PERFORMING REGIONS CONFERENCE
PANEL: Tuesday 18 September 2007 (12.15-13.30)

Imagined Spaces (Chaired by Professor Lynne Pearce)

This panel will reflect upon the ways in which cities, regions, nations and various public / private spaces within them have been (re)constituted through works of the creative imagination. Members of the panel will make brief (5-10 minute) presentations on how their own projects relate to the theme of the conference and will also be invited to reflect upon the papers from the morning sessions.

Dr Graham Mort (Creative Writing, Lancaster) will focus, in particular, on the way in which ‘action research’ techniques can stimulate new creative and reflexive writing vis-à-vis his work on the ‘Crossing Borders’, ‘Moving Manchester’ and ‘Radiophonics’ projects; Dr Corinne Fowler (‘Moving Manchester’ researcher, Lancaster) will discuss the commercial and (multi)cultural logic by which novels by black northern writers are coded as worthy (or unworthy) of national and international readerships; Dr Emma Rose (Lancaster Institute for the Contemporary Arts) will talk about the ways in which her AHRC-funded project, ‘Re-enchantment and Reclamation’ has engaged dance, film and the sonic arts in an artistic re-presentation of Morecambe Bay and the Lune Esturary; Dr Danielle Fuller (American and Canadian Studies, University of Birmingham) will reflect upon the geo-cultural rationale for her AHRC-funded project ‘Beyond the Book: Mass Reading Events and Contemporary Cultures of Reading in the UK, USA and Canada’ and how local / regional / national identifications impact upon mass reading events (or not); Dr Anita Wilson (Centre for Literacy Research) will talk about her work as a prison ethnographer and, in particular, the ways in which prisoners commodify the spaces in which they find themselves through a range of creative / aesthetic acts.
N.B. Several of these panel presentations will be linked to visual / multi-media presentations in the Conference Exhibition Rooms.
THE PANEL MEMBERS 

Panel Chair: Professor Lynne Pearce is Chair of Literary Theory and Women’s Writing in the Department of English and Creative Writing. She has published widely in the field of literary and cultural theory and is Principal Investigator for the AHRC-funded project ‘Moving Manchester / Mediating Marginalities: How the experience of migration has informed writing from Manchester 1960 – the present’. She has edited a collection of essays on Literature and British Devolution entitled Devolving Identities: Feminist Readings in Home and Belonging (Ashgate 2000) whilst her most recent book is Romance Writing (Polity 2007). Further details of ‘Moving Manchester’ can be found on the project website at: www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/projects/movingmanchester.
Dr Corinne Fowler is a full time researcher on the Moving Manchester project. She specialises in postcolonial writing and travel writing. She is author of Chasing Tales: travel writing, journalism and the history of British ideas about Afghanistan (2007).  
Dr Danielle Fuller is a Senior Lecturer within the Department of American & Canadian Studies at the University of Birmingham. She was born and brought up in Essex and has always preferred to self-identify as an East Anglian: a regional affiliation that was particularly useful in social situations during the 1980s!  Her publications include Writing the Everyday: Atlantic Canadian Women’s Textual Communities (2004).  More recently she has been working on the trans-national commodification of Atlantic Canada through the dissemination of popular film and best-selling fiction.

Further details of the ‘Beyond the Book’ project may be found at:

Dr Graham Mort is a Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing at Lancaster University. He 
> is project leader for the British Council's ‘Crossing Borders’ and 
> ‘Radiophonics’ projects in Africa and directs the recently established 
> Centre for Transcultural Writing and Research at Lancaster. His latest publication is Visibility: New & Selected Poems (Seren 2007).

Further details of the Centre for Transcultural Writing can be found at:

Dr Emma Rose is Associate Director: Research and Enterprise, The Lancaster Institute for the Contemporary Arts. She studied as a postgraduate at Chelsea College of Art and then a Lecturer at Leeds University before coming to Lancaster. As a practicing artist she exhibits her work internationally. Recent experimental videos made since 2004 with her collaborator Neil Boynton have been shown in Croatia, Iceland, France, Germany, Italy, Poland and many times in London and the UK. 
Further details of the ‘Re-enchantment and Reclamation Project’ can be found at:
