Report on Prof. Karen Rader’s Visit, 28/06-01/07/2004

Prof. Karen Rader’s appointment to a Visiting Professorship in the Institute of Advanced Studies has contributed significantly to the activities of what is currently known as the ‘Politics/Technology/Ontology’ reading group (principal members: Michael Dillon, Paul Fletcher, Adrian Mackenzie, Paolo Palladino), enabling new links and projects.

The funding provided by the Institute (£400.00), in conjunction with that from the Faculty of Arts and Humanities (£400.00), the International Office (£250.00) and CESAGEN (£100.00), to support Prof. Rader’s visit enabled Drs. Paolo Palladino and Katrina Stengel to organise two seminars by Prof. Rader herself, one by Prof. Hugh Raffles (Anthropology, University of California, Santa Cruz), and a one-day workshop on the contemporary relationship between biology and politics, focussing especially on the work of Giorgio Agamben. Significantly, the Faculty of Arts and Humanities funded Prof. Raffles’ visit (£450.00), explicitly to complement Prof. Rader’s visit and further the conceptual organisation of the one-day workshop. 

The above three events were well-attended and the audiences were drawn from across the university. The workshop brought together a particularly large and disparate audience because those presenting papers at the workshop, or otherwise directly involved in it, were drawn from equally disparate parts of the university. These contributors were Bülent Diken (Sociology), Michael Dillon (Politics), Paul Fletcher (Religious Studies), Adrian Mackenzie (ICR), Nayanika Mookherjee (Sociology), Paolo Palladino (History), Bron Szerszynski (IEPPP) and Brian Wynne (IEPPP); Stewart Motha (Law) was also expected to contribute, but was forced to withdraw at the last minute. The function of this workshop was to introduce Professors Rader and Raffles to the range of work at Lancaster University on Agamben’s writings and their importance to understanding contemporary relationship between biology and politics.

As a direct consequence of these events, Prof. Rader and Paolo Palladino are now in the process of organising and seeking external funding for parallel, transatlantic series of seminars, at Sarah Lawrence College and Lancaster University, on science and aesthetics. These seminars will focus in particular on the visualisation of genetic science, as advanced within the sciences themselves and in the performing arts, and will lead ultimately to an international conference and public exhibition on the subject. The broad constituency for this endeavour is signalled by the current involvement of the following staff at Lancaster University:

Rosemary Betterton (IWS)

Michael Dillon (Politics)

Paul Fletcher (Religious Studies)

Adrian Mackenzie (ICR)

Kate O’Riordan (CESAGEN)

Jackie Stacey (Sociology)

Katrina Stengel (CESAGEN)

Anne Wilbourn (CESAGEN)

Besides Prof. Rader, Professors Raffles and Charles Zerner (Architecture & Environment, Sarah Lawrence College) will be involved in developing the transatlantic counterpart to the programme at Lancaster University. While Sarah Lawrence College and the National Science Foundation will fund the latter, Drs. Palladino, Mackenzie and others will be looking to submit a proposal to either the ESRC or the AHRB in the late Autumn, 2004.

Finally, the one-day workshop has helped to consolidate growing links between the ‘Politics/Technology/Ontology’ reading group and those within IEPPP responsible for an upcoming bid to the ESRC for a ‘Nanotechnology Centre’ at Lancaster University.

Paolo Palladino
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