Report on: Civil Society and Conflict Prevention: Patterns and Limitations 

Venue: Lancaster University Management School 18-19 May 2006
Funded by IASMSS 
The workshop was organised by the Richardson Institute for Peace and Conflict Research in partnership with the Management Development Division at Lancaster University and took place on  18 & 19 May 2006 (the final programme is attached). 
IAS support was acknowledged on all publicity materials. The workshop encouraged debate between academics and NGO practitioners in terms of the potential roles and limits of civil society actors in conflict prevention initiatives, both locally and within an international context. 

One of the key achievements of the workshop was the way in which it combined conceptual/empirical dimensions from academic researchers, with the practice-oriented experiences of user-groups. It brought together a network of academics and practitioners who work in the fields of civil society and conflict studies which crosses the academic disciplines of Politics and International Relations, Geography, and Management Studies amongst others. 
The workshop explored the intersection and limits of civil society and conflict through an examination of the following areas:
· Academic and NGO conceptualisations of civil society and its role in conflict prevention initiatives. 

· National and international patterns of civil society activism

· Policy related impacts/lessons of civil society initiatives. 

The workshop was attended by 25 people, which included a diverse range of participants either as speakers or audience members, drawn from within and outside the UK. For example, these included Professor David Bloomfield, Director of the Berghoff Research Center in Berlin; Dr Rowena Ashrad OBE, Centre for Education for Racial Equality, University of Edinburgh; Dr Jan Selby (Sussex); Mr Quintin Oliver, trustee of anti-sectarian pressure group Nil By Mouth. The participation of Gavin Preuss, Oxfam’s Global Conflict Adviser, and Brian Thompson, formerly of DFID, was especially useful in developing the debates around the funding and politics of NGOs within the international context. The papers given, covered civil society interventions across a wide range of international contexts including: Sierre Leone, Ghana, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Israel/Palestine, and a number of regions within the UK including Northern Ireland, Burnley and Glasgow. The workshop examined civil society involvement across a number of thematic contexts including: Diaspora activism, globalisation and transnational conflict; the politics of racism; the securitization of immigration; anti-sectarian education in Scotland; global governance and HIV/Aids in humanitarian relief; and the problematisation of conflict prevention /transformation. 
Workshop Budget

In financial terms the workshop came in on budget. 
Total expenditure was £2512.70 comfortably under the allocated £3000 for all travel, subsistence and accommodation costs of participants, plus the costs of the workshop dinner. 

The Richardson Institute and the Management School have signed off payment to the Workshop Administrator, Rebecca Moran, for a fee of £800 for administrative assistance prior to, during and after the event. This is currently with the Finance Office. Rebecca Moran, a PhD student in the Department of Politics & International Relations, also gave a paper at the workshop, which has contributed to her professional development. 
Outcomes of the Workshop

At this stage there are 3 definite outcomes of workshop, and it is possible that there will be further results/outcomes, especially as projects develop between participants. 

1. Publication: Dr. Feargal Cochrane has opened discussions with VOLUNTAS, an international journal specialising in civil society and the non-profit sector, for a special issue of the journal. The special issue will be based on selected papers from the workshop. Dr Cochrane is also putting together a book proposal for an edited collection based on related themes that emerged from the workshop discussions between the NGO practitioners and the academic researchers. This will be submitted to a major publisher during the next academic year. 

2. Discussion network: The workshop brought together a network of people who have continued discussions with each other about possible future projects and meetings. This has helped the new phase of research related activities of the Richardson Institute (RI) and the connection between the RI and the Management School. These networks will be maintained and developed in the years ahead. 

3. Invited Speaker: As a result of the workshop, Dr. Feargal Cochrane has been invited by a colleague from the Geography Department at Lancaster, to speak at the ‘Negotiating Religious Identities’ seminar series, (also funded by the IAS). 
4. As a direct consequence of the workshop Dr Cochrane and Dr Jan Selby will be writing a project proposal and bidding for ESRC funding.  This project will examine the political, economic and cultural roles of Diaspora communities in violent conflicts. This bid will be submitted to the ESRC during 2007. 
Dr Feargal Cochrane

11 July 2006. 

