IAS report:  Material Culture and Consumption Group

The Material Culture and Consumption Group is convened by Dr Anne Cronin (Sociology/ICR) and Prof Kevin Hetherington (Sociology). It was awarded £2000 by the IAS for a range of activities that drew on researchers’ interests across departments and faculties:

1. The IAS funding was combined with funding from the British Council and the combined sum was used to fund visits of staff to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in September 2003 (Anne Cronin, Bulent Diken, Bob Jessop, Kevin Hetherington). There, we collaborated with researchers from various Rio universities and participated in a conference on cities, violence and consumption.

2. In May 2004, we organised a colloquium entitled ‘Consuming the City’ and used part of the IAS money to fund the travel and participation of Beatriz Jaguaribe from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro in this event (see attached programme). Funds were also used to support visiting speakers for the event: Monica Degen, Bella Dicks, and Malcolm Miles. From this collaborative work, we are putting together an edited collection:

Cronin, A.M., B. Jaguaribe & K. Hetherington (eds) Consuming the City.

We are in conversation with Routledge about a contract.

3. We are using the remaining money to fund an ongoing, interdisciplinary seminar series. This attracts a cross-departmental, cross-faculty audience.

2004/05 Seminar Programme:

12th October

Gavin Jack and Campbell Jones, 

Centre for Philosophy and Political Economy, 

University of Leicester

'Sucking, bleeding, breaking: on the dialectics of vampirism, capital and time'.

17th November

Justine Lloyd

University of Technology, Sydney  

‘Home alone: selling new domestic spaces’

1st December

Ruth McElroy, Liverpool John Moores University

‘Labouring at leisure: aspects of lifestyle and the rise of home 

improvement’

19th January

James Howard, Independent Studies

‘”Being in the know”: consuming the news’

16th February

Yoke-Sum Wong, Sociology dept

‘The White Picket Fences of Happiness and The Dream-Kitsch of Suburbia’

9th March

Anne Cronin and Celia Roberts, Sociology dept

‘Advertising Viagra and the (re)production of gender’

16th March

Nick Prior, Edinburgh University

‘Boxes of speed: museums and cities’

Future plans

As one of the convenor, Kevin Hetherington, will be leaving the University in January 2005, the future of the Material Culture and Consumption Group is uncertain.

Material Cultural and Consumption Group, Lancaster University

‘Consuming the City’ symposium
Thursday 27th May 2004 

Conference room 2, Conference Centre (Lonsdale College), Lancaster University, UK

10.00-10.15
Welcome and introduction

10.15-10.45
Malcolm Miles (City Cultures Research Unit, University of Plymouth)


‘Housing Change: from Hassan Fathy to the Barefoot College.’

10.45-11.15
Beatriz Jaguaribe (School of Communications, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro)

‘The shock of the real: the aesthetics of realism and the urban experience’. 

11.15-11.30
discussion

11.30-11.45
coffee
11.45-12.15
Justin O’Connor (Manchester Institute for Popular Culture, Manchester Metropolitan University)
‘Manchester’s Northern Quarter: creative industries and urban regeneration’
12.15-12.45
Adrian Mackenzie (Institute for Cultural Research, Lancaster University)

‘From cafe to Parkbench: wi-fi and technological overflows in the city’
12.45-1.00
discussion

1.00-2.00
lunch
2.00-2.30
Nick Gebhardt (Institute for Cultural Research, Lancaster University)



‘Mass events, mass objects: the music of urban America’
2.30-3.00
Bella Dicks (Sociology dept, University of Cardiff)
‘On interpretation: technologies of transformation in urban display’.

3.00-3.15
discussion

3.15-3.30
tea
3.30-5.00
Roundtable discussion: all speakers and Monica Degen (Brunel University) and Divya Tolia-Kelly (Geography dept, Lancaster) as discussants.

5.00 

close
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