Getting started with Second Life – some tips

Step 1 – Create an account – go to http://secondlife.com/ and click ‘get started’. You will need to create an account name and download the software.  Do not feel concerned about giving email details, or credit card as these are to verify you are over 18 and you do NOT have to pay anything to engage in Second Life with a basic account.  Take time in choosing your avatar’s name.  (You will need a pc with a good internet connection, a good graphics card and a firewall that is not set to block Second Life.)

Step 2 – Wait for confirming email and follow the link to start Second Life. 
Step 3 - When you first start you will be sent to a required Orientation. Do all the tasks on Orientation Island. Use that time to get comfortable moving around and communicating. Spend a few days there at least. You can not go back to it later!

a. Learn to walk, jump, fly (hint: flying with page up/page down is easier than using the fly button)

b. Make friends with your inventory. Play with your appearance, buy (it’s free) clothing and practice saving to inventory and then using your inventory items. This skill is useful later in life. 

c. Find your preference tab and read through the options. 

Step 4 - Next you will be sent to Help Island. You can come back here later if you need to so mark it (like a bookmark). To do that click on World Tab, then Create Landmark Here. 

a. When you do that you will find the place saved in your Main Map under My Landmarks

Step 5 - Take time to review all your tabs, so you can find things later. Here are some other useful ones:

a. You should be good with all the tabs on the bottom of your screen. (ie: communicate, chat, fly, snapshot, search, build, mini-map, map, inventory)

b. At the top you have: File, Edit, View, World, Tools, Help. 

c. When it is too dark to see: Click: World, Force Sun

d. Your Preferences are under Edit, Preferences

e. Notice the other ‘non-titled’ buttons at the bottom of the screen. For audio, volume, talk, etc. 

Step 6 - Get used to using your Main Map. The search feature is difficult to find things with and the Main Map has a slightly better searchable area. 
Step 7 -To look around, getting away from your avatar, hold Alt key and drag with mouse. 

Make friends with us in world!  Join the Lancaster University Educators group 
Michele Ryan – Shelly Waco

Julia Gillen – Tetra Paean

