for the political party Komeito challenge prevailing norms of females as professional housewives and men as cooperate warriors? 
Anne Mette Fisker-Nielsen (SOAS, University of London, UK)

	
	
	
	Gender and Care and Japanese Spirituality 

Miho Furusawa (Tokyo University, Japan)

	
	5:30 – 7:00

Room 5/6
	Film Showing and Talk
	Michael Yorke 

	
	7:30 – 9:30 

Location To Be Announced
	Dinner IN TOWN
	Bus leaves at 7:30 

	27 September
	9:00 – 10:30

Room 5/6
	Panel

Gender and Religious Change
	Gender, Religious Change and Sustainability in Bangladesh

Santi Rozario (Cardiff University, UK)

	
	
	
	Gender, Social Engagement and Religious Change in Thailand Monica Lindberg-Falk (Lund University, Sweden)

	
	
	
	Gender and Social Change in Sri Lanka

Elizabeth Harris (Birmingham University, UK)

	
	10:30 – 11:00

George Fox Foyer
	Morning Coffee

Bookstall
	

	
	11:00 – 12:00

Room 5/6
	Panel 

Gender and Identity
	Becoming Whole: Religion and Identity among South Asian women in Transnational Contexts 

Meenakshi Thapan (Delhi University, India)

	
	
	
	Gender and Identity amongst Javanese Moslems

Sukawarsini Djelantik (Parahyangan University, Indonesia)

	
	12:00 – 12:45

George Fox Foyer
	Lunch

Cold Buffet Style
	

	
	1:00 – 5:30
	Lake District Excursion

Details To Be Confirmed
	Bus leaves at 1:00

Beatrix Potter’s House

Afternoon Tea and Scones

	
	6:00 – 8:00

Room 5/6
	Special Interactive Session 

“Gender and Spiritual Praxis”: Personal Trajectories
	Ursula King (University of Bristol & SOAS, UK)

	
	
	
	Hema Goonatilake (Buddhist Disaster Relief, Sri Lanka)

	
	8:00 – 10:00

Langdales Restaurant 
	Dinner 

	

	28 September
	10:00 – 11:00

Room 5/6
	Panel

Biology, Sexuality and Spirituality
	Gender, Biology, and Art: Yoni and Linga in South Asian Tradition

David Smith (Lancaster University)

	
	
	
	Cult-Like Nature of the Activities of a Japanese Porn Director, Tadashi YOYOGI Masakazu Tanaka (Kyoto University, Japan)

	
	11:00 – 11:30

George Fox Foyer
	Morning Coffee

Bookstall
	

	
	11:30 – 12:30

Room 5/6
	Panel

Gender and Spiritual Praxis 
	The Miko and the Veliccappatu: context and practice of two female ritual specialists of Japan and India 

Meg Gentes (Independent Scholar, California)

	
	
	
	Gender and Deconstruction of Shintô 

Minerva Terrades 
(the Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain)

	
	12:30 – 2:30

George Fox Foyer
	Lunch
	


Please Note: 

* Ms Ingrid Norbu will be making a radio programme about the Conference for German National Radio, Deutschlandfunk (the programme will be in German).
† Where changes are made, the organising committee will endeavour to restrict alterations in the programme to the same day. However, in the event of more drastic changes, the effected speakers will be informed as soon as possible. We will try to respect speakers’ wishes as far as possible.

Discussants available over the course of the weekend include:

Geoffrey Samuels, Cardiff University, UK

Ian Reader, Lancaster University, UK

Hiroko Kawanami, Lancaster University, UK

