Re-Placing Ceremony and Ritual


'Ceremony' and 'ritual' seem remote from secularised public policy and popular discourse but they have never been so central to everyday life. In social and human sciences, ceremony and ritual are present in the workplace, the marketplace, leisure, the arts and academia, as well as structures of religious and ethnic culture. Yet the meaning and significance of the two practices remains elusive. Permanently disappearing and reappearing, ceremony and ritual demand reinvestigation: from historical and multi-disciplinary starting points. Our symposia will consider ritualised practices using anthropology and the perspectives of History, Literary Studies, Musicology, Theatre Studies, Management and Organisation Studies, and Criminology. We will begin by reopening the discursive and theoretical frame within which ceremony and ritual are understood. We will compare work across three periods: medieval, early modern and modern/contemporary. Trans-historical comparisons will allow us to learn how ceremonies and rituals are in touch with the past and the future, re-sited and recited in response to present social and individual experience. We will explore ritual and ceremony in relation to place and space; performance, secularisation, violence, the workplace and leisure, moving towards a rethinking of the ideology of ceremony and ritual.

People:
Prof Michael Mullett (History)

Prof Andrew Jotischky (History)
Prof Meg Twycross (Medieval Lit)
Prof Alison Findlay (Renaissance drama)
Dr Robert Appelbaum (Early Modern French and English Lit.)
Dr Liz Oakley-Brown (Early Modern English Literature)
Prof Gerry Harris (Theatre Studies)
Dr Carl Lavery (Theatre Studies)
Dr Edward Venn (Music)

Dr Bogdan Costea (Work Organisations and Management)
Dr Fiona Measham (Sociology, Criminology)
Dr Karenza Moore (Sociology, Criminology)
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From 9.15 Coffee

9.45-10.15 Introduction of participants and research areas

Questions and issues to consider

10.15-11.15 Kathleen Ashley (University of Maine)

Re-theorizing Ceremony and Ritual

11.15-11.30 Break - Coffee / Tea / Juice

11.30-12.15 Pilgrimage and Journey (Kathleen Ashley)

12.15-12.30 questions

12.30-1.30  Lunch

1.30-2.30 Axel Klein (University of Kent)

2.30-2.45 Tea

2.45-3.45 Robert Segal (University of Aberdeen) 

Theorising Ritual and Myth: the Perspective of Religious Studies

3.45-4.0 Conclusions and questions so far

Second Symposium (proposed date w/b 9 June)

speakers invited but responses to be confirmed

:

Felicia Hughes-Freeland (Swansea) - anthropology ritual in media and performance

Edward Muir (Northwestern, Chicago) -  History - ritual in early modern europe

Paulina Kewes (Jesus, Oxford) - English - queenship and ritual / Dougal Shaw (Cambridge) – 1630s and ritual

Stephen White or Gerd Althoff (medieval history)

 

