Social Capital and its relevance for entrepreneurship
18-19 November 2004. Workshop funded by IAS and hosted by Institute for Entrepreneurship and Enterprise Development

Organisers : Jason Cope, Sue Peters and Mary Rose 
Aims of Workshop

· Social capital an ideal theme for multi-disciplinary, trans-disciplinary and post-disciplinary study

· Relationships between social capital and entrepreneurial behaviour

· Benefits of exploring from different perspectives : Entrepreneurship, Business history, history and social policy, sociology, management science

· Potential future research directions
Funding provided by IAS : £2000

Papers : 

 (1)  John Park and Alistair Anderson  (Aberdeen Business School, The Robert Gordon University) & Sarah Jack (University of Aberdeen Business School)  - Outsiders Becoming Insiders: Social Capital Construction, Process and Outcomes.

(2)  Mark Casson (Reading University) - Entrepreneurial Networks as Social Capital.

(3)Elizabeth Chell (Southampton University) - to be presented by Katerina Nicolopoulo - Enterprise and Entrepreneurship : Towards a Convergent Theory of the Entrepreneurial Process.

4) John Welshman (Lancaster University) - The Search for Social Capital: Historical Perspectives on Behaviour, Culture, and Poverty.

5) Jim Bowey  (Bishop’s University, Canada) - An explanation of how (and why) entrepreneurs develop social capital in their network relationships.

6 Maurice Kirby  (Lancaster University) - OR & diffusion thro networks

7 Steve Toms   (York University) - Accounting for entrepreneurship: a knowledge based view of the firm.

8 Rose Buglar – Lowick School : A Case Study in Social Capital.
9  David Deakins (University of Paisley) - Ethnic Minority Businesses in Scotland and Social Capital.
Work in progress 
(1)  Geoff Easton and Luis Araujo (Lancaster University) - Implicit Contracts and Social Capital.

(2)  Mike Parsons and Mary Rose (Lancaster University) - Where Sport and Business Meet : Social Capital, Innovation and Diffusion in Mountaineering and Outdoor Sports since the Nineteenth Century.

(3)  Nigel Lockett (Lancaster University) – Social Networks and Social Capital: their Importance for Effective ICT Diffusion.
Concluding discussion : John Urry Department of Sociology, Lancaster University
Also participating as Chairs : Bob Jessop, Ellie Hamilton, Anthony Hesketh, Carole Howorth, Sue Peters and Luke Pittaway.
The workshop format was designed to ensure maximum participation so that the majority of those attending were either giving papers or chairing sessions. In all there were 25 participants – including a number of PhD students. Participants were drawn from the management school, social science and arts and humanities which provided an ideal basis for multidisciplinary and transdisciplinary approaches to the theme. The workshop began with three theoretical papers –all which gave differing perspectives on social capital. This provided an excellent starting point for discussion and allowed themes to be developed through the more empirical papers the following day. 

The workshop was highly successful and is a springboard for future work as follows :

· Building a network of scholars which linked and extended an existing network

· Journal Special Issue 

· International Small Business Journal to be edited by Jason Cope and Mary Rose
· Future bids – potential for ESRC seminar series bid 

· Entrepreneurship – multidisciplinary approaches
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