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Professor Cooper visited Lancaster at the joint invitation of Mimi Sheller (ICR/CeMoRe) and Robert Crawshaw (IALIC/DELC) to conduct a week’s symposia/workshops and make a keynote address at the 4th Annual International Conference of IALIC.  She stayed at Lancaster from December 8th-15th, 2004.

The invitation had arisen as a result of an approach to IAS and the Department of Sociology by RHC as local conference organiser for IALIC, who had suggested Prof. Cooper from a number of names which had come forward.

The visit was an unqualified success.  Prof Cooper is an innovative theorist whose highly original work on Jamaican popular culture has stimulated lively debates in the fields of Cultural Studies, Gender Studies, Caribbean Studies, Languages and Literature. She is the author of Noises in the Blood: Orality, Gender and the “Vulgar” Body of Jamaican Popular Culture (Duke University Press, 1995) and the forthcoming Border Clash: Jamaican Dancehall Culture at Large (Palgrave Macmillan).  The topic of her latest book made her an ideal keynote at the IALIC conference whose theme was ‘The Intercultural Narrative’. 

During her visit to Lancaster, Carolyn Cooper delivered several papers based on chapters from this new work. On Tuesday, 9th December, she addressed the Centre for Mobilities Research Seminar Series in the Cartmel Room (SCR). Her paper was entitled The Dancehall Transnation:  Language, Lit/orature and Global Jamaica’ co-authored with linguist Hubert Devonish).  In it she returned to themes explored in her first book, in particular the background to the emergence of local Jamaican language as a cultural phenomenon which had found expression in poetry, written prose and even academic genres.  There were approximately 30 people in attendance, drawn from across a cross-disciplinary spectrum including Sociology, IWS, ICR, DELC, Linguistics, Politics and Geography and the paper was followed by a lively question and answer session.

On Thursday, 11th December, she addressed a seminar sponsored jointly by the Institute for Women’s Studies and the Department of Sociology in the Furness Senior Common Room. The title of her talk was ‘Lady Saw Cuts Loose:  Female Fertility Rituals in Jamaican Dancehall Culture'. The talk was followed by an excellent discussion amongst an audience of approximately 25, including staff and postgraduates especially from the Institute for Women’s Studies, but also from the Management School and various other parts of the University where some people of Caribbean origin were drawn to the event.
In association with Prof. Cooper’s visit the InterseXions Reading Group (based in the Sociology department) read some of her work and held a brown-bag lunch on the 11th December in order to have a chance to meet with her more informally. This was a small meeting, but we had an interesting discussion of issues surrounding the teaching of gender and women’s studies at our respective universities.

Discussion on other discipline-related issues also took place at dinner, with colleagues from ICR, DELC and English and, on a separate occasion, with members of the IALIC organising committee.  She took a live interest in developments at Lancaster and spoke of hoping to return.

Carolyn’s keynote contribution to the IALIC conference was attended by approximately 120 people from countries all over the world, including members of ICR and womens’ studies.  Her topic, again from her new book, described the cross-cultural hybridity resulting from the transplanting of Jamaican song patterns into Indian and performed by British singer/song-writers in Birmingham, UK – the so-called ‘Rajamuffin’ phenomenon.  It was an excellent topic and gave rise to a number of interested questions.  As owner of the copyright of her forthcoming book, she has undertaken to publish the paper in the double volume of the IALIC journal (The Journal of Language and Intercultural Communication).

Carolyn Cooper’s visit was a valuable catalyst in bringing together interrelated interests in Arts and Humanities and Social Sciences in the field of contemporary cultural studies.  Her work was cutting edge and gave those who came into contact with her a real insight into current directions in the field.
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