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Student finance information for students joining A105, the MBChB at Lancaster University, in 2011-12.


A	TUITION FEES IN 2011-12

As a student registered on the Consortium medical degree at Lancaster University (A105), you will be formally registered with the University of Liverpool for the purposes of tuition fee payment.  The fees for UK/EU students for 2011-12 will be £3,375 per annum.

As a medical student on a five-year course, you will be liable for tuition fees for the first four years – fees for year 5 are paid by the Department of Health.


A1	Tuition fee loans

You apply for a tuition fee loan as part of your student funding application.  

UK/EU students can apply for a non-income based tuition fee loan to cover the annual tuition fees charged. Any fee loan amount is paid directly to the University.

When completing your student funding application form you should state the University of Liverpool (L41) as the institution but also note that you will be studying the degree at Lancaster University.  If you are making your student funding application online (http://www.studentsupportdirect.co.uk) you will find that selecting Liverpool takes you to a drop-down menu where you will be able to select A105; the course will not be listed under Lancaster University.
Please note that if you already hold an honours degree when entering A105, you are not eligible for the Government’s tuition fee loan scheme.  
When your place is confirmed, you will follow the standard procedures with the University of Liverpool to ensure that you have confirmation of how your fees will be paid to them, and you should bring all the paperwork with you to registration, which will take place at Lancaster – it will not be necessary for you to go to Liverpool.  Confirmation of your fees position will have been passed from Liverpool to Lancaster.

Useful links:

Applying for government funding – loans and grants:

www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance (England)
www.saas.gov.uk (Scotland)
www.studentfinancewales.co.uk (Wales)
www.studentfinanceni.co.uk (Northern Ireland)


Student finance information at the University of Liverpool

www.liv.ac.uk/studentsupport/finance/

www.liv.ac.uk/students/money/

B	MAINTENANCE LOAN / GRANT (UK students only)

You apply for a maintenance loan / grant as part of your student funding application.  
The general regulations are such that new UK students who already hold an honours degree will not be eligible for a maintenance loan.  However, the good news is that Medicine is a second degree which is on a list of professional courses making it exempt from this rule, meaning that you can apply for a further four years of maintenance loans. For the NHS funded bursary year 5, a reduced maintenance loan will be available. You will also be eligible for any supplementary grants if you have dependants. 
If you have EU nationality other than British, qualification for a maintenance loan/grant (in addition to a tuition fee loan) will depend on meeting residency criteria.  For information see: http://www.liv.ac.uk/studentsupport/finance/eu.htm 
Useful links:
Information about NHS funding for year 5 of the medical degree:
www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk
Specific student finance information for medical students:
www.money4medstudents.org
General help with understanding student finance:
www.lancs.ac.uk/sbs/funding


C	THE CUMBRIA AND LANCASHIRE MEDICAL AND DENTAL CONSORTIUM BURSARY SCHEME

As a student on A105 which is governed by the Cumbria and Lancashire Medical and Dental Consortium, you will be eligible for the Consortium’s own bursary scheme, which is distinct from the schemes offered by the Universities of Liverpool and Lancaster.  The Consortium award package will be administered and paid by Lancaster University.

All students joining A105 will be given the use of a laptop computer for the duration of the degree.  This will be subject to signing an agreement to follow Lancaster University rules on computer use.  You will be travelling around a dispersed region during your studies and the laptop will enable you to access electronic facilities regardless of their location.

The following information applies to all UK students.


C1	Help for students from lower income households

The Consortium wishes to support students from socio-economic groups under-represented in higher education and students from lower income households.   In order to be considered for the Consortium bursary package, you must be financially assessed by your assessment authority. To allow for bursary assessment you must not opt out of household income data sharing (see PN1 application form) between the Student Loan Company, the University of Liverpool, and Lancaster University.  If you wish to check that you did not object you can call the Student Loan Company on 0845 607 7577.

Awards are based on the assessed level of household residual income. If after assessment you meet the relevant level we will automatically assess and pay you a bursary award:  For 2011 entry 

· If assessed income is below £18,360*: you will be paid a Consortium bursary of £1,330 per year for the first four years of the course (NHS bursaries are available for year 5). 

· If assessed income is between £18,360* and £39,905* you will be paid a Consortium partial bursary of £510 per year for the first four years of the course (NHS bursaries are available for year 5). 

You will need to bring your financial assessment letter from your assessment authority to registration.

*Estimated figures and may be subject to annual adjustment.


C2	Help for students with child dependants
The Consortium wishes to support students from lower income households with child dependants, particularly in the light of the need for medical students to attend irregularly timetabled clinical placements, sometimes at unsocial hours.
· If eligible for the full Consortium bursary: in addition to the bursary described in C1, you will receive £510 per year for each dependant child under 5 at the start of each of the first four years of the course, and £305 per year for each dependant child between the age of 5 and 11 at the start of each of the first four years of the course.

· If eligible for the partial Consortium bursary: in addition to the bursary described in C1, you will receive £255 per year for each dependant child under 5 at the start of each of the first four years of the course, and £205 per year for each dependant child between the age of 5 and 11 at the start of each of the first four years of the course.
If you wish to claim this award, you will need to complete a supplementary form at registration and will need to show evidence of the date of birth of the child dependant (birth certificate or Child Benefit book).

C3	Help for students entering medicine from non-traditional routes
The Consortium wishes to support students from lower income households who are entering a medical degree through a non-traditional route, for example as a mature student who has taken an access course.
The Consortium has designated the following courses for this award: 
a. The Pre-Medical Studies course at Lancaster University

cb Access Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmacy at Manchester College of Arts and Technology
c. Foundation to Health Studies (year 0) at Carmel College, St Helen’s
· If eligible for the full Consortium bursary: in addition to the bursary described in C1 and C2, you will receive £410 in each of the first four years of the course if you have gained a place via one of these routes.
· If eligible for the partial University bursary: in addition to the bursary described in C1 and C2, you will receive £255 in each of the first four years of the course if you have gained a place via one of these routes.
All of the awards will be paid by Lancaster University on confirmation of attendance on the course.  Payment will be made in a single instalment in February 2012.


D 	FINANCIAL HARDSHIP
The Access to Learning Fund (ALF) is a Government fund which is administered through universities to help UK students who need extra financial support. Non-repayable awards of between £100 and £3,500 can be made each year. 
Medical students at Lancaster must apply to the University of Liverpool for ALF support, because the funding is related to the formal registration as a student gaining a Liverpool degree.  The relevant forms will be available in Lancaster.  For more information see
http://www.liv.ac.uk/studentsupport/finance/
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